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City Commission 
January 3, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Tom Hogenson, and Lorraine James; Mayor Mark J. Warba; 
Asst. City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron 
Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  Commissioner Anderson and Commissioner Rothstein  
 
There were 10 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  - Resolutions excusing Commissioners Anderson and 
Rothstein will be taken up under General Business as 10 c and 10 d. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes of 
December 19, 2016 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a. Audit Presentation 
 
Joe Verlin, of Gabridge & Co., presented the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, 
Year Ending June 30, 2016, and reviewed the highlights of the audit with the City 
Commission.  He complimented the City staff for their assistance in the process.   He 
stated that the City received an unmodified opinion, which is the highest opinion that an 
auditing firm can render on financial statements.   
 
A few of the financial highlights included:   
 

• The assets and deferred outflows of the City exceeded its liabilities at the close of 
this fiscal year by $24,559,262, representing an increase of $812,168 over the 
previous fiscal year. 

 
• During the year, the city received $17,542,333 in revenues and $16,730.165 in 

expenses, resulting in an increase in net positon of approximately $812,168.  Of 
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the City’s $16,730,165 expense total, $6,672,148 related to business-type 
activities and the balance of $10,058,017 related to governmental activities. 

 
• At the end of the current fiscal year, unassigned fund balance for the General Fund 

was $681,037, or 9 percent of the General Fund’s total expenditures.  It is 
recommended that this number be around 17 percent. 

 
• There were no matters to report under the Financial Statement Findings and there 

were no findings or questioned costs.  
 
It was discussed as to how the City could increase the General Fund.  Mr. Kuhn 
commented that there are three areas of income:  Property taxes, State Revenue Sharing, 
and Income Tax.  The State revenue sharing is less every year, but the income tax has 
been on the rise for the past several fiscal years. 
 
Mr. Verlin presented a series of graphs showing the current year’s status compared to 
previous years.  Mr. Verlin and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn answered questions that the 
City Commissioners had.  Mayor Warba appreciated the “good’ references regarding the 
City’s performance pertaining to the audit report and commended the staff of the 
Treasurer’s Office for their fine work.   
 
b.  Library Update & See Click Fix App 
 
Chris Cook, Assistant Library Director, updated the Commission on the many programs 
that the library is currently promoting.  Some of these include: 
 

• Big Rapids Lets Read – reaching out to the schools and offering books/materials 
to the teachers so that the teaches are able to check out materials for students.  
This way the students can use these materials to for projects and reports 

• Michigan electronic library 
• Computer classes in the morning and evening 
• Mid-Michigan Library League – Can check out a maker kit from the league free of 

charge  
• Monthly book clubs and foreign films 
• Seed Library – February 28, 2017.  Classes in growing and sharing seeds. 

 
See Fix Click – this is an App that can be downloaded on a phone or electronic device 
and can be used to inform the City of problems.  A person can take a picture of the 
problem and send it to the City.  After this is received the sender is sent an 
acknowledgement and then it is sent to the proper department of review.  Once the 
problem has been resolved, it is then closed and an email is sent to the sender letting 
them know that the problem has been corrected.  Ms. Cook will also be having a class on 
the See Fix Click App at the library.    
 
The Commission took a five-minute break. 
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c.  Rules of Procedures   
 
The Commission discussed the suggestion that the city clerk made to Sections 12 
(Notification to Media and Others) and 25 (Public Access to Meeting Records) regarding 
adding e-mail as a way to communicate with residents.  The City Clerk was asked to 
prepare the Rules of Procedures for the next meeting with the discussed changes.     
 
d.  Update on Ordinance Amending Section 51.08(D) – Eric Williams 
 
City Staff initiated a discussion about amending Section 51.08(D) of the City Code 
regarding the placement of water meters in inaccessible locations.  The discussion 
expanded to include changes to the City Code regarding the cost of relocating water 
meters, with particular focus on a few water meters that were in locations not found to be 
inaccessible for several years.   The City Commission expressed a desire to see the City 
share or pay for the cost to relocate water meters from places that had been deemed 
accessible and acceptable to the City Water Department for many years.  Drafting 
amendments to Section 51.08(D) to express exceptions to the code provisions on 
inaccessible meters proved to be challenging and confusing.  
 
Mr. Williams recommended that the discussion of amendments to City Code Section 
51.08(D) be suspended while City Staff works through the replacement of water meters 
and the few cases of relocating water meters to more accessible locations, with the City 
sharing the cost or paying the cost of relocating water meters that were in locations 
acceptable to the City for several years.   
 
The Commission did not wish to amend the ordinance at this time.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – None 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-01 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 
  

RESOLUTION ADOPTING 2017 
CITY COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 6.1 of the City Charter requires the City Commission to adopt 
its meeting schedule for the upcoming year before or at their first regularly scheduled 
meeting. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached 2017 meeting schedule 
be adopted, which sets the regular meeting for 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 



4 
 

Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Warba           
Nays:  None           
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 3, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-02 

 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEER CULL 
 

WHEREAS, in 2014 City Commission received a petition signed by approximately 90 
citizens requesting that the City develop, establish and implement an on-going annual 
plan to eliminate deer herds in the area of Cherry, Willow, Magnolia, Lilac, Cypress, and 
Osburn Streets, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Director of Public Safety has proposed that if a deer culling is to be 

conducted within the City of Big Rapids, it shall be conducted by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Wildlife Services with a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 20 antlerless (does) 
being harvested, and  
 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services has drafted a 
Cooperative Service Agreement, which will include a Work Plan and a Financial Plan, 
that would allow for 3 visits (one site visit prior to removal efforts and two visits to conduct 
the removal) not to exceed $4,183.35, and 

 
WHEREAS, if the deer cull is successful on the first day there will be no need for a 

second day and the cost will be half of the original quote, whereby the City will only be 
billed for the work required to harvest an acceptable number of does, and  
 

WHEREAS, harvested deer would be field dressed by Wildlife Services and turned 
over to the City for donation to charity, and 

 
WHEREAS, advanced notice of a culling will be provided to residents via newspaper 

and personal contact. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of Public Safety is hereby 

authorized to conduct a deer cull during night time hours between January 16-20, 2017, 
within the specified areas of Cherry, Willow, Magnolia, Lilac, Cypress, and Osburn 
Streets. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a contract be established between the City and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services for actual expenses incurred and 
Mayor to sign said contract.      
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost be expensed to Account No. 101-301-
801.009 (Contracted Services – deer cull).  
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Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Warba           
Nays:  None           
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 3, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-03 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
  

RESOLUTION EXCUSING COMMISSIONER ANDERSON  
DUE TO ILLNESS 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission excuses  
Commissioner Anderson from the regular meeting of January 3, 2017 due to illness. 
 
Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Warba           
Nays:  None           
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 3, 2017 
 
 RESOLUTION NO. 17-04 
 
 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of the 
following: 
  

RESOLUTION EXCUSING COMMISSIONER ROTHSTEIN  
DUE TO ILLNESS 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission excuses  
Commissioner Rothstein from the regular meeting of January 3, 2017 due to illness. 
 
Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Warba           
Nays:  None           
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 3, 2017     
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Ives Drain Study – Mark Gifford has not heard from the County Drain 
Commissioner Jackie Fitzgerald on this study.    

 
• Mark Gifford was asked to give what his organizational structure of management 

would look like.   
 

o Mr. Gifford stated that Heather Bowman will now be the new Director of 
Public Works and that there would be no Assistant City Manager.  In Mr. 
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Gifford’s absence Ms. Bowman would be in charge and if she were to be 
absent Mr. Gifford would assign another employee.   

 
o Melissa Hauger will now be reporting to the Treasurer’s Office instead of the 

City Manager. 
 
o Roger Schneidt has expressed his interest in retiring in the Spring of 2017. 

   
o The City will be hiring a part-time recreation person.  Mr. Gifford also has a 

meeting with the schools scheduled to discuss the Recreation Authority. 
 
City attorney contract will be ready for the January 17th Commission meeting.     
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
February 6, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 34 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  - Mark Sweppenheiser will give a presentation of the 
Park and Recreation Master Plan under Study Session. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of January 17, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – Oath of office for Tyler Haynes – Police Officer 
 
Director Eddinger introduced Tyler Haynes as the newest Police Officer.  The Clerk gave 
Police Officer Haynes the Oath of Office. 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Service Line Warranty Program -Utility Service Partners, Inc. – Eric D. Williams  
 
The Service Line Warranty Program has been to the City Commission twice.  The first 
time Ms. Emilie Zalfini did a presentation explaining the benefits of the Service Line 
Warranty Program.  Ms. Zalfini has sent an updated marketing agreement for the City to 
review.   
 
Utility Service Partners, Inc. would like to offer a water and sewer line warranty program 
to residential water and sewer customers within the City limits.  Utility Service Partners, 
Inc. has a partnership with the National League of Cities.  
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The Utility Service Partners, Inc. program requires the use of the City logo, and 
endorsement of the program by the City, and the use of the City mailing list of water and 
sewer customers.  Mr. Williams contacted other communities that support this company 
and found that all of the responses from these municipalities were positive.      
 
Some of the responses were:  Utility Service Partners, Inc. paid claims promptly, fully and 
without excessive documentation.  Many claims were paid that City officials thought might 
be excluded with few complaints or problems about the work done by local contractors.  
No other company offered similar coverage or terms for the repair or replacement of 
broken water and sewer service lines.    
 
Mr. Williams recommended bringing this topic back to the Commission in resolution form 
so the Commission can decide if this is something that they want for the residents.     
 
Commissioner Anderson commented that she has no doubt that this is an excellent 
program, however, she is not in favor of promoting a private business.  Commissioner 
Anderson is in favor of having options available for residents, but is not in favor of allowing 
the use of the City logo.     
 
Mayor Warba commented that the City does not offer a warranty service program and is 
not offering one through the City for the residents.  A warranty service would be able to 
be offered through Utility Service Partners, Inc.  Other communities who have partnered 
with Utility Service Partners, Inc.  have been able to tailor the letter to the residents by 
having the City logo second and less prominent.  Mayor Warba believes that the City can 
find a way to temper the concerns regarding the City logo.  A disclaimer can also be 
attached to the letter.  The agreement is for a three-year term and would not have to be 
renewed if the City decided not to. 
 
Some home owners are not aware of where their service lines are and who is responsible 
for the repair costs of these lines.     
 
Commissioner Anderson commented that the bigger problem is making people aware of 
what their responsibilities are.  That information could be obtained without the City rubber 
stamping a private entity.    
 
Mayor Warba disagreed with the rubber stamping of a private entity and remembers in a 
previous commission meeting that Utility Service Partners, Inc. provided diagrams and 
an explanation to inform the home owner what their obligations were regarding their 
service lines.  Mayor Warba sees this as a service that Utility Service Partners, Inc. can 
provide that the City does not. 
 
In the Marketing Agreement the City of Big Rapids would receive .50 cents a month for 
every resident that contracts with the NLC Service Line Warranty Program.  If the City 
opts to decline the .50 cents a month, that money would be passed on to the contract 
holding residents.  Mr. Williams asked which way the Commission would prefer to have 
the resolution written.  Mayor Warba recommended that the City decline the fee option.    
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Commissioner James stated that she would like to have this brought back to the 
commission for a vote. 
 
Mayor Warba would like additional information such as:  how the notice letter would read, 
disclaimer language that could be included in it (like other communities have done), 
marketing materials (what is sent to residents).   Mayor Warba would like Ms. Emilie Zalfini 
invited to the meeting.   
   
PUBLIC COMMENT - none 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 - Park and Recreation Master Plan  
 
Mayor Warba opened the Public Hearing on the Park and Recreation Master Plan at 7:00 
p.m.  Mr. Sweppenheiser gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 2017-2021 Park and 
Recreation Master Plan.  Ms. Marlies Manning was hired to facilitate a public input 
session, which was held at one of the Park and Recreation board meetings.   
 
Some of the items that were looked at were:  strengths, challenges and dreams for the 
future.  The Master Plan requires two forms of public input, but the City utilized three: a 
public input session, a survey that went out in the City’s water bill, and a public hearing.  
The surveys were available at City Hall, and online utilizing Survey Monkey.  The city 
received 247 surveys back.  
 
There was a 30-day review period whereby the Master Plan was placed in the Clerk’s 
Office for anyone to review.  No comments were received on this Master Plan.   
 
The Public Works Department worked on the goals/objectives and action plan.  This 
Master Plan needs to be submitted to the State by March 1, 2017 in order to be grant 
eligible.  Staff has many great ideas for the City parks, unfortunately, grant funding is 
necessary to make these projects a reality.      
 
Mayor Warba called for those who wished to speak in regards to the Park and Recreation 
Master Plan.   Mr. Jim Knefely expressed his concerns over sports in the area.  He has 
noticed that a lot of sports have a fee that has to be paid in order to play them.  Many of 
the facilities used for sport programs are dilapidated.  One of the baseball fields that he 
used to play at while growing up in Morley is now almost nonexistent.  He believes that 
sports are very important to young children as they grow up.  He sees kids drifting away 
from sports and getting themselves into trouble.  He is concerned for all of the 
underprivileged kids that cannot afford to play a sport.   He believes that instead of 
updating the parks, more funding should be used to put in tennis courts, a place to play 
hand ball, and racket ball. 
 
Mr. Gifford commented that the reason why the fields start to go away in outlying areas 
is due to lack of money to maintain these fields.  The City makes a huge commitment to 
the park system which has a number of sports fields in it including four tennis courts.  
Upkeep, maintenance and expansion, especially for sports facilities, is very costly.     
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Mayor Warba stated that in Hemlock Park there are tennis courts as well as a place to 
play Pickle Ball.  The Master Plan is asking for a Skate Park, Farmer’s Market in the 
summer and an ice rink in the winter, a mountain bike trail, and additional ball and soccer 
fields.  The Mayor agrees that children need to be involved in sports and outdoor activities.   
 
Mayor Warba was pleased to see that the majority of the people who responded to the 
survey were in support of the Recreation Authority.   
 
Rose Mary Jennings spoke in favor of the community pool and hoped that the City could 
continue supporting it so that the kids have a place to play and learn how to swim. 
 
The Mayor commented that he appreciated the timeliness of the Master Plan and 
mentioned that he would be attending the Big Rapids Township meeting Tuesday night 
to advocate to why Clay Cliffs needs to be incorporated within the City limits.  A 425 
agreement cannot be used because Act 425 does not envision or allow for an agreement 
that pertains to park space.      
 
The Master Plan specifies what the plans are for Clay Cliffs in the future as a nature area 
and park.  The City was the beneficiary of some grant funding to acquire a portion of Clay 
Cliffs.   
 
Commissioner Rothstein commented that the City does a mediocre job of advertising 
what the City has to offer. He was shocked a couple of years ago that someone mentioned 
to him that they did not know that the City had an outdoor community pool.  The City 
needs to do a better job of informing the public so that they can take advantage of all of 
the city’s facilities.  The City is not where they want to be, but they are head and shoulders 
above a lot of places.                
 
Mayor Warba closed the public hearing at 7:15 p.m.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-11 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
PARK AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids has undertaken a five 
year Parks and Recreation Master Plan which describes the physical features, existing 
recreation facilities and the desired actions to be taken to improve and maintain recreation 
facilities during the period between 2017 and 2021, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing was held Monday, February 6, 2017 at City Hall, 226 
N. Michigan Avenue, Big Rapids, MI, to provide an opportunity for citizens to express 
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opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the Park and Recreation Master Plan, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has developed the plan for the benefit of the 
entire community and to adopt the plan as a document to assist in meeting the recreation 
needs of the community, and 
 

WHEREAS, after the public meeting the Big Rapids City Commission voted to 
adopt said Park and Recreation Master Plan. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby adopts the City of Big Rapids Park and Recreation Master Plan as a guideline for 
improving recreation for the residents of the City of Big Rapids. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The resolution was declared adopted. 
Dated:  February 6, 2017  
 
There was discussion as to if Taplin just changed their name from Terra Contracting or if 
the company was bought out.  Ms. Bowman commented that she thought that a family 
member bought our another family member.  Commissioner James asked Mr. Williams if 
the City should have gone out for bid instead of extending the first of two extensions 
because of the company changing hands.  Mr. Williams commented that the City could 
continue with a company that has changed owners or names as long as that contract has 
been honored by that company whether it has changed ownership or the name.  
 
Mr. Gifford commented that the updated prices that Taplin submitted were higher than 
expected and recommends going out for bid when this extension expires in June 2017.   
The Commission will vote on a one-year extension.      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-12 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION EXTENDING AGREEMENT WITH TAPLIN (FORMALLY TERRA 
CONTRACTING) FOR SANITARY/STORM CLEANING AND TELEVISING 

 
WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 13-80, dated July 1, 2013, the City Commission 

authorized an agreement with Terra Contacting (now named Taplin) for sanitary/storm 
cleaning and televising, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement allows for two one-year extensions whereby both the 
City of Big Rapids and Taplin (Terra Contracting) has agreed to the first one-year 
extension, and 
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 WHEREAS, the cost is figured on a price per foot basis, and will be determined 
per job, not to exceed a total of $28,500, and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff recommends extending the sanitary/storm cleaning and 
televising agreement with Taplin for the first one-year extension. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the extension of the agreement with Taplin (Terra Contracting), for the first 
one-year period beginning July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 for sanitary/storm cleaning 
and televising.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from the following 
Account Numbers: 
 

590-561-801.600      101-442-967.701 
(1 Vactor & TV Video)      (Clean Storm Sewer) 
 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The resolution was declared adopted. 
Dated:  February 6, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-13 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR  
STATE FORMULA OPERATING ASSISTANCE FOR  

FISCAL YEAR 2018 UNDER ACT NO. 51 OF THE  
PUBLIC ACTS FOR 1951, AS AMENDED - DART 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Act No. 51 of the Public Acts of 1951, as amended (Act 

51),  it is  necessary  for the  City of Big Rapids,  (hereby  known  as  THE APPLICANT)  
established under Act 94, to provide a local transportation program for the state Fiscal 
Year of 2018 (October 1, 2017 through September 30, 2018) and, therefore, apply for 
state financial assistance under provisions of Act 51; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the governing body (City of Big Rapids), to name 
an official representative for all public transportation matters, who is authorized to provide 
such information as deemed necessary by the State Transportation Commission or 
department for its administration of Act 51; and     
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to certify that no changes in eligibility documentation 
have occurred during the past state fiscal year; and 
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 WHEREAS, the performance indicators have been reviewed and approved by the 
governing body (City of Big Rapids); and  
 
 WHEREAS, THE APPLICANT (City of Big Rapids), has reviewed and approved 
the proposed balance (surplus) budget, and funding sources of estimated federal funds 
$111,611.00, estimated state funds $231,103.00, estimated local funds $89,586.00, 
estimated fare box $75,000.00, estimated other funds $96,000.00, with total estimated 
expenses of $603,300.00.  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that THE APPLICANT (City of Big 
Rapids) hereby makes its intentions to provide public transportation services and to apply 
for state financial assistance with this annual plan, in accordance with Act 51; and 
 
 HEREBY, appoints Mark Gifford as the Transportation Coordinator, for all public 
transportation matters, who is authorized to provide such information as deemed 
necessary by the State Transportation Commission or department for its administration 
of Act 51 for 2018 (October 1, 2017 through September 30, 2018). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None           
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  February 6, 2017    
 
I Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk of THE APPLICANT, (City of Big Rapids) having custody of 
the records and proceedings of THE APPLICANT (City of Big Rapids), does hereby certify 
that I have compared this Resolution No. 17-13 adopted by THE APPLICANT (City of Big 
Rapids) at the meeting of February 6, 2017 with the original minutes now on file and of 
record in the office and that this resolution is true and correct.    
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed seal of said City of 
Big Rapids this 6th day of A.D. 2017. 
 
_______________________________ 
Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-14 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH 
COMPLUS DATA INNOVATIONS, INC. 

 
 WHEREAS, for several years the City has contracted with Complus to provide 
hardware and software for accounting, writing and collecting parking tickets, and 
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 WHEREAS, for this service Complus retains 25% of the fines collected as payment 
for their services, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement is routinely updated to include new ticket processing 
procedures, as well as, new software and hardware, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the attached agreement is for a three-year period beginning with the 
signing of the contract and contains one-year renewals with written consent of both 
parties prior to the expiration of the agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves the attached Agreement with Complus and authorizes the Mayor to sign said 
agreement on behalf of the City Commission.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The resolution was declared adopted. 
Dated:  February 6, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-15 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 

ASSESSMENT BOARD OF REVIEW 
 
Allitta Hren re-appointed to a full term ending January 2019 
 
BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Emily Coles re-appointed to a full term ending January 2020 
 
Ralph Crew re-appointed to a full term ending January 2020 
 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 
 
Leigha Oberle appointed to an unexpired term ending May 2019 
Margaret Maynard appointed to a full term ending May 2019 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The resolution was declared adopted. 
Dated:  February 6, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-16 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2016/2017 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- DRUG FORFEITURE MONIES  
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2016/2017 General Appropriations 
on June 6, 2016 per Resolution No. 16-52, and 

 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby approves the following budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2016/2017 for Drug 
Forfeiture Monies. 

 
 

GENERAL FUND     

Account Number Account Description 
Current 
Budget Change 

Amended 
Budget 

101-301-977.011 POLICE IN-CAR COMPUTERS (EXP) $0 $15,500 $15,500 

101-007-662.000 FORFEITURE MONIES (REV) $500 $15,500 $16,000 
Expenditure of Drug Forfeiture Monies     

 
                               

          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the   
FY 2016/2017 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The resolution was declared adopted. 
Dated:  February 6, 2017  
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UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• The Town Gown meeting will be at City Hall Tuesday morning starting at 8:00 
a.m. 

 
• Commissioner Rothstein stated that the deer cull was very successful.  It was so 

successful that a deer cull may not have to be done every year.   
 

• The Mayor and Mark Gifford will be attending the Big Rapids Township meeting 
Tuesday night to discuss incorporating Clay Cliffs into the City limits. 

 
• The City did close on the property located at 717 Finley.  

 
• “Mayors’ Monarch Pledge Day” – the Mayor would like the City to participate in 

this program to help save the monarch butterfly. 
 
The Mayor and Mr. Eric Williams attended the County Township Association meeting 
where the topic of Medical Marijuana Licensing Act was discussed.  More information 
needs to be collected over the next couple of months.   
 
During the next several months, the Mayor would like the following groups to talk at the 
City Commission meeting regarding medical marijuana: 
 

• Presentation from Eric Williams and Director Eddinger 
• Presentation from someone from the industry to offer their views 
• An invitation to the chief law enforcement officer from the county to offer his views.  
• An invitation to someone from the medial society. 

 
The Mayor would like the Commission to be as informed as they can be before making a 
decision.  There are two choices:  1.  Opt in and allow licensing of medical marijuana 
facilities or 2.  Do nothing, by doing this, medical marijuana facilities would not be 
permitted in the City.  
 
An invitation was extended at the Township’s Association meeting for all of the township 
supervisors to express their comments to the City regarding this planning process.      
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
February 20, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 15 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of February 6, 2017 regular meeting be accepted as corrected. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
Mayor Warba presented Carrie Weis-Stermer, Card Wildlife Director, with a proclamation 
recognizing Mayors’ Monarch Pledge Day.  Ms. Weis-Stermer said that she would take it 
and have it framed for the Mayor.   
 
Ms. Weis-Stermer commented how much she appreciated the City working with Ferris 
State and the Monarch organization to make this possible for our community.  The 
Monarch butterfly decrease is serious business whereby over 90% of the Monarch 
butterflies have died off.  Along with the Mayor’s pledge, 5,000 milkweed will be planted 
in the Spring.   
 
There are three schools involved with over 250 children who will be learning about the 
Monarch butterflies in the classroom.  Soil, containers and seeds will be provided so that 
the children can grow milkweeds.  Caterpillars will also be provided for observation.  She 
is hoping to raise more funds to enhance the gardens here in Big Rapids.   
 
The Save the Monarch Organization will be in Big Rapids April 27, 2017 to talk about their 
organization and what they are doing regarding the Monarchs.  The Wild Card center will 
be offering a special conservation badge to Girl Scouts.            
 
STUDY SESSION - None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Rose Mary Jennings commented that she had a situation which the Department of  Public 
Safety Department handled very nicely.  She would like the City to keep the police and 
fire departments in mind during the budget process.  Mrs. Jennings asked if the City could 
please find a way to keep the pool open.  With Michigan having many lakes, it is very 
important for children to learn how to swim.     
 
PUBLIC HEARING – none 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-17 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE 
 IN THE STANDARD LIGHTING CONTRACT 

AT S. STATE STREET 
 

 WHEREAS, said contract calls for the installation of 2 – 110 LED Cobrahead lights 
at Oak Street and S. State Street and Spring Street and S. State Street.      
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that it is hereby deemed advisable to 
authorize Consumers Energy Company to make changes in the lighting service as 
provided in the Standard Lighting Contract between the Company and the City of Big 
Rapids, dated 8/1/2013, in accordance with the Authorization for Change in Standard 
Lighting Contract dated 1/25/2017, 
 
 Heretofore submitted to and considered by this Commission, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and is authorized to execute such 
authorization for change on the behalf of the City. 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF Mecosta 
 
I, Tamyra K. Gillis, Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
resolution was duly adopted by the Commission of said municipality, at the meeting held 
on February 20, 2017. 
 
       _____________________ 
           Tamyra K. Gillis 
         Date: February 21, 2017  
       
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 20, 2017   
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-18 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE 
 IN THE STANDARD LIGHTING CONTRACT 

 AT 235 BALDWIN STREET 
 

 WHEREAS, said contract calls for the installation of 1 – 110 LED Cobrahead light 
at 235 Baldwin Street.      
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that it is hereby deemed advisable to 
enter into a contract with Consumers Energy Company of Jackson, Michigan, for 
furnishing lighting service within the City of Big Rapids for a period of 2 year(s) and 
thereafter from year to year, in accordance with the terms of the contract heretofore 
submitted to and considered by this commission, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Clerk be and are authorized 
and directed to execute such contact on the behalf of the City. 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF Mecosta 
 
I, Tamyra K. Gillis, Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
resolution was duly adopted by the Commission of said municipality, at the meeting held 
on February 20, 2017. 
 
       _____________________ 
           Tamyra K. Gillis 
         Date:  February 21, 2017   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 20, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-19 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE 
 IN THE STANDARD LIGHTING CONTRACT 

 AT 220 S. STEWART STREET 
 

 WHEREAS, said contract calls for the installation of 1 – 110 LED Cobrahead light 
at 220 S. Stewart Street.      
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that it is hereby deemed advisable to 
enter into a contract with Consumers Energy Company of Jackson, Michigan, for 
furnishing lighting service within the City of Big Rapids for a period of 2 year(s) and 
thereafter from year to year, in accordance with the terms of the contract heretofore 
submitted to and considered by this commission, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Clerk be and are authorized 
and directed to execute such contact on the behalf of the City. 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF Mecosta 
 
I, Tamyra K. Gillis, Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
resolution was duly adopted by the Commission of said municipality, at the meeting held 
on February 20, 2017. 
 
       _____________________ 
           Tamyra K. Gillis 
         Date:  February 21, 2017   
 
        
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 20, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-20 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE 
 IN THE STANDARD LIGHTING CONTRACT 
 AT THE 215 BLOCK OF MARION AVENUE 

 
 WHEREAS, said contract calls for the installation of 1 – 110 LED Cobrahead light 
at 215 Marion Avenue.      
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that it is hereby deemed advisable to 
enter into a contract with Consumers Energy Company of Jackson, Michigan, for 
furnishing lighting service within the City of Big Rapids for a period of 2 year(s) and 
thereafter from year to year, in accordance with the terms of the contract heretofore 
submitted to and considered by this commission, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Clerk be and are authorized 
and directed to execute such contact on the behalf of the City. 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF Mecosta 
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I, Tamyra K. Gillis, Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
resolution was duly adopted by the Commission of said municipality, at the meeting held 
on February 20, 2017. 
 
       _____________________ 
           Tamyra K. Gillis 
         Date: February 21, 2017  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 20, 2017   
 
Mr. Sochocki stated that the Big Rapids Housing Commission has agreed to accept this 
property.  They hope to have it demolished quickly and will front the cost of the 
demolition. They will take a look at all of their options in regards to the disposition of the 
property and in the end, they just hope to have their demolition cost recovered.  Mr. 
Sochocki handed the Commission the Big Rapids Housing Commission’s Annual 
Report for review.    
 
Mayor Warba asked Mr. Williams if there were any issues with the City purchasing this 
property and then transferring to the Housing Commission.  Mr. Williams stated that there 
was no issue.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-21 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
 

A RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE REAL ESTATE AT 717 FINLEY  
TO THE BIG RAPIDS HOUSING COMMISSION 
  

WHEREAS, the structure at 717 Finley within the City of Big Rapids suffered 
severe fire damage for which there was no insurance coverage, and the property needs 
to be cleaned up, and 

 
WHEREAS, The City of Big Rapids purchased the real estate at 717 Finley for the 

price of $5,000, on January 19, 2017, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Housing Commission is organized and administered 

for the purpose (among others) of improving the residential housing stock within the City 
of Big Rapids, and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is authorized to appropriate or contribute funds 

or real property to the Big Rapids Housing Commission for the purpose of improving 
residential housing within the City.  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City shall convey the real property 

commonly known as 717 Finley Street (legally described as Lots 5 and 6 of Block 6, 
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Rose’s Second Addition) to the Big Rapids Housing Commission by a Warranty Deed 
drafted by the City Attorney, which the Mayor is authorized to sign, with the expectation 
that the fire damaged structure will be razed and removed and the parcel will be sold or 
redeveloped with, or for, single family residential housing. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 20, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-22 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK 
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR  

MITCHELL CREEK PARK IMPROVEMENTS 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids applied for a grant from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources Recreation Passport Grant Program per Resolution 
No. 16-33, dated March 21, 2016 to fund a portion of the Mitchell Creek Park Improvement 
Plan, and 

 
WHEREAS, a requirement of the Passport Grant is to retain a Prime Professional  

when total costs of a project are over $15,000, and 
 
WHEREAS, per the Development Project Procedures Prime Professionals are 

those registered in the State of Michigan as an Architect, Professional Engineer or 
Landscape Architect, and 

 
 WHEREAS, the City has retained Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to 
provide engineering services, with the adoption of Resolution No. 15-52 dated June 1, 
2015, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City desires professional services to assist in the design, bidding 
and construction assistance for the Mitchell Creek Park Improvements, and 

 
WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. has submitted a proposal 

outlining the engineering tasks and services they will provide in the amount of $13,000.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the proposal of Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to provide engineering services 
for the design, bidding and construction assistance in the amount of $13,000 for the 
Mitchell Creek Park Improvements.  
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from the following 
Account Numbers:   
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101-756-967.205 (DNR Passport Grant Match)   $1,600 
 
590-561-967.205 (DNR Passport Grant Match).  $11,400 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 20, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-23 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A COOPERATIVE WORK AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE MUSKEGON RIVER WATERSHED ASSEMBLY AND THE CITY OF BIG 

RAPIDS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT FOR PLANTING  
TREES AT CLAY CLIFFS NATURE AREA 

 
 WHEREAS, The Muskegon River Watershed Assembly (MRWA) applied for two 
grants to reduce the harmful effects of non-point source pollution by planting native trees 
and shrubs in the City park lands, and  
 
 WHEREAS, a U.S. Forest Service Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant has 
been awarded to the MRWA, which will allow the City to plant 300 native trees on a portion 
of Clay Cliffs Nature Area to restore wildlife habitat, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost to plant native trees at Clay Cliffs is $56,510.00, which will be 
reimbursed pending timely receipt of acceptable status reports with supporting 
documentation of eligible project expenditures, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this expense will be budgeted in the Fiscal Year 2017/18 budget. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission Approve the 
Cooperative Agreement between the Muskegon River Watershed Assembly and the City 
of Big Rapids to participate in the U.S. Forest Service Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
to plant native trees at Clay Cliffs Nature Area.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to Account Number 101-
756-967.065 (USFS Tree Planting) and the Mayor is authorized to sign said agreement.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 20, 2017   
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-24 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A COOPERATIVE WORK AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE MUSKEGON RIVER WATERSHED ASSEMBLY AND THE MECOSTA  

COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION AND THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
 PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT TO PLANT NATIVE 

 SHRUBS AT CLAY CLIFFS NATURE AREA AND  
PERENNIAL PLANTS AT OSCEOLA PARK 

 
 WHEREAS, The Muskegon River Watershed Assembly (MRWA) applied for two 
grants to reduce the harmful effects of non-point source pollution by planting native trees 
and shrubs in the City park lands, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mecosta County Community Foundation grant has been awarded 
to the MRWA, which will allow the City to provide native shrubs for the wildlife habitat at 
Clay Cliffs Nature Area and perennial plants at Osceola Park, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost to plant native shrubs at Clay Cliffs and perennial plants at 
Osceola Park is $2,500.00, which will be reimbursed pending timely receipt of acceptable 
status reports with supporting documentation of eligible project expenditures, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this expense will be budgeted 50% in the Fiscal Year 2016/17 and 
50% in Fiscal Year 2017/18 budget. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission Approve the 
Cooperative Agreement between the Muskegon River Watershed Assembly and the 
Mecosta County Community Foundation and the City of Big Rapids to participate in the 
Mecosta County Community Foundation grant to plant native shrubs for the wildlife 
habitat at Clay Cliffs Nature Area and perennial plants at Osceola Park  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to Account Number 101-
756-967.066 (MCCF Tree Planting) and the Mayor is authorized to sign said agreement.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 20, 2017   
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• The Mayor and Mr. Gifford attended the Big Rapids Township meeting to discuss 
the incorporation of Clay Cliffs into the City.  One of the concerns expressed at the 
meeting was restricting the property to park use and a nature reserve.  Mr. Williams 
has been asked to research if there is a way to add a recorded deed restriction, 
especially for the property that is referenced as the Borth property.  
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 The two Muskegon River Watershed Assembly grant resolutions and the additional 
 work that is being done to enhance Clay Cliffs is important information for the Big 
 Rapids Township board to know.  The Clerk was asked to send Mr. Stanek copies 
 of the two Muskegon River Watershed Assembly grant resolutions that were 
 passed by the City Commission tonight so that Mr. Stanek could share them with 
 his board. 
 
 The Mayor would like the Clay Cliffs Incorporation as an action item on the 
 May/June Agenda for the City Commission. 
 

• Commissioner Anderson expressed her enjoyment of the Grand Rapids 
Symphony as part of the Festival of the Arts.    

 
• Commissioner Rothstein commented on how much he has enjoyed many of the 

events of the Festival of the Arts.   
 

• Commissioner James referenced the Manager’s newsletter regarding the 
downtown theatre.  Carmike has been sold to AMC, which is a very large company.  
Mr. Gifford has tried to make contact with AMC to encourage investment in the 
theatre at its current location.        

 
• Commissioner James would like the street lights on Bjornson Street reviewed the 

next time street lights are assessed because it is very dark in the City limits.  
Several people have made comments to Commissioner James regarding the lights 
on Baldwin Street Bridge.  It seems that there are more lights on the west side of 
the bridge than the east.  Mr. Gifford stated that the City’s long term plan is to take 
the lights all the way to Catherine Street.   

 
• Commissioner Hogenson commented that if a person were to google Monarch 

Butterfly Costumes there are several beautiful costumes.     
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk  
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City Commission 
March 6, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 16 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of February 20, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY  
 
American Public Works Association Award – Mark Gifford commented that the Michigan 
Chapter of the American Public Works Association announced that the Baldwin Street 
Bridge won the award for Project of the Year in the category of Structures $5 Million to 
$25 Million.  There will be an awards banquet on May 25, 2017 at the Grand Traverse 
Resort in Acme, MI.      
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Public Input Session for Obtaining Public Input and Ideas for Projects to be included 

in the 2017/2018 City Budget.   
 

Aaron Kuhn, City Treasurer, updated the Commission on the progress of budget talks 
with Department Heads.  The Clerk presented a letter from Mrs. Marian Beadle asking 
that the Commission continue to place money in the budget for flats of Zinnias for City 
residents. 

 
b.  Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)  
 
     Mark Sweppenheiser presented the 2017-2023 Capital Improvement Plan.  The format 

of the CIP changed drastically this year.  The MEDC now requires a six-year written 
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CIP to be eligible for grant funding.  The watermain and reconstruction of Ives Avenue 
makes a six-year CIP essential.   

 
   The CIP committee met on two different occasions and visited Public Safety, 

Wastewater and Water Plants.  The Planning Commission held a public hearing on 
February 15, 2017 and unanimously recommended approval of the 2017-2023 CIP.   

 
  This six-year plan will be updated annually with one year dropping off and another 

being added on.      
 
Commissioner Anderson commented on the price of the Fairman building mural that will 
cost the City $8,000.  The particular area that the mural will be at is not as aesthetically 
pleasing as it could be.  It looks like a billboard will have to be built and put up next to the 
wall.  Sometimes an empty space has a lot to say and on that particular wall; there are 
still the clear lines of where the doors and windows once were, which are interesting in 
itself.  She believes that the roads and sidewalks are in great need of repair.   
 
Commissioner Anderson stated that she liked the format of the CIP that Mr. 
Sweppenheiser has put together.   
 
Commissioner Rothstein congratulated Mr. Sweppenheiser on compiling a readable CIP 
budget process, which was easy to understand.   
 
Commissioner James asked what the cost of the mural will be and who, if any, are 
donating toward it.  Mr. Gifford stated that the total cost of the mural is $45,000, which 
50% will come from the State and then equal parts would come from the Festival of the 
Arts, Big Rapids Housing Commission and the City.   
 
It was thought at first that the mural could not be affixed directly to the wall, but it turns 
out that this is not the case.  The mural will most likely be affixed directly to the building.   
 
Commissioner James asked about the 1 mill that is dedicated for streets and if so why 
does the CIP not reflect this.  Mr. Kuhn stated that the 1 mill is still active and the CIP 
does not reflect this because the projects in the CIP are the only ones that were presented 
for this year and they do not add up to the 1 mill.   Commissioner James asked that if the 
taxpayers are donating money for that extra mill, shouldn’t the City be showing the 
equivalent to what that mill is bringing in for these CIP projects.   Mr. Kuhn stated yes it 
should be shown.  Mr. Sweppenheiser commented that the big concern was Ives Avenue 
and the unknow cost of that project.  Commissioner James understood that, but the 
taxpayers are asked for the money, the City receives the money, and the mill comes in 
and goes to the street fund. The City should be showing at least the equivalent of that mill 
in CIP projects.  She would like to see this going forward. 
 
Commission James liked the format, however, it is out of order.  She would like to see it 
complied the way the funds are in the general ledger.  In the future, she would like Mr. 
Kuhn to help Mr. Sweppenheiser get it in the proper order.  She does like the format and 
the fact that it is easy to read.    
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Commissioner Hogenson is concerned about the street dollars.  He believes that the 
residents have the right to look to the City to make sure that the streets are in good repair.  
Some of the streets that Commissioner Hogenson travels frequently are not in good repair 
and have not been for some time.  He believes that there is an expectation that the people 
see dollars that have been earmarked for that project go to that purpose.   
 
Mr. Kuhn commented that a mill represents approximately $150,000 in property tax 
dollars and between the two funds the City has $175,000 in CIP projects.    
 
Mayor Warba asked that on Table 1 of the CIP report, Summary of Available Funds, it 
states that there is $1,873,300.  Is it correct that the money is actually there?  Not all of 
that funding is being proposed for CIP projects, but at least the funds are available to do 
a great majority of the CIPs for 2017/2018.  Mr. Kuhn stated that was correct.          
         
PUBLIC COMMENT –  
 
Pat Currie, Big Rapids, spoke on how he believes the City is doing a great job with the 
building of the beautiful Baldwin Street Bridge and buying of the Hanchett property for 
future development.  His concern is that going east on the bridge, it is dark and wondered 
why there are not as many lights going east as there are going west.  He heard that the 
City ran out of money, so not as many lights were installed.   
 
In the CIP, the City has budgeted money for a $45,000 mural in which the City’s share 
would be $8,000.  This money could be used to purchase more lights.  Mr. Currie would 
like to see the lights go all the way to Catherine Street. There are many existing 
businesses on the east side and in order to attract new businesses to the area, Mr. Currie 
believes that more lighting is needed.  More lighting would also show unity and close the 
gap between the two sides of the City.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 p.m.  Public Hearing for Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
The Mayor opened the public hearing for the Capital Improvement Plan at 7:05 p.m.   
 
Bob Mcguire, Big Rapids Township, has lived in Big Rapids for 85 years.  He is not in 
favor of incorporating Clay Cliffs into the City.  He believes that years ago, a footprint of 
the City was created and that the boundaries should not be expanded.  He would like to 
see the land stay in the township.       
 
Mayor Warba commented that the property owner approached the City to see if the City 
would be interested in purchasing the land.  The City did not approach the property owner.  
The City purchased the land and he believes that the property needs to be incorporated 
into the City.  Clay Cliffs is a nature area and will continue to be such for everyone to 
enjoy.  This land does not lend itself to development.        
 
Mr. Bill Stanek commented that he appreciates what the City is doing in regards to Clay 
Cliffs.  
 
There being no other comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:16 p.m.  
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The Mayor would like staff to look at the budget and maybe find a way to add lighting to 
further enhance the area to the east on the Baldwin Street Bridge. 
 
There is a fencing project for the airport in the CIP.  The Mayor was concerned that the 
airport fencing would be affected if the runway extension was approved in the future.  He 
does not want to see the fence taken down due to the runway extension.  Mr. Mike Lafferty 
stated that the fence would not be affected. 
 
The Ives drain and the Ives watermain projects need to be coordinated so that the Ives 
watermain is not dug up at a later date in order to improve the Ives drain.      
 
The Mayor asked if the roadway funding bill was estimated in the CIP.  Mr. Kuhn stated 
on the revenue projections that he has seen from MDOT the City’s funding will be 
drastically increased over the next two to three fiscal years.  This is reflected in the CIP 
for local and major streets over the six-year plan.  The Mayor asked that if funding 
increases from this source, can the City taper off from the 1 mill that has been dedicated 
to the street improvements.  Mr. Kuhn stated that the City could have that conversation 
going forward.   
 
Shared services – The Mayor discussed the possibility of a Civil Engineer being employed 
jointly by the City and the Mecosta County Road Commission.  Serious discussions 
should also be need regarding combining MOTA and DART.  This could be a cost savings 
and could still provide quality service to our residents both within the City and out.   
 
Water replacement fund – In fiscal years 2021/22 and 2022/23 there are CIPs for the 
replacement of all lights and fixtures and to repaint both clarifiers at the water plant in the 
amount of $176,000 for both fiscal years.  The debt on the water plant is due to retire in 
2019.  The Mayor encourages the future commission and staff to decommission the 
current water treatment plant.  He is not sure what purpose it serves since the City 
changed its water source from the river to the well fields by the airport.  Once the debt is 
paid off, money could be saved by decommissioning the plant and by not doing these CIP 
projects.      
         
RESOLUTION NO. 17-25 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 
2017/23 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

 
 WHEREAS, Municipal Policy MIS-11 requires the City to develop a Capital 
Improvement Plan, which is updated annually, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the MEDC is requiring a six-year written Capital Improvement Plan 
in order for the City to be eligible for grant funding, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City staff is required to provide the City Commission with the CIP 
(Capital Improvement Plan) in advance of the budgetary process, and 
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 WHEREAS, after soliciting input into the CIP, the Planning Commission makes an 
advisory recommendation to the City Commission, and 
 
 WHEREAS, at their February 15, 2017 public hearing, the Planning Commission 
recommendation adoption as per the attached FY 2017/23 Capital Improvement Plan 
Listing. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby adopts 
the attached 2017/23 Capital Improvement Plan. 
  
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
 Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 6, 2017      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-26 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

BLOCK GRANT TO RECEIVE FUNDING TO DO THE PHASE I - DESIGN OF THE 
AIRPORT PERIMETER FENCE AND PHASE I – DESIGN TO ACQUIRE  

SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT (BROOM WITH AIR BLAST)  
FOR ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT   

  
WHEREAS, the City has applied for and has been granted a Block Grant from the 

Michigan Department of Transportation for projects at Roben-Hood Airport, and 
 
WHEREAS, this grant will be used for the Phase I – Design of a broom with air 

blast, and the perimeter fence for Roben Hood airport, and  
 
WHEREAS, the total design amount of both projects is $34,300.00, whereby 

$32,585.00 comes from Federal and State grant monies with a City match of $1,715.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve 

Contract No. 2017-0382, Federal Project No. B-26-0013-2214 for the Federal/State/Local 
Airport Project under the MDOT Block Grant program in the amount of $1,715.00 and 
authorize the Mayor to sign said contract. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the funding for the Phase I -design for the 

perimeter fence has been approved in the City’s Airport Capital Improvement Plan and 
will be expensed to Account No. 295-249-802.008 (Engineering – Airport Fence) and the 
funding for Phase I – Design of the Broom with Air Blast be expensed to Account No. 
295-249-967.020(Airport Match). 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
 Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
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Dated:  March 6, 2017      
  
RESOLUTION NO. 17-27 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING MEAD AND HUNT TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING 

SERVICES FOR THE SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT  
PROPOSAL (BROOM WITH AIR BLAST) PHASE I - DESIGN 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission per resolution No. 16-99, dated October 3, 2016, 

hired Mead and Hunt as the City’s engineering firm for Roben Hood airport, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires to engage Mead and Hunt to perform professional 

engineering services for the snow removal equipment proposal (broom with air blast), 
Phase I - Design at Roben Hood Airport, and 

 
WHEREAS, the total amount of this project is $11,100, whereby $10,545.00 comes 

from Federal and State grant monies with a City match of $555.00. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
contract with Mead and Hunt for the snow removal equipment proposal (broom with air 
blast) Phase I – Design and authorize the Mayor to sign said contract.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the funding for this project will be expensed to 
Account No. 295-249-967-020 (Airport Match).  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 6, 2017      
 
Commissioner James asked if staff was considering installing any new sidewalks.  Mr. 
Gifford stated that the current funding levels are for maintaining current sidewalks only.  
The budget would have to be doubled in order to install any new sidewalks.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-28 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING STAFF TO PREPARE ESTIMATES 
 AND DIAGRAMS AND TO ESTABLISH A PUBLIC HEARING DATE REGARDING 

2016/2017 SIDEWALK SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids determines that a public 
improvement through the new, replacement and repair of certain sidewalks, where 
required, is necessary and shall be initiated by Special Assessment and therefore; 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that a public improvement through construction of new 

sidewalk, replacement and repair of existing sidewalk, is necessary and shall take place 
within certain properties on the following streets: 

 
 100 & 200 Block of Rust Ave. 300 & 400 Block of S. Michigan Ave. 
 100 Block of Baldwin St.  100 Block of N. Stewart St. 
 800 Block of Marion Ave.  100 Block of S. Warren Ave. 
 200 Block of Fuller Ave.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 50% of the expense shall be paid by each 
property owner benefited thereby, and 50% of the expense shall be paid by the City of 
Big Rapids, and that the property owner’s expense shall be levied and paid in the manner 
following: 

 
Full payment to be spread over a three (3) year term payable in three (3) 
annual installments with interest at the rate of six percent (3%) per annum 
on all unpaid sums with no interest charged until after the first installment of 
the special assessment. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said special assessment shall be upon 

each lot, premise and parcel of land abutting the public improvement on or next to the 
above list of properties proportionately to the improvement; the expense for said 
improvement is estimated to be $5.00 per square foot for installation of four inch (4”) 
thickness sidewalk, $5.75 per square foot for installation of six inch (6”) thickness 
sidewalk, and $5.75 per square foot for installation of ramp. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Public Works Deputy Director shall prepare 

estimates and diagrams and that the estimates and diagrams be filed with the City Clerk 
for public examination, and the City Clerk shall publicize this public improvement in the 
Pioneer Press; and that the City Commission will meet on Monday March 20, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Commission meeting room of City Hall to consider any objections. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba         
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 6, 2017   
 
Commissioner James asked if the storm water was the largest part of the expense of 
the Mitchell Creek Improvements because there is a large amount coming from the 
water fund.  Mr. Kuhn stated that there was a formula that was used to determine the 
amount that would be coming from the general fund and from the water fund.  He is 
comfortable with the formula that was used. 
 
The Mayor stressed that the demolition of the Chamber of Commerce building would need 
to be coordinated with any improvements that are done to Mitchell Creek Park.  Mr. Gifford 
stated that there have been discussions regarding the following: 
 

• Demolishing the building before any improvements are done to the park 
• City renting out the building 
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• Giving the building to Housing Commission      
 
The Chamber owns the building and the City owns the land.  The Chamber could take 
the building, but if they do not want the building it will revert to the City. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-29 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF ACCEPTANCE OF DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
 RESOURCES PASSPORT GRANT AGREEMENT FOR  

MITCHELL CREEK PARK IMPROVEMENT 
 

RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids, Michigan does hereby accept the terms 
of the Agreement for Grant #RP16-0054 as received from the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (DEPARTMENT), and that the City of Big Rapids does hereby 
specifically agree, but not by way of limitation, as follows: 

 
1. To appropriate all funds necessary to complete the project during the project 

period and to provide fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000, $6,900 from 101-756-
967.205, and $48,100 from 590-561-967.205) to match the grant ($45,000) 
authorized by the DEPARTMENT. 
 

2. To maintain satisfactory financial accounts, documents, and records to make 
them available to the DEPARTMENT for auditing at reasonable times. 
 

3. To construct the project and provide such funds, services and materials as may 
be necessary to satisfy the terms of said Agreement. 
 

4. To regulate the use of the facility constructed and reserved under this 
Agreement to assure the use thereof by the public on equal and reasonable 
terms. 
 

5. To comply with any and all terms of said Agreement including all terms not 
specifically set forth in the foregoing portions of this Resolution. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
authorizes the Grant Agreement with the Michigan Department of Resources for Mitchell 
Creek Park Improvements and, authorizes City Manager Mark Gifford and/or Mayor Mark 
Warba to sign the Grant Agreement and all other grant documentation. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
 Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 6, 2017      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-30 
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Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK 
FOR PRE-DESIGN SERVICES FOR CLARK AND 

 MAGNOLIA STREETS  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids applied in 2016 for a grant from the Michigan’s 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) under the Infrastructure Capacity 
Enhancement (ICE) program to assist with improvements to existing public infrastructure 
systems, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) 

announced that they will be accepting applications for new projects under the CDBG ICE 
program and has increased the grant request, which allows for requests to not exceed 
$2,000,000, and 

 
 WHEREAS, staff desires to take advantage of this grant request increase and 
requests professional services to assist in the Clark and Magnolia Street survey and the 
pre-design for the planning and preparation of the ICE grant application, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City has retained Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to 
provide engineering services, with the adoption of Resolution No. 15-52 dated June 1, 
2015, and 
 

WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. has submitted a proposal 
outlining the engineering tasks and services they will provide in the amount of $9,750.00.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the proposal of Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to assist in the Clark and 
Magnolia Street survey and the pre-design for the planning and preparation of the ICE 
grant application in the amount of $9,750.00.  
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account Number 
599-561-967.069.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 6, 2017      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-31 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING POVERTY GUIDELINES FOR ADMINISTRATION OF 

 THE POVERTY EXEMPTION FROM PROPERTY TAXES 
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 WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines for property tax poverty exemptions is 
required by state law, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the principal residence of persons who the City Assessor and Board 
of Review determine by reason of poverty are unable to contribute to the public charges 
is eligible for exemption in whole or in part from taxation under MCL 211.7u, and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to MCL 211.7u, the City of Big Rapids needs to adopt 
guidelines for the City Assessor and the Board of Review to implement,  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Assessor and Board of 
Review shall follow the Federal Poverty Guidelines Used In Determination of Poverty 
Exemptions for 2017, which are adopted by the City Commission: 
Size of Family Unit                    Poverty Guidelines 
          
           1                                           $  11,880 
           2                                           $  16,020 
           3                                           $  20,160 
           4                                           $  24,300 
           5                                           $  28,440 
           6                                           $  32,580 
           7                                           $  36,730 
           8                                           $  40,890 
  
For each additional person  $   4,160. 

    
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following guidelines are adopted by the City 
Commission to include specific income and asset levels of the claimant and all persons 
residing in the household: 
 
To be eligible for a property tax poverty exemption, on an annual basis a person shall: 
1)  Own and occupy as a principal residence the property for which an exemption is 
requested. 
 
2)  Obtain the proper application from the City Assessor and sign the application in front 
of the City Assessor or a member of the Board of Review, and file the signed application 
with the City Assessor or Board of Review accompanied by federal and state income tax 
returns for all persons residing in the residence, including any property tax credit returns 
filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current year. 
 
 
3)  Report and show that the total combined assets of the applicant do not exceed 
$15,000, and the total combined assets of all persons residing in the residence do not 
exceed $20,000, which assets include, without limitation, real estate other than the 
principal residence, motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, equipment, personal property, 
bank and investment accounts and securities. 
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4)  Produce a valid driver’s license or other form of identification. 
 
5)  Produce or reference documentary evidence of ownership of the property for which 
the exemption is requested. 
 
6)  Meet the federal poverty income guidelines. 
 
7)  File the application for exemption after January 1st but before the day prior to the last 
day of the Board of Review.  The filing of the application for an exemption constitutes an 
appearance before the March, July or December Board of Review for the purpose of 
preserving the right to appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 6, 2017      
CERTIFICATION 
 
 I, Tamyra K. Gillis, the duly appointed clerk of the City of Big Rapids do hereby 
certify the forgoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Big Rapids 
City Commission at a regular meeting held March 6, 2017 in compliance with the Open 
Meetings Act, Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended.  The 
minutes of the meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required 
by said act. 
 
 
       
 ______________________________ 
 Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-32 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ALTERNATIVE DATES IN MARCH FOR THE BOARD 
OF REVIEW AND TO SET ALTERNATIVE MEETING DATES FOR THE JULY AND 

DECEMBER BOARD OF REVIEW MEETINGS 
  

WHEREAS, Act No. 194 of the Public Acts of 2003, MCL 211.30, permits a City to 
authorize alternative starting dates for the second meeting of the March Board of Review, 
and  

WHEREAS, Section 53b of the General Property Tax Act, MCL 211.53b, requires 
a Board of Review that meets in July to meet on Tuesday following the third Monday in 
July, and a Board of Review that meets in December to meet on the Tuesday following 
the second Monday in December, and  

 
WHEREAS, Public Act 122 of 2008, MCL 211.53b, allows an alternative July Board 

of Review meeting during the week of the third Monday in July, and an alternative 



12 
 

December Board of Review meeting date during the week of the second Monday of 
December, if authorized by the governing body of the municipality, and  

  
WHEREAS, the City Commission determines that having alternative dates for 

meetings of the Board of Review is in the best interest of the City of Big Rapids, and is 
recommended by the City Assessor. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission authorizes 

alternative starting dates in March when the Board of Review shall initially meet, which 
alternative starting dates shall be the Tuesday or Wednesday following the second 
Monday in March, and the City Commission authorizes the July Board of Review to meet 
on an alternative date during the week of the third Monday in July, and the City 
Commission authorizes the December Board of Review to meet on an alternative date 
during the week of the second Monday in December. 

 
 
 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 6, 2017  
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION 
 
 I, Tamyra K. Gillis, the duly appointed clerk of the City of Big Rapids do hereby 
certify the forgoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Big Rapids 
City Commission at a regular meeting held March 6, 2017 in compliance with the Open 
Meetings Act, Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended.  The 
minutes of the meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required 
by said act.  
 
 ______________________________ 
 Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk  
 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-33 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A RESIDENT TAXPAYER TO FILE A PROTEST 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF REVIEW BY LETTER WITHOUT 

 A PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
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WHEREAS, MCL 211.30(8), permits a City to authorize a resident taxpayer to file 
his or her protest before the Board of Review by letter without a personal appearance by 
the taxpayer or his or her agent, and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Assessor recommends that a resident taxpayer be allowed to 

file his or her protest before the Board of Review without making a personal appearance.   
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission authorizes a 

resident taxpayer to file his or her his or her protest before the Board of Review by letter 
without a personal appearance by the taxpayer or his or her agent, and City staff shall 
prepare a statement notifying taxpayers of this option in each assessment notice and on 
each notice or publication of the meeting of the Board of Review.  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 6, 2017      
 
 
 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION 
 
 I, Tamyra K. Gillis, the duly appointed clerk of the City of Big Rapids do hereby 
certify the forgoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Big Rapids 
City Commission at a regular meeting held March 6, 2017 in compliance with the Open 
Meetings Act, Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended.  The 
minutes of the meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required 
by said act. 
 
       
 ______________________________ 
 Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk  
 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Mark Gifford commented about the added requirements that the State has put on 
cities in order to be grant eligibility.  One is for the Capital Improvement Plan and 
another is the Redevelopment Ready Communities.  The Commission may want 
this topic as a Study Session in the future.   

 
• Commissioner Hogenson commented that he appreciated Mr. Gifford visiting the 

local industries along with the other economic development people who presented 
a unified front on behalf of the City.     

 



14 
 

• Commissioner Anderson stated that she attended the Library’s Seed Bank event, 
which hosted a speaker.  The speaker was interesting and fun to listen to.  A 
person who has a valid library card and go and check out seeds from the library.  
It is interesting to see that libraries have become something else. 

 
• The Mayor would like to find a way to tackle the lighting issue going east on 

Baldwin Street Bridge.   
 

• The Mayor recognized the Ferris Men’s basketball Team for going to the NCAA 
Tournament and the High School hockey team playing in a quarter final game on 
Wednesday.  
 

• The Mayor will not be able to attend the City Commission meeting on March 20, 
2017.  

 
   
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
March 20, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Hogenson called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 
6:30 p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; and City Treasurer 
Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  Mayor Warba  
 
There were 35 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein that the minutes 
of March 6, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –   
 
a.  Introduction of Brynn Chesebro, Recreation Coordinator  
 
Heather Bowman introduced Brynn Chesebro as the City’s new part-time Recreation 
Coordinator/Farmer’s Market Master.  Ms. Chesebro has a Bachelor’s degree in 
Recreation Management and a minor in Hospitality Administration and has worked for the 
City of Mt. Pleasant in their Recreation department.  She took a 30-week internship in the 
State of Florida where she became their Youth Sports Specialist Programmer.  She 
moved back to Michigan and worked for the Detroit Tigers Foundation before taking 
employment at the City of Big Rapids. 
 
Ms. Chesebro is looking forward to using the resources that she has gathered through 
her experiences to enhance the quality of life in Big Rapids.       
  
b.  Oath of Office for Lindy Waite, Police Officer 
 
Director Eddinger introduced Lindy Waite as the newest Police Officer.  The Clerk gave 
Police Officer Waite the Oath of Office. 
  
STUDY SESSION - None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT - none 
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
Public Hearing regarding the Special Assessment Roll for 2016/2017 Sidewalk 
Improvement Project was opened by Mayor Pro-Tem Hogenson at 7:00 p.m.   
  
Mayor Pro-Tem Hogenson opened the floor for comments from the audience.  There were 
no persons in the audience who spoke for or against the special assessment.  There was 
no written or telephonic correspondence.   
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:01 p.m.    
 
The Commission took a 14-minute recess. 
 
RESOLUTION NO 17-34 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING BIDS FOR 2017 CONSTRUCTION 

SEASON MAINTENANCE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids Department of Public Works maintains the 
streets within the City limits, which necessitates the need for maintenance materials, 
maintenance, rented equipment, and operational repairs, and  

 
WHEREAS, annually, the City advertises for competitive pricing for a variety of 

maintenance materials and rental of equipment that the City does not own, but may need 
to complete projects or assist with unexpected emergency repairs, and  

 
WHEREAS, bids were solicited for construction materials and equipment and 

attached are the bids and the offered price, and 
 
WHEREAS, prices are good April 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 

attached bids with their offered price and that the equipment, maintenance and contracted 
services bid amounts may be utilized for other public works maintenance activities. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the costs will be expensed to the following 

accounts:  
 
Major Streets:     202-464-782.000 

        202-464-801.000 
 
 Local Streets:   203-464-782.000 
      203-464-801.000 
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 Parks:     101-756-732.000 
      101-756-801.000 
   
 Sidewalks, Alleys,  
 & Storm Sewers:   101-442-782.000 
      101-442-801.000 
 
 Sewage Transmission:  590-561-782.000 
       
 
 Water Transmission:  591-561-782.000 
      591-561-801.000 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein         
Nays:  None     
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 20, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-35 
 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 
 THE SALE OF A 1998 DODGE DAKOTA SPORT 

TO JOHN WRIGHT  
 

 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids to dispose of a 1998 Dodge Dakota Sport, and  
 
 WHEREAS, one bid was received, whereby staff is recommending the acceptance 
of the bid of John Wright, in the amount of $1,051.00.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
staff’s recommendation for the disposal of a 1998 Dodge Dakota Sport, vin number 
1B7FL22PXWS630855 in the amount of $ 1,051.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the $ 1,051.00 from the sale of this vehicle be 
deposited into Account No. 661-000-693.000. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein           
Nays:   None    
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 20, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-36 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR  
STATE FORMULA OPERATING ASSISTANCE FOR  

FISCAL YEAR 2018 UNDER ACT NO. 51 OF THE  
PUBLIC ACTS FOR 1951, AS AMENDED – DART 

 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Act No. 51 of the Public Acts of 1951, as amended (Act 
51),  it is  necessary  for the  City of Big Rapids,  (hereby  known  as  THE APPLICANT)  
established under Act 279, to provide a local transportation program for the state Fiscal 
Year of 2018 (October 1, 2017 through September 30, 2018) and, therefore, apply for 
state financial assistance under provisions of Act 51; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the governing body (City of Big Rapids), to name 
an official representative for all public transportation matters, who is authorized to provide 
such information as deemed necessary by the State Transportation Commission or 
department for its administration of Act 51; and     
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to certify that no changes in eligibility documentation 
have occurred during the past state fiscal year; and 
 WHEREAS, the performance indicators have been reviewed and approved by the 
governing body (City of Big Rapids); and  
 
 WHEREAS, THE APPLICANT (City of Big Rapids), has reviewed and approved 
the proposed balance (surplus) budget, and funding sources of estimated federal funds 
$111,611.00, estimated state funds $231,103.00, estimated local funds $89,586.00, 
estimated fare box $75,000.00, estimated other funds $96,000.00, with total estimated 
expenses of $603,300.00.  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that THE APPLICANT (City of Big 
Rapids) hereby makes its intentions to provide public transportation services and to apply 
for state financial assistance with this annual plan, in accordance with Act 51; and 
 
 HEREBY, appoints Mark Gifford as the Transportation Coordinator, for all public 
transportation matters, who is authorized to provide such information as deemed 
necessary by the State Transportation Commission or department for its administration 
of Act 51 for 2018 (October 1, 2017 through September 30, 2018). 
 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein         
Nays:  None     
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 20, 2017  
 
I Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk of THE APPLICANT, (City of Big Rapids) having custody of 
the records and proceedings of THE APPLICANT (City of Big Rapids), does hereby certify 
that I have compared this Resolution No. 17-36 adopted by THE APPLICANT (City of Big 
Rapids) at the meeting of March 20, 2017 with the original minutes now on file and of 
record in the office and that this resolution is true and correct.    
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed seal of said City of 
Big Rapids this 21st day of March A.D. 2017. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-37 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
  

RESOLUTION EXCUSING MAYOR WARBA  
DUE TO VACATION 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission excuses  
Mayor Warba from the regular meeting of March 20, 2017 due to vacation. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein           
Nays:   None    
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 20, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-38 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING CITY ASSESSOR TO PREPARE 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL 

FOR 2016/2017 SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission held a public hearing on Monday, 
March 20, 2017, on the estimates and diagrams for the construction of sidewalk under 
the City of Big Rapids 2016/2017 Sidewalk Improvement Project, and; 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Commission deems it to be in the public interest to make said 
improvements at the properties identified in the City of Big Rapids Sidewalk Improvement 
Project and that the said improvements shall be special assessed upon each lot, premise 
and parcel of land abutting the public improvement proportionately to the improvement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission of Big Rapids, 
that said estimates and diagrams are hereby adopted and approved for said 
improvements under the 2016/2017 Sidewalk Improvement Project. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Assessor or his/her designate is 
hereby directed to prepare a Special Assessment Roll for the improvements under the 
Sidewalk Improvement Project at the cost of $5.00 per square foot for installation of four 
inch (4”) thickness sidewalk, and $5.75 per square foot for installation of six inch (6”) 
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thickness sidewalk, and $5.75 per square foot for installation of ramp, with 50% of the 
expense to be paid by the City of Big Rapids and 50% of the expense to be paid by special 
assessment by each property owner benefited, which will be levied in three (3) annual 
installments, and to deposit said Roll with the City Clerk for public examination thereof. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission and City Assessor, or 
his/her designate, will meet and consider any objections to said Roll at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, April 3, 2017, in the Commission room of City Hall, 226 N. Michigan Avenue, 
and that notice of said hearing shall be given by first class mail at least ten (10) days prior 
to said hearing to each owner of property to be assessed. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein           
Nays:   None    
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 20, 2017    
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Anderson noticed that on the corner of Elm and Michigan the ADA 
detectable warning pad had been removed all winter.  Matt Ruelle stated that corner 
would be repaired as part of the sidewalk improvement program.  There were several 
ADA detectable warning pads that were installed when the City did the Streetscape in 
2010.  The City has had major issues with the style that MDOT approved.  Salt may be 
getting trapped underneath deteriorating the concrete to the point that the pads can be 
pulled up and out of the concrete.  They have since stopped using that style of warning 
plates and have replaced them with ductile iron plates         
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Pro-Tem Hogenson            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
April 3, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 12 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of March 20, 2017 regular meeting be accepted as corrected. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein  
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Public Input Session for Obtaining Public Input and Ideas for Projects to be 
     Included in the 2017/2018 City Budget.  
      
     Mr. Kuhn, City Treasurer, updated the Commission on the timeline for the 2017/18 
     budget.   Mayor Warba opened the floor for input and ideas for city projects.  No one 
     spoke from the audience.       
 
b.  Employment of a Civil Engineer Discussion – Mark Gifford 
 
     With the retirement of Roger Schneidt in the Public Works Department, the City will 

feel his absence.  Although he was not an engineer by training, he has functioned 
somewhat as the City Engineer due to his vast experience and knowledge.  One of 
the options being reviewed to fill this vacancy, would be to hire a licensed engineer 
that could provide the needed technical expertise to review documents submitted to 
the City by Fleis and VandenBrink, City’s contractors, developers and others.  The 
engineer could also design some small-scale projects for the City, saving in costs that 
would otherwise need to be contracted out.   
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     The Mecosta County Road Commission is experiencing similar issues, which has led 
to discussions of partnering together to employ a Civil Engineer that could work for 
both entities.  An agreement has been prepared for review by both parties.  The 
current strategy is to advertise and go through the interview process before acting on 
the agreement by the City or by the Road Commission.   

 
      Commissioner James asked how the Road Commission would be billed.  Mr. Gifford 

explained that the total salary and benefit costs would be split on a 50/50 basis.  The 
City would invoice the Road Commission quarterly for its share.  The Civil Engineer 
would be a Level 7 with a pay salary approximately in the mid $70,000 range.  

 
      The City currently shares the cost with the County for IT services and a Rental 

Inspector.  With the current economic challenges, it makes sense to cost share with 
the County.   

 
      Commissioner Rothstein commented that the City may get extra points for cost sharing 

when applying for grants.         
 
c.  Right of Way Development Regulations – Eric Williams 
 

           Mr. Williams explained how communication companies and real estate developers are 
asking or demanding to construct cellular communications towers and antennae in the 
public right of way.  City staff have received two requests to construct utility poles 120 
feet in height and have rejected these two requests.  There is risk that the City may 
be singled out and sued over one of these requests.  

 
           The City has water towers that cellular antennae can be placed, for a fee, and those 

opportunities have been relayed to the applicants seeking to use the right of way.   
 
           The companies that are trying to install the 120 foot poles in the public right of way 

are real estate development investors, who will sell or lease the poles to 
communications businesses.   

 
          The Michigan Constitution grants reasonable control over the public right of way to 

Michigan municipalities though Const. 1963 Art 7 Section 29.  The constitution states 
that no one shall have the right to use public places for poles without the consent of 
the duly constituted authority of the city or transact local business therein without first 
obtaining a franchise from the city.  

 
           If these 120 foot poles were allowed in the City’s right of way, there is some concern 

as to who would remove these poles if technological advances render them   obsolete 
or companies go out of business or merge with another company.    Mr. Williams 
recommends having them bonded so that that the City has funds to remove them.   

 
           Mr. Williams also recommends to say “no” to requests to construct cell towers or huge 

utility poles in the City right of way for lease or sale to communications companies.  
Mr. Williams also recommends the development of a City Code section on right of way 
permits that specifies the basic ground rules: 

 
• The right of way is under the control of the city 
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• A public utility with a franchise to operate in the City can install facilities in the City 

right of way 
 

• The right of way is not available for private development.       
 

Commissioner Hogenson was concerned about the functionality and the aesthetics of 
these poles.  What recourse does the city have if a private property owner wants to sell 
or lease their land to these developers.  Mr. Williams stated that a private property owner 
could not sell or lease his property by an existing city ordinance.   
 
The Mayor wondered if these poles could be placed in the Industrial Park whereby if they 
fell they would not land on someone’s house.  
 
Commissioner James asked about the new company Casair.  Mr. Williams commented 
that Casair is a new company that provides internet.  They received a federal grant to 
provide broad ban to rural residents.  He believes that they need a franchise permit from 
the City.  They currently do not have a permit. 
 
The City Attorney was asked to draft some language to be inserted in the City’s Code 
section.        

 
     d.  Personnel Manual Updates – Ms. Melissa Hauger reviewed the 41 update changes 

that are proposed for the Non-Bargaining Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual.  
Some of the highlights are as follows:  

 
• Several “housekeeping” revisions due to employee title changes, along with 

changes in procedures and federal policies. 
 

• Delete wording pertaining to “hired before” or “hired after” pay scales – a new 
compensation study has done away with this. 

 
• Addition of a $250 employee merit bonus for an exceptional or excellent rating on 

their performance appraisal. 
 

• Change in original appointment step increases from six to twelve months. 
 

• Addition of “upon death of the employee”.  Delete Option II and Option III of sick 
payout.  Change sick payout from 50% to 60% upon death or retirement.   

 
• Change employee life insurance from $10,000 to $25,000 and AD&D from $20,000 

to $25,000.    
 

• Increase employee MERS DB contribution from 3.95% to 5.5%. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
 
The City Commission took a 5-minute break. 
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PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing regarding the Special Assessment Roll for 2016/2017 Sidewalk 
Improvement Project was opened by Mayor Warba at 7:01 p.m.   
  
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience.  There were no persons in 
the audience who spoke for or against the special assessment.  There was no written or 
telephonic correspondence.   
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:01 p.m.    
 
Public Hearing regarding a Grant Application to the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation 2017 Infrastructure Capacity Enhancement Community Development Block 
Grant Program Big Rapids Water Main Reliability Project was opened by Mayor Warba 
at 7:02.     
 
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience.  There were no persons in 
the audience who spoke for or against the grant application.  There was no written or 
telephonic correspondence.   
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:02 p.m.    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-39 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL NO.  17-521  
FOR 2016/2017 SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 
 WHEREAS, Special Assessment Roll No. 17-521 has been submitted for the 
construction of sidewalk under the City of Big Rapids 2016/2017 Sidewalk Improvement 
Project, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission held a public hearing on Monday, April 3, 2017 
to consider any objections to said Roll, at which time the special assessments were 
confirmed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves said Special Assessment Roll No. 17-521 to be spread over a three (3) year 
term payable in three (3) annual installments with interest at the rate of three percent (3%) 
per annum due each February 1st hereafter, beginning February 1, 2018, and directs the 
City Assessor to deposit the same with the City Clerk for endorsement as to the date of 
confirmation.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon confirmation by the City Clerk, said Roll 
shall be transmitted to the City Treasurer for collection. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
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Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 3, 2017    
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true and complete copy of a resolution of the City of Big 
Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of said City held April 3, 2017.    
 
I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of Big Rapids and 
that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor and City Clerk. 

 
       ___________________________ 
       Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
       Dated: April 4, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-40 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption  
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 2016/2017 
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission has approved the sidewalk 
improvement program for the year 2016/2017 in which the City will address the 
rehabilitation of existing walks, accessible ramping, and detectable warning, and 
 
 WHEREAS, bids were solicited for the project, whereby six bids were received, 
and review of the bids by staff has resulted in a recommendation to accept the lowest and 
best bid of Rogers and Johnson Concrete Construction, Reed City, in the amount of 
$34,382.20. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Rogers and Johnson 
Concrete Construction be accepted in an amount of $34,382.20 for the 2016/2017 
Sidewalk Improvement Program and Mayor authorized to sign contract.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to account number 101-
442-967.703 (sidewalk program) in the amount of $34,382.20. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 3, 2017   
 
There was discussion regarding the Utility Service Partners DBA Service Line Warranties 
of America.  Mr. Kris Schultz from another company named ServLine, attended the City 
Commission meeting and asked to be considered by the City before voting on the 
proposed Utility Service Partners resolution.  Commissioner Hogenson wondered if the 
City should extend an invitation to every company in the State of Michigan.        
 
Mr. Schultz supplied the commission with some literature on ServLine.  The City 
Commission decided to postpone the Utility Service Partners DBA Service Line 
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Warranties of America. Resolution until more information could be gathered and 
reviewed.  
         
Staff has been working very hard on an Infrastructure Capacity Enhancement grant 
through the state for a large project.  This project would include watermain replacement 
on Ives from Magnolia to State Street and two blocks of Clark Street on the west side of 
town.  Installation of a watermain on Magnolia from Ives to Winter will improve capacity 
and reliability to the system.   
 
Consequent to watermain replacement, street reconstruction, sidewalk improvement, 
new trees, tree filtration basins and bike lane designation will also be included.  
        
The grant request for the watermain improvement and roadway reconstruction on Ives 
Avenue, Clark Street, and Magnolia Street is $1,922,200.  The City’s match would be 
$346,000 and would be split between the following funds: 
 
Water Replacement Fund  $218,800 
Major Street Fund   $  61,200 
Local Street Fund   $  36,000 
Ferris State University  $  30,000 
 
This grant was applied for last year whereby the City was very close in receiving it, so 
staff is very hopeful this year.   
 
Mayor Warba asked if the funds where currently available.  Mr. Gifford stated that they 
were and that the City has received a letter from Ferris State University pledging their 
support.   
 
Public Works Director Bowman commented that this was a fantastic project and is hopes 
that the City receives the grant.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-41 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION TO THE MICHIGAN 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2017 INFRASTRUCTURE CAPACITY 
ENHANCEMENT  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

BIG RAPIDS WATER SYSTEM RELIABILITY PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Strategic Fund has invited Units of General Local 
Government to apply for its 2017 CDBG-Infrastructure Capacity Enhancement (ICE) 
Competitive Funding Round, and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is seeking funding in the amount of $1,922,200 
to replace portions of Ives/South, Magnolia, and Clark Streets water main, and  
 

WHEREAS, in addition to the $1,922,200, a combined total of $346,000 is needed 
for the project which is available and committed as match by the City with leveraging 
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funds from the Water Replacement Fund (Account #599-561-967.069), Major Street Fund 
(Account #202-451-998.000), Local Street Fund (Account #203-451-998.000) and Ferris 
State University, and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the Comprehensive 
Community Development Plan, and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed project will benefit all residents of the project area and  
66.3% of the residents of the City of Big Rapids are low and moderate income persons 
as determined by an income survey approved by the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation, and 
 

WHEREAS, local funds and any other funds to be invested in the project have not 
yet been expended and will not be expended prior to a formal grant award, completion of 
the environmental review procedures and a formal, written authorization to incur costs 
from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of 
Big Rapids authorizes the submission of a 2017 ICE CDBG application. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City of Big Rapids hereby designates City 
Manager Mark Gifford, as the Environmental Review Certifying Officer, the person 
authorized to certify the Michigan CDBG Application, the person authorized to sign the 
Grant Agreement and payment requests, and the person authorized to execute any 
additional documents required to carry out and complete the grant. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None  
The resolution was declared adopted. 
Dated:  April 3, 2017 
 
Home Occupations are permitted as a Conditional Use in the R-1, R-2 and R-3 Zoning 
Districts.  During Prior applications for a Home Occupation Permit, concerns continue to 
arise over Section 11.1:10(5), which states “no clients or customers may visit on a regular 
basis to conduct business with the home occupation”.  The City Attorney has 
recommended removal of this text.   
 
The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing and recommends removing the above 
mentioned text to Section 11.1:10(5) and replace it with “The home occupation shall not 
generate more than ten (10) business related vehicle trips in any one (1) day period. 
 
Commissioner James disclosed that she has a Home Occupation.  Mr. Williams did not 
find any reason that Commissioner James could not discuss or vote on this issue.  
Commissioner James stated that on Page 3 of the Planning Commission minutes, it 
states that FedEX and UPS trucks count in the number of trips allowed per day.  She 
uses FedEX and UPS for the delivery of personal items as well as for business.  Mr. 
Sweppenheiser commented that this probably would not be reviewed unless the City 
received complaints.   
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Commissioner Hogenson wondered how the 10 business related vehicle trips would be 
enforced.  What if someone has 13 visits?  Mr. Sweppenheiser reviewed other 
municipalities and that is the number that they used.  This would be complaint based and 
Neighborhood Services would follow up on the complaints on a case by case basis.  
 
Mayor Warba commented that he could not think of a home occupation that would not 
need to have some business related trips.  He could not think of one that would survive if 
they did not have the ability to have some business related trips come.   
 
The Mayor asked Commissioner James if she would be able to conduct her home 
occupation business if she had not had the ability to generate some traffic coming and 
going in connection with it?  Commissioner James responded “absolutely not”.  She has 
done her business in the City for 41 years without a complaint.       
 
Commissioner Anderson believes that 10 business related vehicle trips are excessive and 
wondered about how walk-ins would be counted.  Using Commissioner James tax 
services as example, she has a very special situation.  Her residence is almost rural and 
a long driveway and not many neighbors around her.  If someone were to have a business 
on a 50 foot lot downtown, that would be a big difference than Commissioner James 
situation.  Commissioner Anderson wondered why there needed to be number associated 
with this, because putting a number on it means that a person can have 10 a day.  
Commissioner Anderson suggested having it more generic and go by a case by case 
basis.            
 
Commissioner Anderson has a problem with home occupations and believes that there 
will be more of these types of businesses.  She believes that these types of businesses 
need to be handled with a bit more teeth.  Residents have certain expectations when 
living in an R-1 zone.    
 
Commissioner Hogenson stated that he lived across from Commissioner James tax 
service on Warren Avenue and although there was some additional traffic from her 
business, it was not comparable to the traffic from the Ferris State University students.  
Commissioner Hogenson does not believe that there is any language in the zoning code 
that would guarantees someone in an R-1 zone that they would not be subject to a certain 
amount of traffic. 
 
Eric Williams commented that the number one issue is the deletion of the language that 
states “no clients or customers may visit on a regular basis to conduct business with the 
home occupation”.  The number two issue is the replacement wording of “The home 
occupation shall not generate more than ten (10) business related vehicle trips in any one 
(1) day period.  The Commission does not have to put in the additional wording, however, 
they can do the minimum of striking the language that doesn’t work and send this back to 
the Planning Commission or to staff for rewording. 
 
Commissioner Rothstein agreed with Mr. Williams regarding the deletion of the proposed 
language.  He believes that this is a complaint based situation.  If neighbors are being 
disturbed they need to call Neighborhood Services.   
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 ORDINANCE NO. 702-04-17 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following ordinance: 

 
ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 11.1:10 

ON HOME OCCUPATIONS 
 
WHEREAS, home occupations are permitted as a Conditional Use in the R-1, R-

2, and R-3 Zoning Districts, and  
 

WHEREAS, during prior applications for a Home Occupation Permit, City Staff and 
Planning Commission concerns arose over Section 11.1:10 (5), which states no clients 
or customers may visit on a regular basis to conduct business with the home occupation, 
and  
 

WHEREAS, The City Attorney recommended removal of the text, and  
 

WHEREAS, A Public Hearing was held on March 15, 2017 at the Planning 
Commission to recommend a text change to Section 11.1:10(5), and  
 

WHEREAS, in the past, the City approved Home Occupations for a tax preparer, 
therapy business, bookkeeping, pet grooming, nail salon, psychotherapeutic service, 
single-chair hair salon, and private counseling service, and several of these business 
models require repeat customers on a consistent basis. 

 
THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 

 
Section 1.  Section 11.1:10, Paragraph 5 of the Zoning Ordinance is amended to read 

as follows. 

 Home Occupations may be permitted in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 

Residential Districts as a conditional use under the following procedures 

and conditions: 

 5. No clients or customers may visit on a regular basis to conduct 

business with the home occupation, and tThe home occupation shall not 
generate more than ten (10) business related vehicle trips in any one 
(1) day period. 

Section 2. The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer.  
Section 3. This ordinance shall become effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  Anderson  
The ordinance was declared adopted. 
Dated:  April 3, 2017   
Published:  April 6, 2017 
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-42 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION REFERRING PARKING REGULATIONS 
 IN THE ZONING ORDINANCE TO THE  

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  
 

WHEREAS, at the March 15, 2017 Planning Commission meeting, the Zoning 
Ordinance parking regulations were discussed with specifics to the requirement for 
residential dwellings and the number of parking spaces required, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission would like the City Commission to refer the 

parking regulations to them for review.    
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby directs 

the City Planning Commission to conduct a public hearing on the review of the Zoning 
Ordinance parking regulations and to provide the Commission with a recommendation for 
action. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 3, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-43 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING A RESIDENTIAL ANTI-DISPLACEMENT AND 

RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PLAN AND CERTIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 104(D) OF THE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1974, AS AMENDED 
 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has advised 
that all recipients of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, must certify 
that the entity is following or hereafter will be following a Residential Anti-Displacement 
Plan, and  

 
WHEREAS, in order to apply for and accept CDBG Funds and CDBG Planning 

Funds the City of Big Rapids must adopt a Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation 
Assistance Plan, which will satisfy the new regulation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby adopts 
the attached Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan and 
Certification.  
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 3, 2017   
 
There has been a request from Big Rapids Township Supervisor Bill Stanek for a deed 
to the cemetery property because there is no record title of Township ownership.  A 
deed had been prepared and given to the Township, but there is no record of it.  Mr. 
Williams is researching the legal description and will prepare the deed, which will be a 
quit claim deed to confirm title in the Charter Township of Big Rapids. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson disclosed that he has volunteered to participate in a historic 
preservation project at the Highland View Cemetery.  The Mayor has also been invited to 
participate.  Mr. Williams did not believe that it would be a conflict in voting on the 
cemetery deed. 
 
Mr. Stanek commented that he appreciated the City preparing the deed and was 
surprised to find out that the township did not already have one.  Mr. Stanek is in the 
process of forming a community task force to determine the condition of the building that 
is in the cemetery.  He would like recommendations as to what should be done since the 
building, which is 140 years old, is in need of major repairs.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-44 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A DEED FROM THE CITY TO THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF BIG RAPIDS FOR HIGHLAND VIEW CEMETERY 

  
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids owned and administered Highland View 

Cemetery until the detachment of City territory in 1991, and  
 
WHEREAS, by operation of law (MCL 123.3) Highland View Cemetery became 

the property of the Charter Township of Big Rapids, and the Township has owned and 
administered Highland View Cemetery after detachment: 
 

The preceding section of this chapter shall not apply to any cemetery or 
burying ground belonging to any city or township, but the same shall belong 
to the city or township within which it may be situated after the division shall 
have been made. 
 
WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Big Rapids is considering filing grant 

applications for Highland View Cemetery, and will have to verify record title ownership of 
the land in Highland View Cemetery, and 

 
WHEREAS, Township Supervisor Bill Stanek asked the City to authorize and 

deliver a deed from the City to the Township for Highland View Cemetery to reflect record 
title ownership in the name of the Charter Township of Big Rapids, and  
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WHEREAS, the City Attorney recommends the authorization, preparation and 
delivery of a quit claim deed for Highland View Cemetery from the City to the Township. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission authorizes and 

directs the City Attorney to prepare a quit claim deed conveying the land in Highland View 
Cemetery to the Charter Township of Big Rapids, and Mayor Mark Warba is authorized 
to sign the deed.  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 3, 2017    
 
Commissioner James disclosed that John Miedema is her son and he is being re-
appointed to the Downtown Development Authority. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-45 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 

COMPENSATION COMMISSION 
 
Donald Stephen re-appointed to a full term ending May 2022  

 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
John Miedema re-appointed to a full term ending August 2020 

 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 
 
Mark Brejcha re-appointed to a full term ending May 2020 
 
Megan Eppley re-appointed to a full term ending May 2020 
 
Karen Simmon re-appointed to a full term ending May 2020 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Tim Vogel re-appointed to a full term ending May 2020 
 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Ralph Manting appointed to a full term ending October 2019 
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Mark Speas appointed to a full term ending October 2019 
 
Jeff Joseph re-appointed to a full term ending October 2019 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None  
The resolution was declared adopted. 
Dated:  April 3, 2017    
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner Anderson appreciated the start of the yard waste pickup today and 
thanked those involved for doing a lovely job.   

 
• The Mayor and Mr. Gifford attended the Big Rapids Township meeting on March 

30, 2017.  At this meeting, they asked for input for incorporating Clay Cliffs into the 
City’s footprint.  The Mayor believes that the meeting went well and this topic will 
be on the City’s agenda for June 5.  Also on the June 5 Commission meeting 
agenda, a deed restriction for Clay Cliffs will be proposed.   
 

• The term “surplus property” cannot be found in the City’s ordinances or City 
Charter.  The City refers a piece of property that the City owns and is of an 
unproductive use to the City as surplus property.  When declaring these parcels 
surplus, care should be taken to identify deed restrictions and other restrictions on 
title or use of the property.  The Mayor encouraged Mr. Williams and staff to find a 
better process for the City to deal with property that it owns and may not have a 
need for.  Title searches need to be done to uncover anything that has been 
recorded as a restriction against the property.    
 
Mr. Williams added that the City’s process is dated to another era and does not fit 
well with what the City is trying to do as a municipality and should be reviewed.  
This causes question to the efficiency of the traditional public bid process.  Staff 
places the bid notice in the newspaper and on the City’s website, but is the bid 
getting a full market exposure.  Maybe the City should be utilizing a realtor for 
these properties.   
 

There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
May 1, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 12 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of April 17, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Airport Update 
 
Airport Manager Mike Lafferty updated the City Commission on the following: 
 

• Fuel sales and fees have been steady this year. 
• Colt has worked hard to deliver outstanding pilot services and the cookies continue 

to be a positive factor.  
• The 2017 YTD courtesy car usage report was presented.  The courtesy car was 

used 34 times.  Everyone loves the courtesy car.   
• The Art Works Gala will be held at Roben Hood this year in the center bay hangar 

“C”.  
• 2017 AirFest will be June 24, 2017.  This will be the airports 20th year.   
• The airport cooperated with the Jenison chapter of EAA (Experimental Aircraft 

Association) to host a Young Eagles event.  The purpose of this function is to give 
young boys and girls, up to age 16, their first flight experience in a small craft. 

• Operation “Good Cheer” was in December and was a well-organized charity event.  
Thirty-one aircrafts delivered gifts to several hundred children. 
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• Single-point fuel sales have continued to grow.  This system delivers fuel to the 
craft from one central point and saves the pilots and owners any potential damage 
to the wings from the fueling operation.  Roben Hood is the only facility for many 
miles around that has that system available to pilots. 

• AeroMed continues to purchase fuel at Roben Hood when they are returning to 
Traverse City or while they are training their pilots. 

• An 18-foot-long broom with an air-blast blower is being purchased, with the help 
of the City and MDOT, in order to decrease the need of DPW services during light 
snow falls.  

• The fence design project is nearly complete.  There should be enough entitlements 
to purchase fence starting at the Northland Drive hangar and continue north 
around the curves to Big Rapids Towing.   

• Mr. Lafferty would like to establish a Minimum Standards for the airport. 
• Mr. Lafferty is still revising a plan to extend the runway. 

 
b.  Budget  
 
Aaron Kuhn presented the FY 2017/18 budget.  The budget has proposed expenditures 
totaling $23,811,700.  The proposed budget is balanced with all operating and capital 
expenses covered by current revenues or available fund balance.  This year’s proposed 
budget includes provisions to continue investing one mil into resurfacing city streets as 
well as a continued one mil support for the library.  
 
Commissioner James would like to see at least $100,000 from each of the local and major 
street funds put back into expenditures for the streets.  It is there to be used for the streets 
and the city desperately needs it.  
 
Commissioner James asked if the City was still supporting the library in the amount of 1/4 
of a million dollars.  Mr. Kuhn stated yes, including the property tax and the subsidy from 
the General Fund.      
 
Mayor Warba asked three questions of Mr. Kuhn:  
  
1.  When will the City see revenue from the gas tax that was imposed in late 2015?   
Mr. Kuhn believes that it will take effect on October 1, 2017. 
 
2.  How much will it be?  $150,000 a year, up to $600,000 additional by the time the full 
phase-in is implemented.    
 
3.  What influence will this have on the budget?  With this extra money, the city will be 
able to fund more street projects. The city has over 2 million dollars’ worth of street 
projects to do over the next five years.  The Mayor asked if this money was factored in, 
could the city remove the 1 mil equivalent that is being dedicated.  Mr. Kuhn commented 
that because of the size of the street paving projects that need to be undertaken, he would 
not recommend removing the 1 mil.   
 
Commissioner Hogenson does not believe that the money the State is giving to the City 
will be enough to make a dent in what the city needs to repair the roads.  He is in favor of 
spending some the money that is in the street funds to repair the city roads.    
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There are four funds that are heavily subsided by the General Fund in the amount of 
$100,000 or more that Mr. Kuhn is concerned about.  They are:  Roben Hood Airport, the 
Community Pool, DART, and the community library.  All of these are sufficient quality of 
life services. 
 
The Mayor commented that the Public Safety building bond is due to expire in 2021 and 
the water revenue bond is due to expire in 2019. There may be an ability to pay this off 
early and avoid the continuous interest payments.  The City Commission should discuss 
this issue before October 2017.  The Commission would have to pass a resolution for an 
early call on the bonds.                      
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Warba opened the public hearing on the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 
Certificate for Wolverine World Wide, 1005 Baldwin Street, at 7:00 pm.  The application 
details an $840,000 investment in real property improvements and $49,017.59 in personal 
property.  Under the State’s new personal property regulations, purchases of new 
personal property are not eligible for abatement.  This Tax Abatement was reviewed by 
the City’s “abatement team”, which consisted of Mayor Warba, Jim Sandy, Dave 
Hamelund, Gail Dolbee and Mark Gifford.  This team recommended an approval of the 
abatement for six years with the ability to extend for another six years at the discretion of 
the City Commission.  This abatement is contingent on Wolverine World Wide completing 
the improvements to their parking lot west of the Fred Meijer White Pine Trail by October 
2020.     
 
Gail Taylor, Wolverine World Wide Representative, spoke in support.  She stated that 
even though Wolverine is a very large company, they treat the factory here in Big Rapids 
as a small standalone facility.  The Big Rapids facility does a lot of military business, 
where there is minimum profit.  Any money that it made goes into improving the facility.  
The Planning Commission gave Wolverine five years to complete the parking lot at Fourth 
and Baldwin.  This project has been started and will cost approximately $350,000.  With 
not having to pay the taxes, the funds can be put back into the improvement of the parking 
lot to have it completed sooner.  Pictures of the parking lot being started was included in 
the Commission packet.     
 
Curtis Finch, MOISD, sent a letter in opposition of the tax abatement.   
 
There was no telephonic correspondence. 
 
There being no further comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:06 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing regarding the Fiscal Year 2017/2018 Budget was opened by Mayor Warba 
at 7:06 p.m.   
  
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience.  There were no persons in 
the audience who spoke for, or against, the 2017/18 budget.  There was no written or 
telephonic correspondence.   
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:07 p.m.    
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c.  Zoning Regulation Review 
 
Mark Sweppenheiser gave a report on Design Standards, which means to design items 
with generally accepted and uniform procedures, dimensions or materials.  The Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation and the Redevelopment Ready Community is 
pushing Form Based Zoning.  This is a land development regulation that fosters 
predictable built results and a high-quality public realm by using physical form (rather than 
separation of uses) as the organizing principle for the code. A form-based code is a 
regulation, not a mere guideline, adopted into city, town, or county law.   
 
Along with this a city can have some design standards, set back requirements, etc., but 
it is based more on use.  There has been some discussion with staff regarding 
incorporating this into the city’s zoning ordinance.  Currently the city is participating in the 
redevelopment ready communities.  It will take six months for the city’s review to be 
complete at which time there may be money available for help with a rewrite of the zoning 
ordinance regulations.   
 
Mr. Sweppenheiser does not have a lot of experience with Form Based Zoning.  There 
are some areas in the city where this could be effective and possibly a solution to some 
of the city’s issues. An example would be getting N. State Street redeveloped.  Another 
example would be S. Third Avenue, which would be a great benefit to the community if 
this area could be redeveloped.  
 
If the city went with any type of Formed Based Zoning, it was suggested getting some 
guidance from an outside source.  The first place to start would be to refer this to the 
Planning Commission.  
 
Mr. Williams was recently asked his opinion on whether or not the City should bring in an 
outside source to embark on a zoning ordinance overhaul or revision.  He does not believe 
this would work and believes that it would be a waste of money.  Zoning ordinances have 
been on the books for decades.  They are not going away and the city has built out, it’s a 
core city, and there is a redevelopment phase going on.  Less than two percent of the 
core city type communities like Big Rapids get rebuilt. Big Rapids is in the 1 to 1 ½ percent 
rate.  
 
The zoning ordinance fits in to that redevelopment rate to a small segment of the 
community.  If municipalities want to enhance redevelopment, they can help by getting 
the regulations out of the way.  If the city wants to revise the issues in the zoning ordinance 
that are dealt with the most (east side of N. State Street and the Hanchett site), staff can 
do these individual projects themselves.     
 
Where would the city like to have Form Based Zoning?  If it were on State Street, at what 
extent in a redevelopment phase of a portion of the City does staff want that kind of form 
based standard.  Does the city want uniform window size on the street side between 
residential and commercial or within a certain tolerance?  This will take some study and 
some goal orientation about what the city wants for Big Rapids.  If you bring in an outside 
firm, you will receive a version of an ordinance that was written for another city.  That 
ordinance may not work for Big Rapids.  Mr. Williams believes that with the input from 
City Commissioners and staff, it can be done in-house.  Staff can look at ordinances from 
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other cities and compare them to ours, then take their finding to the Planning Commission.  
At some point, staff may want to bring in someone for guidance for a certain issue when 
staff has reached their skill range.   
  
Mr. Williams recommended that two City Commissioners be appointed to meet with staff 
and to report back to the Commission and the Planning Commission with ideas for 
revisions or changes to the zoning ordinance.  Commissioner Anderson and Hogenson 
were interested in being on the committee.     
 
PUBLIC COMMENT –  None 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-53 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH 

WOLVERINE WORLD WIDE, INC. 
FOR TAX ABATEMENT APPLICATION 

 
WHEREAS, Act 334, P.A. 1993, amended Act 198, P.A. 1974, requiring a written 

agreement be executed between the operator of a facility seeking an Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate and the local Governing body. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement with Wolverine World Wide, 
Inc.  pertaining to their Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017     
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true and complete copy of a resolution 
of the City of Big Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of said 
City held on May 1, 2017. 
 
I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of 
Big Rapids and that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor 
and City Clerk. 

             
______________________ 

       Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
       Dated:  May 2, 2017 
 
On the Wolverine World Wide Abatement agreement, it states in #3 that “the Company 
shall improve their parking lot west of the Fred Meijer White Pine Trail before October 
2019 as a condition of their site plan approval from the Planning Commission.”  After 
discussion, it was noticed in the Planning minutes that the original motion was amended 
to change the completion date to October 2020.   After verbal approval from Ms. Gail 
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Taylor, Wolverine World Wide Representative, the agreement was changed to say 
October 2020 instead of October 2019.   
 
In the resolution approving the application, in section #5, the date was also changed from 
October 2019 to read October 2020. 
 
Mayor Warba also suggested in #4 omitting the word “shall’ pay to the City such sums 
as would have been previously paid to the Local Taxing Authorities, had no abatement 
been approved.  Ms. Taylor was agreeable to this.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-54 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION OF WOLVERINE WORLD WIDE, INC. 
 FOR AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR  

NEW WAREHOUSE CONSTRUCTION UNDER P.A. 198 –  1005 BALDWIN STREET 
 
 WHEREAS, Wolverine World Wide, Inc. has filed an application for an Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate P.A. 198 with respect to construction of a new addition for 
warehouse use at their facility within Industrial Development District No. 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City of Big Rapids held a public 
hearing on May 1, 2017, in the City Commission meeting area of City Hall at 7:00 p.m., 
and the applicant, the City Treasurer and representatives of the affected taxing units were 
given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the construction of a new addition for warehouse use had not begun 
earlier than six (6) months before the filing of the application for the Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this addition of warehouse space is calculated to add 10-20 new jobs 
in the City of Big Rapids, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aggregate state equalized value of real and personal property 
exempt from ad valorem taxes within the City of Big Rapids, after granting this certificate, 
will not exceed five percent (5%) of an amount equal to the sum of the state equalized 
value of the unit, plus the state equalized value of personal and real property thus 
exempted. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission of the City of Big 
Rapids, Michigan, that: 
 
1. The City Commission finds and determines that the granting of the Industrial 

Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate amount of 
certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the 
Public Acts of 1974, shall not have the effect of substantially impeding the 
operation of the City of Big Rapids, or impairing the financial soundness of a taxing 
unit which levies ad valorem property taxes in the City of Big Rapids. 
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2. The application of Wolverine World Wide, Inc. for an Industrial Facilities Exemption 
Certificate with respect to the construction of a new addition for warehouse use on 
the following described parcel of real property situated within Big Rapids Industrial 
Development District No. 5, to wit: 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR PARCEL 54-17-11-124-005 

 
A. 
 

Lots Four (4) and Five (5) of Block Twelve (12) of Grand Rapids and Indiana 
Railway Company’s and Continental Improvement Company’s Second 
Addition to the City of Big Rapids, Michigan. 
 

B. 
 

All that rectangular parcel of land situated in the City of Big Rapids, being 
part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 11, Town 15 North, Range 10 
West, bounded and described as follows viz.:  Beginning at a point in the 
Northwesterly line of Baldwin Street, at  the distance of 50 feet bearing 
North  58 degrees, 23 minutes East along said Northwesterly line of Baldwin 
street from the point of intersection with the center line of the main track of 
railroad of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railway Company, known as the 
Grand Rapids Branch, Fort Wayne Division; Extending from said beginning 
point the following four courses and distances, the first two thereof being 
along remaining land of said Railway Company:  (1)  North 31 degrees, 37 
minutes West on a line parallel with and distant 50 feet Northeastwardly at 
right angles from said center line of the main track of railroad, 900.0 feet; 
(2) North 58 degrees, 23 minutes East 250.0 feet to the Southwesterly line 
of land of other owners, in the prolongation North 31 degrees, 37 minutes 
West of the Southwesterly line of Catherine Street; (3)  South 31 degrees, 
37 minutes East along said prolongated line being along part of the 
Southwesterly line of land of other owners, and along said Southwesterly 
line of Catherine Street, 900.0 feet to the point of meeting with said 
Northwesterly line of Baldwin Street;  and (4)  South 58 degrees, 23 minutes 
West along said Northwesterly line of  Baldwin Street, 250.0 feet to the 
place of beginning. 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR PARCEL 54-17-11-124-003 
 

A. 
 

ALL THAT PARCEL  of land, being Block Six (6) and part of Block Five (5) 
of the “Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company and Continental 
Improvement Company’s Subdivision of Big Rapids” situated in the City of 
Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, bounded and described according 
to a plan of survey made by Mid Michigan Engineering & Survey Company 
dated March 13, 1980, as follows, viz: 
 
BEGINNING at the intersection of the Northerly line of Baldwin Street and 
the  Easterly line of Fourth Street;  thence North 32 degrees 03 minutes and 
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38 seconds West, 491.00 feet along the Easterly line of Fourth Street to an 
iron rod; thence North 57 degrees 56 minutes 22 seconds East, 105.85 feet 
to an iron rod; thence South 32 degrees 03 minutes 38 seconds East, 
491.00 feet parallel with and 15 feet distant from the centerline of the main 
tack of the railroad of the former Penndel Company to an iron rod; thence 
South 57 degrees 56 minutes 22 seconds West 105.85 feet along the 
Northerly line of Baldwin Street to the point of beginning. 
 
be and the same is hereby approved. 
 

3. The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate when issued shall be and remain 
 in force and effect for a period of 6 years after completion ending.   
 
4.  At the end of the 6 years, the Abatement Team shall review the abatement            

and determine if Wolverine World Wide qualifies for another 6-year extension and 
present their recommendation to the City Commission.   

 
5. Wolverine World Wide received approval for a site plan to improve their parking lot 

west of the Fred Meijer White Pine Trail in October 2016.  The Planning 
Commission gave Wolverine World Wide until October 2020 to complete the 
improvements.  Follow through on this project as agreed is a condition of the 
abatement. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017     
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true and complete copy of a resolution 
of the City of Big Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of said 
City held on May 1, 2017. 
 
I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of 
Big Rapids and that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor 
and City Clerk. 

             
______________________ 

       Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
       Dated:  May 2, 2017 
The Commission took a 5-minute recess. 
 
An email was received from Emilie Zalfini, Utility Service Partners, Inc., explaining that 
this warranty service would be for residential properties only.  The email was unclear as 
to whether it would be offered to rental properties.  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-55 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A MARKETING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY 

OF BIG RAPIDS AND UTILITY SERVICE PARTNERS PRIVATE LABEL, INC.  
DBA SERVICE LINE WARRANTIES OF AMERICA 

  
 WHEREAS, the Utility Service Partners, Inc. approached the City regarding 
offering residential property owners the opportunity, but not the obligation, to purchase a 
service line warranty and other similar products, and   
 
 WHEREAS, Utility Service Partners, Inc. is the administrator of the National 
League of Cities Service Line Warranty Program, and 
 

WHEREAS, sewer and water line laterals between the mainlines and the 
connection on residential private property are owned by individual residential property 
owners residing in the City, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this agreement grants to Utility Service Partner, Inc. non-exclusive 
license to use City’s name and logo on letterhead, bills and marketing materials to be sent 
to Residential Property owners, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall be for three (3) years from the 
effective date and will automatically renew for additional one (1) year terms unless one of 
the parties give the other written notice at least ninety (90) days prior to the end of the 
term. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
attached marketing agreement and authorize the Mayor to sign said agreement. 
 
Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  Anderson   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-56 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2016/2017 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- FIRE DIVISION   
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2016/2017 General Appropriations 
on June 6, 2016 per Resolution No. 16-52, and 

 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the following budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2016/2017 – Rotary 
donation to purchase fire hose nozzles for the Fire Division. 

 
 

GENERAL FUND     

Account Number Account Description 
Current 
Budget Change 

Amended 
Budget 

101-009-690.336 FIRE DEPARTMENT DONATIONS (REV) $0 $2,300 $2,300 

101-336-732.003 HOSE $1,000 $2,300 $3,300 
Expenditure of Rotary grant funds     

 
                               

          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the   
FY 2016/2017 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-57 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION SECTION 5311 OPERATING FORMULA GRANTS 

AGREEMENT NO. 2017-0022/P1/R1 – DART 
 

 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transportation (DART) system derives 
approximately 16% of its operating revenue from the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA), which is administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation, and 

 
 WHEREAS, under the City of Big Rapids Annual Local Transportation Program 

Grant Application for the period of October 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017, the City 
has requested federal funding in the amount of 18% of the City’s proposed operating 
budget ($108,500.00), and 

 
WHEREAS, this project authorization, Agreement No. 2017-0022/P1/R1, is an 

increase of .5% for a total of $111,500.00, which represents a partial payment of 
$60,210.00.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids hereby agrees 

to enter into the Project Authorization Agreement for FY 2017 Section 5311 Operating 
Formula Grants, Agreement No. 2017-0022/P1/R1, in the amount of $60,210.00 and 
authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement documents. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017    
 
Commissioner Hogenson disclosed that his daughter is a renter at the Old Jail.  Mr. 
Williams did not believe that this constituted as a conflict of interest.  Mayor Warba asked 
if Commissioner Anderson could participate in the discussion and abstain from voting due 
to she will be the one who would be signing the maintenance agreement on behalf of the 
Historic Preservation Commission.  Mr. Williams stated that was correct, Commissioner 
Anderson could discuss it but abstain from voting.  
 
Commissioner Anderson suggested inserting the words “with notification” in # 7 of the 
agreement.  It would read:  Major repairs to the Old Jail remain the responsibility of the 
City of Big Rapids, and the City may schedule and complete improvements, maintenance, 
and repairs on the Old Jail any time, with notification, at no expense or charge to the 
Big Rapids Historic Preservation Commission.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-58 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT WITH THE  

BIG RAPIDS HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FOR THE  
OLD JAIL 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids owns the property located at 220 S. Stewart 
Avenue known as the Old Jail, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Historic Preservation Commission is authorized to 
administer, operate, and maintain the Old Jail for the City of Big Rapids, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Historic Preservation Commission will write an annual 
summary of public activities taking place at the Old Jail that will be included in the City’s 
annual report, and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon receipt of the annual summary and financial data the City 
Manager shall authorize a $500 check to the Big Rapids Historic Preservation 
Commission for use in the administration, operation, and maintenance of the Old Jail, or 
a check in the amount of the real property taxes assessed on the Old Jail, and the Big 
Rapids Historic Preservation Commission shall pay the real property taxes assessed on 
the Old Jail.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
attached agreement between the City of Big Rapids and the Big Rapids Historic 
Preservation Commission and authorize the Mayor to sign said agreement.   
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Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
Abstain:  Anderson 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-59 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE WHITE PINE TRAIL PAVING FROM  

BIG RAPIDS TO SAND LAKE - DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL  
RESOURCES GRANT APPLICATION 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids recognizes that outdoor recreation is critical to 

the quality of life and to the health and welfare of its citizens and guests, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids recognizes the importance of providing a range 

of outdoor recreational opportunities to meet the needs of all citizens, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources is submitting a grant 

application in the amount of $6,000,000 to pave twenty-nine miles of the Fred Meijer 
White Pine Trail between Big Rapids and Sand Lake, and 

 
WHEREAS, this would promote tourism, boost the economy, and increase the 

quality of life to Big Rapids residents. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby gives 

their support to the Department of Natural Resources under the Michigan Department 
Natural Resources Trust Fund for submission of a grant to pave twenty-nine miles of the 
Fred Meijer White Pine Trail between Big Rapids and Sand Lake. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-60 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 
 THE SALE OF A 2004 DODGE RAM 3500 4X4 DUALLY 

TO RANDY BAUMUNK  
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids to dispose of a 2004 Dodge Ram 3500 4x4 
Dually, and  
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 WHEREAS, one bid was received, whereby staff is recommending the acceptance 
of the bid of Randy Baumunk, in the amount of $8,111.00  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
staff’s recommendation for the disposal of a 2004 Dodge Ram 3500 4x4 Dually, vin 
number 3D7MU46D54G135750 in the amount of $ 8,111.00 and deposited into Account 
No. 661-000-693.000. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-61 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
LIBRARY BOARD 
 
Beth Schoenlein appointed to a full term ending May 2022. 
 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 
 
John Sparks appointed to a full term ending May 2020 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 1, 2017  
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• There will be a joint meeting with the City and Big Rapids Township regarding 
Medical Marijuana.  This will be held on May 3, 2017 at the Mecosta County 
Services Building at 6:30 p.m.  

 
• Commissioner Anderson thanked the City for painting of the stripes at the corner 

of Locust and State.  She also commented on how beautiful the spring flower are 
with all of the rain that we have been having. 

 
• Commissioner Hogenson commented that he had called the non-emergency 

number for dispatch regarding a large branch that had fallen down on Sunday, and 
this morning the branch was gone.  He was very appreciative.  
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• Clay Cliffs Incorporation will be on the agenda for Big Rapids Charter Township on 

June 6th.  The City Commission will have this on their agenda on June 19th.  
 

• The City has received a proposal from Fleis & VandenBrink to install more lighting 
east on Baldwin Street.  The cost is estimated at $137,000 for 14 sets of lights.  An 
option may be to do them in phases.  The city would like to take the lights up to 4th 
Avenue, then further extend it down to Catherine.  

 
• Senator Gary Peters sent an acknowledgment congratulating the City on the 

Baldwin Street Bridge project as being recognized as the Project of the Year by 
the American Public Works Association.  May 25, 2017 there will be an award 
recognition in Traverse City.   

 
• The Manufacturing Forum last week was well attended and informative. 

 
• There was a Thank You from Cindy Plautz thanking those who helped with the 

clean-up for Earth Day.  The Big Event was last Saturday as well.  The community 
looked very nice after those two events. 

 
• The City received six application for a Civil Engineer.  Four applicants are certified 

and will be interviewed tomorrow.      
  
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
CONDENSED COMMISSION PROCEEDINGS 

SPECIAL JOINT MEETING WITH BIG RAPIDS CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
 

May 3, 2017 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the special meeting of the City Commission to order 6:30 
p.m. at 14485 Northland Drive.  
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, and Lorraine James, Mayor 
Mark J. Warba; City Attorney Eric Williams; City Manager Mark Gifford and City Treasurer 
Aaron Kuhn.  
 
Absent:  Commissioner Rothstein 
   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
The purpose of this special meeting was to discuss the new marijuana law.  This was a 
joint session with the Big Rapids Charter Township Board.  No action was taken.  The 
people who gave a presentation in support of Medical Marijuana were Kevin Chang from 
Wild Bill Tobacco and Oasis Wellness Center and Kimberly and Gina Yob from Shades 
of Green Consulting. 
 
The people who gave a presentation in opposition were Eric Williams, local and City 
Attorney, James Eddinger, Director of Public Safety, and Brian Thiede, Prosecuting 
Attorney.  
 
Kevin Chang from Wild Bill Tobacco and Oasis Wellness Center 
 
The Michigan Medical Marijuana Act passed in 2008 by 63% of the voters.  Every single 
county in Michigan voted in favor of this act. 
 
There are two categories of people regarding medical marijuana.  
 
Qualifying Patient – may possess up to 12 plants or 2.5 ounces of marijuana.  
 
Primary Caregiver  - may grow marijuana for medical purposes only for themselves and 
their patients.  May grow up to 12 plants for each patient including themselves.   
 
The reason that Mr. Chang is supportive of medical marijuana is to try to have better 
regulations established.  Over the last 9 years, the demand for a marijuana industry has 
prompted black market dispensaries, which go unchecked.  Some of these dispensaries 
harvest in excess of the permitted amount. It is very difficult for law enforcement to catch 
these caregivers in the act.    
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Mr. Chang believes that in order for this to work there needs to be stiffer regulations and 
state bills that have been passed need to be clarified.  
 
Licenses – There are five licenses that will be able to be obtained through the Department 
of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), effective December 15, 2017.  They are:  
Growers, Processor, Provisioning Center, Secure Transporter, and Safety Compliance 
Facility.   
 
A tax will be imposed on each provision center at the rate of 3% of its gross retail receipts.  
The money will be allocated as follows:  25% municipalities in which a marijuana facility 
is located, 30% to counties in which a marijuana facility is located, 5% to counties in which 
a marijuana facility is located for sheriffs, 30% to the State, 5% to Michigan Commission 
on Law Enforcement Standards, and 5% to the Department of State Police. 
 
A municipality could enact regulatory and zoning ordinances to authorize, regulate, and 
zone certain types of marijuana facilities, limit the number of licenses for each type of 
facility, and charge an annual licensing fee up to $5,000.   
 
A marijuana facility may not operate in a municipality unless the municipality has adopted 
an ordinance authorizing that type of facility.  
 
Kimberly and Gina Yob from Shades of Green Consulting 
 
Shades of Green is a consulting firm in which companies hire to talk to municipalities 
explaining what this would mean to their community.   
 
There are currently 736 registered patients in Mecosta County who are using medical 
marijuana.  Care givers are supplying these people marijuana in smokeable form and 
edibles.  A patient can only get marijuana from a caregiver and they are not always easy 
to find.  Pharmacies cannot supply this type of medicine due to Federal regulations.   
 
It is hard for people to find caregivers and when they do find one, it is unknown as to 
whether the product is safe to smoke or eat.  These do not need FDA approval.  People 
need to know that what they are receiving is safe for them.   
 
Eric Williams, local and City Attorney    
 
Mr. Williams went over the regulations for Medical Marijuana and Michigan Municipalities.  
This was a 25-page document and a copy can be found with these minutes.  
 
James Eddinger, Director of Public Safety 
 
Mr. Eddinger handed out a public health newsletter from Cherry Health that outlined some 
health concerns regarding medical marijuana.  Some of these are as follows: 
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o Children finding and eating the edible form of marijuana and ending up in the 
hospital. 

 
o Traffic fatalities relating to marijuana have increased. 

 
o Marijuana has high levels of THC which have led to increased psychotic episodes 

as well as other health complications.  
 

o Other impacts are: odors, trash, security concerns, traffic and crime. 
 

Mr. Eddinger is not in favor of allowing facilities into the community.  
 

Brian Theide, Prosecuting Attorney  
 
Mr. Theide talked about the major problems associated with allowing marijuana facilities 
in the area.  Once these facilities are established, the mob moves into the area and they 
run large operations and ship the product out.   
 
Marijuana is still illegal federally.  The Federal Government can shut theses business 
down if they want to.  It is federally illegal for the state and local government to receive 
licensing fees for these businesses.  These businesses cannot deposit their money into 
a bank because it is federally illegal.  They must keep their money somewhere else and 
are always dealing with large amounts of cash.  This can lead to unwanted crime.  
 
MUNICIPALITY AND TOWNSHIP COMMENTS  
 
Penny Currie – How will this curb illegal growers?  If these facilities were allowed in and 
had better regulation, it would put the illegal dispensaries out of business. The marijuana 
overage would not be going to the black market dispensaries.  Patients will move over to 
the larger facility where they know the product has been tested and is safe.    
 
Bruce Everett – City can require the facilities to have barb wire fencing, security and 
cameras. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson – Would like to hear from people who are currently using 
medical marijuana and the benefits that they receive from it.   
 
Mayor Warba – How does a person get a medical marijuana card?  A doctor is not 
permitted to prescribe anyone a medical marijuana card because of federal regulations.  
The doctor gives the patient a letter of recommendation, the patient takes this letter to the 
State of Michigan and the State issues the medical marijuana card. 
 
Bill Stanek – Will the State have this in place by December?  LARA is currently working 
on the laws that will govern this act.  They send out surveys on a weekly basis gathering 
information to use when considering how to write the law.     
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Pat Currie, Big Rapids, spoke against having any marijuana facilities in the City of Big 
Rapids.  He has spoken to local residents who smoke marijuana for medical purposes 
and for recreational use and does not believe that there is a need for this type of business 
in the City of Big Rapids.  Mr. Currie also stated that if law enforcement is against it, then 
he is against it.  We must rely on their opinion.       
 
Connie Duffett, Big Rapids, spoke against having any marijuana facilities in the City of 
Big Rapids.  Her son lives in Washington D.C were recreational marijuana is legal.  They 
cannot have their windows open due to the smell of marijuana.   Ms. Duffett commented 
that it was hard to take her grandchildren to the park due to the smell.  
 
Dick Wheeler, Morton Township Supervisor, commented that Morton Township had voted 
against allowing facilities to reside in Morton Township. 
 
Bruce Borkovich, Ferris State Public Safety, spoke in opposition of marijuana facilities in 
the area.  Mr. Borkovich commented that he was a drug team leader for six years and 
stated that 9 out of 10 people he encountered had a medical marijuana card.  Marijuana 
used to have around 5% of THC, now it is at levels of around 15-40%.  The medical 
community does not know at this time how the high levels of THC will impact people.            
 
There being no further comments to come before the City Commission, and Big Rapids 
Charter Township the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.   
 
 

 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
May 15, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan Rothstein; 
Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; and City 
Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 9 people in the audience. 
 
The Mayor asked for a moment of silence in remembrance of Green Township Supervisor Bob 
Baldwin who passed away last week.  Jim Chapman will be the newly appointed Supervisor.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  - The resolution awarding the bid for Cross Connection 
Control Program of all City owned backflow prevention devices was pulled from the agenda for 
further clarification of the contract.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes of May 
1, 2017 regular meeting be accepted with corrections. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Water & Sewer Rates – Aaron Kuhn  
 
The City’s wastewater rates are comprised of a base cost and volume cost.  The base cost is 
a fixed monthly amount that users pay to ensure enough revenue is generated to cover required 
debt service payments and administrative expenses.  There are three methods that the DEQ 
prefers.  
 
The City shifted to the Residential Equivalency Unit method.  This method looks at the number 
of users and corresponding wastewater consumption in each of the meter sizes.  This method 
will also shift more of the base cost expenses from the larger meter size groups to the 
residential 5/8” meter group.  The needed costs from the base cost will be phased in over a 
five-year period.     
 
This method is fundamentally a methodology change, increases to the rates, if needed, will be 
the result of inflationary pressure or a decline in overall usage.  At the end of this five-year 
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transition, the City should generate enough base revenue to cover debt service requirements 
and administrative costs.   
 
The proposed rates will impact each meter size group differently.  The residential 3/4” meter 
group will see a slight decline in their monthly cost.  Flat rate customers will see an average 
increase of 12.72%.  The average increase experienced across all user groups is 6.46%. 
 
The average consumer uses four units of water and wastewater on a monthly basis. 
 
Water – The average consumer will see their monthly bill remain at $28.60.  The volumetric 
unit rate will remain static at $6.15 per unit or $1,000 gallons. 
 
Wastewater – The loss in wastewater consumption as well as increased projection costs 
resulted in an increase to the average consumer’s wastewater bill.  The average customer will 
see their bill increase from $29.40 to $33.40 per month.             
 
b.  Airport Standards – Mike Lafferty spoke on the proposed changes to the Minimum 
Standards for Roben Hood airport.  He would like to take these standards out of template form 
and placed as a formal document.  These are small changes which are outlined in the 
standards.  Mr. Lafferty would also like to update some airport documents.    
 
Mayor Warba asked why standards are needed.  Mr. Lafferty commented that they are a basis 
for the City to determine which direction the City wants the airport to go and what kind of 
businesses they want at the airport.  Also, all businesses must meet FAA regulations.    
 
Mayor Warba commented that the ArtWorks Gala that was held at the airport was well 
attended.  He complimented Mr. Lafferty on an excellent job.       
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  None 
 
Commissioner James commented that she has a professional relationship with the project 
manager at Rieth-Riley.  Mr. Williams did not believe that this constituted a conflict of interest.  
 
Mayor Warba asked how much would be left in street funds if this large amount of money were 
to be spent.  Mr. Kuhn stated that there would be approximately $50,000 in each fund. If the 
City had a hard winter these funds could be wiped out.  
 
Mr. Gifford stated that the City did not receive the ICE Grant that they applied for.  The money 
for the match for the grant was set aside.  That money is not needed for the match and will now 
remain in those funds.   
 
Commissioner Hogenson asked which streets would be paved and how does the City 
determine which streets come first.   
 
Mr. Gifford explained that the City uses the State-wide standard called Paser rating.   Each 
road gets a pacer rating number which is between 1-10 based on its condition.  One would be 
a bad condition.  Staff will compile a report for the commission on city wide status of the streets.     
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Commissioner Anderson asked what the status is on Rust Avenue.  Mr. Gifford commented 
that the storm sewer had to be installed along with a number of water services.  The street will 
be paved as soon as these projects are completed.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-62 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER FOR  

2016 LOCAL STREET PAVING PROJECT 
 

 WHEREAS, on July 18, 2016 the City Commission adopted Resolution No. 16-66, which 
accepted the bid for the 2016 local street paving project, and 
 

WHEREAS, Rieth-Riley was awarded the 2016/2017 Local Street resurfacing project in 
the amount of $121,864, which is below the Engineer’s estimate for this project, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City would like to take advantage of the current contract unit prices of 

Rieth-Riley’s for milling and asphalt paving of additional streets, and    
   
WHEREAS, a change order has been submitted by Rieth-Riley for the resurfacing of 

additional City streets in the amount of $217,806.53. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the attached 
change order, with increased costs of $217,806.53 for the resurfacing of additional City streets 
and the cost be expensed to Account No. 202-451-998.000.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize Heather Bowman, 
Street Administrator to sign said change order. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 15, 2017    
 
Steven Kimm, Fleis & VandenBrink Senior Project Manager, commented that there are two 
items that need to be done to the property in order to move ahead for redevelopment.  
 
1.  Update the Due Care Plan that was prepared pre-demolition of Hanchett  
     Manufacturing.  This will require the soil and groundwater to be sampled for 
      contaminants.     
 
2.  Due to the contaminants of the property pre-demolition of Hanchett, a notice of 
     Approved Environmental Remediation (NAER) was recorded, which restricts the 
     property for Industrial use only.  The Due Care Plan needs to be updated in order to 
     propose a revision to the Industrial Use Deed Restriction.  
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Commissioner Rothstein disclosed that he is an employee of Hanchett Manufacturing.  Mr. 
Williams stated that disclosing this fact is efficient and does not believe that it creates a conflict 
of interest.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-63 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATION 

AND RESPONSE ACTIVITY PLAN PREPARATION FOR HANCHETT PROPERTY 
 
 

 WHEREAS, the City purchased the Hanchett Manufacturing Site to assist with the 
Baldwin Street roadway and bridge improvements, and 
 
 WHEREAS, due to contaminants on the property, a Notice of Approved Environmental 
Remediation (NAER) was recorded and restricts the property for Industrial use only, and 
 

WHEREAS, The Baldwin Street roadway and bridge improvements are complete and 
the next phase is to update the Due Care Plan that was prepared by SME in 2013 and propose 
a revision to the Industrial Use Deed Restriction, and 

 
WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink submitted a proposal to sample the soil and 

groundwater from the site and analyze them for contaminants and update the Due Care Plan 
and allow for the draft deed restrictions to be submitted to the MDEQ for approval. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approval the 

proposal from Fleis and VandenBrink to sample the soil and groundwater from the site and 
analyze them for contaminants and update the Due Care Plan in the amount of $9,550 and 
expense this cost to account no. 101-101-880.300.  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 15, 2017  
 
Commissioner James asked why there needed to be a resolution for a zoning study group.  
Commissioner James and Mayor Warba are on the User Charge committee and there was no 
resolution appointing them to that committee.  Mr. Williams explained that it is required because 
Commissioners Anderson and Hogenson will be assisted by City staff as coordinated by the 
City Manager.  This group will require sufficient staff support coordination.  Having 
Commissioners start on a project with staff support without the endorsement of the Commission 
may lead to potential questions on how far City staff should go with scheduling two or three 
meetings with a couple of Commissioners on a project that may be outside to scope of what 
the entire Commission wants to do.  It is Mr. Williams opinion that this zoning ordinance project 
is needed and should have Commission authority to appoint these two Commissioners and 
authorize staff support for this project.   
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This study group is in lieu of an outside company coming in to look at the City’s zoning 
ordinances and recommending changes.  Upon the completion of this project, this study group 
will make recommendations to the Planning Commission and whereby the Planning 
Commission will bring their recommendation back to the City Commission for approval.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-64 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A ZONING 
ORDINANCE STUDY GROUP OF TWO CITY 

COMMISSIONERS 
  

WHEREAS, multiple zoning ordinance update and modification issues have arisen in 
recent years involving temporary signs, illuminated electronic signs, content based sign 
regulations, on and off premises sign regulations for commercial signs, residential parking 
requirements for multi-family housing, home occupations, and chickens; and 

 
WHEREAS, some interest has been shown by Commissioner Anderson in exploring the 

use of design standards and a form based zoning approach in the City of Big Rapids; and  
 
WHEREAS, the research and study of all or some of these zoning issues can be 

undertaken best by two City Commission volunteers who can work with City staff as 
coordinated by the City Manager, and provide the City Commission with research material and 
suggestions for ways to address all or some of these zoning ordinance issues, which in turn 
could be referred by the City Commission to the Planning Commission for review and 
recommendation. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission appoints 

Commissioner Lynn Anderson and Commissioner Tom Hogenson as a zoning ordinance study 
group for the purpose of researching ways to update, modify, and improve the zoning 
ordinance, and to consider and develop design standards or form based zoning standards that 
might be suggested for use in the City of Big Rapids and subsequent referral by the City 
Commission to the Planning Commission. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Commissioners Anderson and Hogenson be 

assisted by City staff as coordinated by the City Manager, with quarterly reports to the City 
Commission of the activities of the study group. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 15, 2017      
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-65 
 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following Mayoral 

appointment/recommendation: 
 

BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
  

Robert Krueger appointed to an unexpired term ending January 2018.  
 

DART LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  
 
Christiaan Desmond appointed to a full term ending May 2020 

 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 
 
Scott Herron appointed to an unexpired term ending May 2019 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Chris Jane appointed to a full term ending May 2020   
   (Non-City resident per State statute) 
 
Renato Cerdena re-appointed to a full term ending May 2020 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Jane Johansen appointed to a full term ending May 2020 
 
Paul Long re-appointed to a full term ending May 2020 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 15, 2017    
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner James asked why there was no Board and Commission Dinner this year.  
Mayor Warba explained that there was concern as to how the budget was shaping up 
and the estimated cost for this dinner is approximately $4,000.  Commissioner James 
suggested that staff and Commissioners pay for their own dinner.  She would like to see 
if the budget can accommodate it for 2018.     
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• Commissioner James asked why the City did not receive the ICE Grant.  Mr. Gifford 
explained that they assign points to each application and the City did not have enough 
points to receive the grant.  The highest points get awarded the grant.  Mr. Gifford stated 
that 10 points could be received if your City was a Main Street Community.  The City of 
Big Rapids is not a Main Street Community, so the City lost out on 10 points 
automatically.  In order to be a Main Street Community your City must have a full-time 
DBA Director.  He has asked the State for a scoring to see where the City ranked at, but 
has yet to receive it.     

 
• Commissioner Anderson stated that the Old Jail Yard Sale is May 27th.  This will be a 

fundraising event to help raise funds to paint the Bergelin House.  She is hoping for a 
good turnout.  

 
• Civil Engineer Status -   Mr. Gifford commented that the City received 6 applications and 

three applicants were interviewed.  One applicant was qualified and capable and was 
offered the job.  That person declined the offer.  Mr. Gifford does not believe that salary 
was an issue.  The other two applicants were not what the City was looking for.  The 
City will re-advertise in July and expand where they are advertising.   

 
• July is the time frame for Mark Gifford’s evaluation.  The Commission would also like to 

evaluate City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.  The Mayor would like to circulate the forms to the 
Commission in June.   

 
• The Mayor commented that the position of Mayor and two Commissioner seats will be 

available at the November 2017 election.  There will be a new Mayor and at least one 
new Commissioner.  He spoke of two important topics that the Commission may want 
to address before the new people start in November; those are Medical Marijuana and 
the Ives Drain.  The Commission can either move forward on these two topics or wait 
until the new people start in November.  The Ives Drain problem could become worse if 
something is not done.  It is a big decision to form a district.  

 
o Commissioner James suggested moving forward.   

 
o Commissioner Anderson asked if there was a reason that the Medical 

Marijuana needed to be finalized by November. Mr. Williams commented that 
this topic does not need to be voted on by November.  The City can opt in at 
any time.    

 
• Mr. Williams gave the status of the statute of limitations to bring action against Prein & 

Newhof for the Wastewater Treatment Plant’s stairway to the North Digester.  Mr. 
Williams stated that the period is up and there is no point of exploring it further.  He will 
look at the City’s records to verify. 

 
• The Mayor suggested to staff to look at some of these major projects towards the end 

of the six-year period and assess them before the statue of limitation is up.     
 

• Mr. Williams commented regarding the Medical Marijuana that he encourages the 
Commission to continue hearing information regarding this topic. He does not believe 
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that waiting or postponing will help.  The Mayor will arrange for presenters to come to a 
City Commission meeting.           

 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared the 
meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
June 5, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 12 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of May 3, 2017 special meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein that the minutes 
of May 15, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Ives Ave. Drain Presentation – Jackie Fitzgerald and the Spicer Group 
 
Jackie Fitzgerald, Mecosta County Drain Commissioner, introduced the Spicer Group 
who did the preliminary inspection report of the Ives Drain.  The Spicer Group did a Power 
Point presentation which documents the existing condition of the proposed Ives Drain and 
tributary drains.  The report also provides background information and known condition 
problems on the proposed drain.  This project is estimated to cost 2 million dollars and 
can be done in two phases.  
 
The following are steps that will need to be taken to begin this project: 
 

• Establish a drainage district – Mecosta County Drain Commissioner does this    
• Determine how much rain run off there is 



2 

 

• Have a field inspection done 
 

• Meet with City, Township, and Ferris State University 
• Get cost estimates 

 
To form the district the following steps need to be taken: 
 

• Have a study done 
• The City, Township, Road Commission and or land owners would have to petition 

(Chapter 3 of the Drain Code) for the district to be formed 
• Sign the order and place in a file 
• Notify residents that there is an order of a drainage district 
• Public Hearing (Chapter 4 of the Drain Code) would need to be conducted 
• Board of Determination (3 member board) 
• Another public hearing with notification of all land owners in the district 
• Appeals process 
• Hire engineer for design and bidding process 
• Informational hearings – at this point it would be known what part of the drain would 

be addressed first 
• Easements from property owners 

 
Cost Sharing – This would be done by an assessment through the Mecosta County Drain 
Commissioner.  Based on run off and benefit, a portion is given to the City at large for 
City streets and for health and welfare, a small portion to the township, portion to the 
county at large for benefits to county roads and for health and welfare, and the remaining 
percentage of cost would go to the land owners that are contributing to the run off.  Under 
the National Drain Code Ferris State University is not required to pay any amount of 
money for these projects.  However, Ferris has been attending the Spicer Group’s 
meetings and have stated that they will pay something.   
 
Jackie Fitzgerald stated that she would be providing the two resolutions that would need 
to be approved if the Commission decides to move forward.  Both of these resolutions 
could be passed at the same meeting.  There may be grants available to help with some 
of the cost.  If the project is initiated soon, the start date would be February/March of 
2018.     
 
Commissioner James asked about the City’s portion.  The City would be responsibility for 
approximately 10-15%, which would be based on city streets and right of ways.  In order 
to pay for the drain as a whole, the Drain Commissioner will take out bonds and determine 
the assessment.  Approximately 40% will be paid by the entities and 60% will be paid by 
the property owners.  This assessment could be spread over 15-20 year period and would 
appear on the winter tax bill.    
 
Ms. Fitzgerald commented that once the drain is created and established it is done.  Any 
maintenance on the system, once it is created, will be spread out among the district.  The 
entities and the property owners would share in that cost.    
 
Kathy Filkins, 918 Cherry, commented that the City attempted to fix an area just above 
her property this spring, but unfortunately, it did not fix the sewer smell after a rain that is 
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still coming from the creek.  The creek in her backyard used to be small enough to jump 
across in 1985.  Over the years, it has gotten bigger and cannot be jumped across any 
more.      

 
There will be more discussion of the Ives Drain at a later Commission meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
The commission took a five-minute break. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  None 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-66 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 – 2018 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is required to adopt a budget or the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2017 and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Manager presented a budget in accordance with Public Act 
621 of 1978 (MCL 141.435) to the City Commission on May 1, 2017, being the General, 
Special Revenue, Debt Service, and Capital Projects Funds and Information Summaries 
of the Enterprise, Internal Service and Fiduciary Funds, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a duly advertised, charter required public hearing was held May 1, 
2017 to receive comments regarding the FY 17-18 proposed City Budget. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the budget document presented with 
this resolution be adopted as the City’s 2017/18 fiscal year budget and that the revenues 
for fiscal year commencing July 1, 2017, and ending June 30, 2018, on a fund and source 
basis are estimated as follows: 
 

GENERAL FUND     
Taxes   $4,775,200    
Licenses & Permits  53,100   
Grants  2,009,300   
Charges & Services  691,700   
Fines & Forfeits  81,800   
Interest & Rents  16,400   
Other  91,100    
Transfers-In  1,190,800    
       TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES    $8,909,400  
     

MAJOR STREETS FUND     
State Trunkline Maintenance  $106,300    
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State Gas & Weight Tax  636,300    
Interest Earned     1,000    
Other     30,500   
       TOTAL MAJOR STREET REVENUES     $774,100                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 

    

LOCAL STREETS FUND     
State Gas & Weight Tax   $233,400    
Interest Earned  500    
Interest Charged  500   
Other  500   
Transfers-In  150,000   
       TOTAL LOCAL STREET REVENUES     $384,900  

     
POOL FUND     

Interest Earned  $     100    
Other  2,200   
Charges for Services  37,500    
Transfers-In  140,400   
       TOTAL POOL REVENUES     $180,200  

     
DOG PARK FUND     

Donations  $500   
       TOTAL DOG PARK REVENUES                 $500 

     
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FUND     
Property Tax    $24,600    
Interest Earned   300    
Loan Interest  200     
Loan Principal  2,200     
Farmer’s Market Fees & Coupons  36,700     
       TOTAL DDA REVENUES     $64,000  
     

LIBRARY FUND     
Property Tax  $150,900   
State Grants    12,000    
Sales & Services   5,500    
Income Tax Donation  500   
Penal Fines  110,000    
Library Fines   4,000    
Interest Earned   500    
Other  6,600   
Big Rapids Township 0.2 millage  25,000   
Transfers-In   100,900    
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       TOTAL LIBRARY REVENUES     $415,900  
     

AIRPORT FUND     
Community/Municipal Hangar Rents  $    23,100   
Leasing/Other Fees  70,900   
Fuel Sales  150,000   
Transfers-In  150,000   
       TOTAL AIRPORT REVENUES     $394,000  
     

PS BLDG DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Property Taxes - Current   $427,000    
       TOTAL PS BLDG DEBT REVENUES    $427,000  
     

LIBRARY CAP IMPR BNDS-DEBT RET FUND     
Transfers-In   $54,200    
       TOTAL LIBRARY IMPR DEBT REVENUES    $54,200  
     

WATER DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Transfers-In   $222,400    
       TOTAL WATER DEBT REVENUES    $222,400 
     

SEWER DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Transfers-In   $504,900    
       TOTAL SEWER DEBT REVENUES    $504,900  
     

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND     
Interest Earned   $    200    
Transfers-In  5,000   
      TOTAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT REVENUES    $ 5,200  
     

INDUSTRIAL PARK INFRA IMPRV FUND     
EDA Grant   $10,000    
      TOTAL INDUSTRIAL PARK INFRA IMPRV 
REVENUES 

   $10,000  

 
HOLLAND PARK VETERANS MEM FUND 

    

Donations   $5,000    
      TOTAL HOLLAND PARK VETERANS MEM 
REVENUES 

   $5,000  

     
DIAL-A-RIDE FUND     

Grants   $306,900    
Fares & Sales  160,000    
Interest Earned  200   
Other  1,700   
Transfers-In        139,300    
       TOTAL DIAL-A-RIDE REVENUES     $608,100  



6 

 

     
RE-LENDING LOW INTEREST PROGRAM FUND     

USDA Admin Fee, Interest & Principal  $16,500   
Chemical Bank Interest & Principal     800   
Local Interest & Principal   2,000   $19,300 

     
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM FUND     

Sales & Services        $7,000    
Sewer Charges  2,954,700    
Interest Earned     1,000    
       TOTAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL REVENUES    $2,962,700 
     

WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM FUND     
Sales & Services         $41,500    
Water Sales  2,532,100    
Interest Earned     5,000    
       TOTAL WATER SUPPLY REVENUES     $2,578,600  
     

SANITATION FUND     
Sales & Services   $1,223,100    
       TOTAL SANITATION REVENUES     $1,223.100  
     

SEWER REPLACEMENT FUND     
Interest Earned  $3,000   
Transfer-In  349,000   
       TOTAL SEWER REPLACEMENT REVENUES     $352,000  
     

WATER REPLACEMENT FUND     
Interest Earned  $2,000   
Transfers-In  485,000   
       TOTAL WATER REPLACEMENT REVENUES    $487,000 
     

DPW SERVICES FUND     
Services   $1,167,500    
Other      2,000   
       TOTAL DPW SERVICES REVENUES     $1,169,500  
     

MOTOR POOL FUND     
Rentals   $865,900    
Interest Earned     2,000   
Other              8,500    
Transfers-In  25,000   
       TOTAL MOTOR POOL REVENUES     $901,400 

  
DISC GOLF FUND     
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Donations  $2,300   
       TOTAL DISC GOLF REVENUES    $2,300 

 
MUSKEGON RIVER SAFETY FUND 

    

Interest Earned   $   100    
Contributions  1,000    
       TOTAL MUSKEGON RIVER SAF REVENUES     $1,100  
     

MILLER & AHLGREN TRUST FUND     
Grants  36,100   
       TOTAL MILLER & AHLGREN REVENUES     $ 36,100  
     

SUSAN JENNINGS MEMORIAL FUND     
Interest Earned   $100    
Donations  1,500    
       TOTAL SUSAN JENNINGS REVENUES     $1,600 
     

PLAYSCAPE FUND     
Interest Earned   $100    
       TOTAL PLAYSCAPE REVENUES     $ 100  
     

RIVERWALK FUND     
Interest Earned   $100    
Grants   29,900   
       TOTAL RIVERWALK REVENUES     $30,000                                                                                      
     
ACT 345 RETIREMENT FUND     
DC Employee Contributions  $140,000    
DB Employer Contributions  507,700    
DC Employer Contributions  211,900    
Stock Dividends  250,000    
Bond Interest  25,000    
       TOTAL ACT 345 REVENUES     $1,134,600  

 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, expenditures for the fiscal year commencing July 
1, 2017 and ending June 30, 2018, are appropriated on a fund and activity basis as 
follows: 
 
 
 

GENERAL FUND     
City Commission  $142,700   
Mayor  5,300   
City Manager  157,800   
Elections  11,000   
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City Assessor  131,200   
City Attorney  234,100   
City Clerk  112,500   
General and Administrative  31,000   
City Treasurer  459,800   
Income Tax  122,900   
Information Management  690,800   
Public Buildings  95,600   
Personnel Administration  170,300   
Police  2,300,600   
Fire  974,500   
Public Safety  526,700   
Plan Board  1,100   
Neighborhood Services  244,400   
Public Works  515,100   
Sidewalks, Alleys and Storm Sewers  166,400   
Parking  92,000   
Downtown  105,700   
Park Facilities  558,100   
Recreation  88,000   
Debt Service  111,400   
Transfers-Out  710,600   
       TOTAL GENERAL EXPENDITURES    $8,759,600 
     

MAJOR STREETS FUND     
     

Public Works  $4,000   
Street Construction  252,900   
Routine Maintenance  122,300   
Sweeping & Flushing  19,800   
Trees & Shrubs  10,300   
Drainage Structures  43,600   
Grass & Weed Control  1,100   
Routine Maintenance-Bridges  2,300   
Traffic Signs-Maintenance  28,700   
Traffic Signals-Maintenance  7,000   
Pavement Markings  17,300   
Winter Maintenance  127,200   
State Trunkline-Traffic Signal Maintenance  5,800   
State Trunkline-Surface Maintenance  24,000   
State Trunkline-Sweeping & Flushing  10,700   
State Trunkline-Trees & Shrubs  1,200   
State Trunkline-Drainage Structures  15,100   
State Trunkline-Roadside Cleanup  2,000   
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State Trunkline-Grass & Weed Control  3,400   
State Trunkline-Traffic Signs  2,200   
State Trunkline-Winter Maintenance  84,200   
Transfers-Out  65,600   
       TOTAL MAJOR STREET EXPENDITURES    $850,700 

     
LOCAL STREETS FUND     

Public Works  $2,000   
Street Construction  36,300   
Routine Maintenance  142,100   
Sweeping & Flushing  23,600   
Trees & Shrubs  8,600   
Drainage Structures  57,800   
Grass & Weed Control  3,500   
Traffic Signs-Maintenance  16,500   
Traffic Signals-Maintenance  1,000   
Pavement Markings  9,900   
Winter Maintenance  132,300   
Transfers-Out   53,800   
       TOTAL LOCAL STREET EXPENDITURES    $487,400 
     

POOL FUND     
Operational  $165,600   
Transfers-Out    14,500   
       TOTAL POOL EXPENDITURES    $180,100 
     

DOG PARK FUND     
Supplies  $500   
        TOTAL DOG PARK EXPENDITURES    $500 

     
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FUND     

DDA  $58,600   
       TOTAL DDA EXPENDITURES    $58,600 
     

LIBRARY FUND     
Public Buildings  $47,700   
Community Library  283,500   
Transfers-Out  106,700   
       TOTAL LIBRARY EXPENDITURES    $437,900 
     

AIRPORT FUND     
Operational  $286,500   
Debt Service  77,800   
Transfers-Out    38,000   
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       TOTAL AIRPORT EXPENDITURES    $402,300 
     

PS BLDG DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Debt Service  $427,000   
       TOTAL PS BLDG DEBT SER EXPENDITURES    $427,000 
     

LIBRARY CAP IMPR BNDS-DEBT RET FUND     
Debt Service  $54,200   
       TOTAL LIBRARY DEBT SER EXPENDITURES    $54,200 
     

WATER DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Debt Service  $222,400   
       TOTAL WATER DEBT SER EXPENDITURES    $222,400 
     

SEWER DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Debt Service  $504,900   
       TOTAL SEWER DEBT SER EXPENDITURES    $504,900 
     

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND     
General Government  $40,000   
      TOTAL CAP. IMPR.  EXPENDITURES    $40,000 

 
INDUSTRIAL PK INFRASTUCTURE IMPRV FUND     

Economic Development  $10,000   
      TOTAL INDUSTRIAL PARK INFRA IMPRV 
EXPENDITURES 

   $10,000 

     
HOLLAND PARK VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND     

Administration  $5,000   
      TOTAL HOLLAND PK VETERANS MEM 
EXPENDITURES 

   $5,000 

     
DIAL-A-RIDE FUND     

Labor  $335,500   
Administrative & General  70,300   
Materials & Supplies  148,000   
Transfers-Out   54,900   
       TOTAL DIAL-A-RIDE EXPENDITURES    $608,700 

     
RE-LENDING LOW INTEREST PROGRAM FUND     



11 

 

USDA IRP Principal  $6,900   
USDA IRP Interest  100   
       TOTAL RE-LENDING EXPENDITURES    $7,000 

     
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM FUND     

Production  $984,300   
Transmission  392,100   
Customer Services  19,400   
Industrial Pretreatment   132,700   
Lift Stations  14,700   
Big Rapids Township   900   
Transfers-Out  1,145,300   
       TOTAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL EXPENDITURES    $2,689,400 
     

WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM FUND     
Production  $919,700   
Transmission  594,200   
Customer Services  20,600   
Transfers-Out  978,900   
       TOTAL WATER SUPPLY EXPENDITURES    $2,513,400 
     

SANITATION FUND     
Leaf Pickup & Composting  $63,300   
Garbage Disposal/Composting  961,900   
Customer Services  42,700   
Transfers-Out  129,000   
       TOTAL SANITATION EXPENDITURES    $1,196,900 
     

SEWER REPLACEMENT FUND      
Equipment & Project Costs  $663,000   
       TOTAL SEWER REPL EXPENDITURES    $663,000 

     
WATER REPLACEMENT FUND     

Equipment & Project Costs  $340,000   
       TOTAL WATER REPL EXPENDITURES    $340,000 
     

DPW FUND     
Administrative & General  $1,015,500   
Transfer-Out   148,500   
       TOTAL DPW EXPENDITURES    $1,164,000 
     

MOTOR POOL FUND     
Administrative & General  $834,200   
Transfer-Out   71,100   
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       TOTAL MOTOR POOL EXPENDITURES    $905,300 
     

DISC GOLF FUND     
Administrative  $3,600   
       TOTAL INSURANCE EXPENDITURES    $3,600 

     
MUSKEGON RIVER SAFETY FUND     

Administrative  $1,900   
       TOTAL RIVER SAFETY EXPENDITURES    $1,900 
     

MILLER & AHLGREN TRUST FUND     
Administrative  $36,100   
      TOTAL MILLER & AHLGREN EXPENDITURES    $36,100 
     

SUSAN JENNINGS MEMORIAL FUND     
Administrative  $1,500   
       TOTAL SUSAN JENNINGS EXPENDITURES    $1,500 

     
PLAYSCAPE FUND     

Administrative  $500   
       TOTAL PLAYSCAPE FUND    $500 

     
RIVERWALK FUND     

Administrative  $29,900   
       TOTAL RIVERWALK EXPENDITURES    $29,900 

 
     

ACT 345 RETIREMENT FUND     
Administration  $1,024,900   
       TOTAL ACT 345 RETIREMENT EXPENDITURES    $1,024,900 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Manager is authorized to amend individual 

line items within the FY 17-18 City of Big Rapids Budget such that the General Fund and 
all other fund totals remained unchanged. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, FUND 701 -- Trust & Agency, FUND 703 -- Tax 

Collection, FUND 705 -- Income Tax, FUND 750 – Payroll, and FUND 751 – Housing – 
Payroll do not have budgeted revenues or expenditures, are balance sheet accounts, and 
therefore, do not have fund balances. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the FY 17-18 anticipated fund balance carry-overs 
are recognized such that the expenditures appropriated do not exceed the sum of the 
anticipated revenues plus the carry-overs on a fund-by-fund basis as attached. 

 
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 11.2334 mills 
for the period of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018, on all real and personal taxable 
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property in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same.  The remainder 
of the tax is levied for the purpose of defraying the general expense and liability of the 
City of Big Rapids and is levied pursuant to the Charter of the City of Big Rapids.  The 
maximum authorized levy according to the City Charter is 15.0 mills. 
 
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 1.0000 mil as 
part of the 11.2334 mills for the period of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018, on all real 
and personal taxable property in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the 
same to be used exclusively for the annual street program, to include street and alley 
surface infrastructure only (asphalt, milling, striping etc.)  This mil does not include utility 
work or complete street rebuilding. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 4.8290 mills for 
the period of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018, on all real and personal taxable property 
in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same.  This tax is levied for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of supporting the retirement plan for qualified personnel of 
the Department of Public Safety of the City of Big Rapids pursuant to the provisions of 
ACT 345 of the Public Acts of 1937, as amended, as approved by a vote on August 7, 
1972. 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 2.8304 mills for 
the period of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018, on all real and personal taxable property 
in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same.  This tax is levied for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of paying principal and interest payments and agent fees 
for the Public Safety Building bond. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 1.0000 mil for 
the period of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018, on all real and personal taxable property 
in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same to be used exclusively 
for library operations. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission does hereby levy a tax of 
2.0000 mills for the period of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 on all real and personal 
taxable property in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same in a 
district known as Downtown Development District.  This tax is levied for the purpose of 
defraying the cost of Downtown Development Authority. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission imposes a 1% administration 
and collection fee on all levies of property taxes pursuant to MCL 211.44. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
 
Commissioner James would like to have the projected fund balance sheet added to the 
budget for next year.  This is a one sheet addition to the resolution. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  703-06-17 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following Ordinance: 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WATER RATES TITLE V, 
SECTION 54.11 OF THE 

BIG RAPIDS CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission of the City of Big Rapids has determined that a rate 
adjustment is necessary to pay the increased costs of the water system, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to adopt this rate adjustment one year at a 
time, and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Big Rapids ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Title V, Section 54.11 is hereby amended to read: 
 
§ 54.11 WATER RATES.  
 
Effective July 1, 2017, the rates to charge monthly for water service shall consist of a 
base rate without regard to usage, and a commodity charge based on water usage. 
 
INSTITUTIONAL CUSTOMERS 
 

Meter Size 
(Inches) 

Base Rate Commodity Charge 

5/8 $10.00 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
¾ $16.80 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
1 $27.67 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 

1 ½ $59.87 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
2 $115.17 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
 3 $197.07 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
4 $374.87 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
6 $606.57 $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 

 
 
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS 
 

Meter Size 
(Inches) 

Base Rate Commodity Charge 

5/8 $4.00 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
¾ $8.25 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
1 $24.68 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 

1 ½ $43.48 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
2 $118.37 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
3 $218.75 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
4 $195.06 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
6 $421.49 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
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RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
 

Meter Size 
(Inches) 

Base Rate Commodity Charge 

5/8 $4.00 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
¾ $4.00 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 
1 $4.00 $6.15 per 1,000 gallons 

 
 
Section 2:  Residential customers include single family residence and rentals of 4 living 
units or less. 
 
Section 3. This ordinance shall be effective upon publication. 
 
Section 4. The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017   
Published:  June 12, 2017 
 
There was discussion regarding the City’s travel policy.  This policy was tabled for further 
review of the section pertaining to employee’s taking their own vehicle to conduct City 
business.   
 
ORDINANCE NO.  704-06-17 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SEWER RATES, TITLE V, 
SECTION  54.12 OF THE BIG RAPIDS CODE OF ORDINANCES 

 
WHEREAS, the Commission of the City of Big Rapids has determined that a rate 

increase is necessary to pay the increased costs at the wastewater system, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to adopt this rate adjustment one year at a 
time, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Big Rapids ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Title V, Section 54.12, is hereby amended to read: 
 
Effective July 1, 2017, the rates to charge monthly for sewer service shall consist of a 
base rate without regard to usage and a commodity charge based on sewer usage. 
 
COMMERCIAL/ INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS, INSTITUTIONAL CUSTOMERS 
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Meter size (inches)  Base Rate   Commodity Charge 
5/8    $5.40    $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
¾    $23.71   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
1    $39.64   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
1 ½    $90.45   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
2    $218.70   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
3    $373.73   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
4    $662.90   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
6    $1,189.64   $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
 
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
 
Meter size (inches)  Base Rate   Commodity Charge 
5/8    $5.40    $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
¾    $5.40    $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
1    $5.40    $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
 
Section 2:  Residential customers include single family residence and rentals of 4 living 
units or less. 
 
Township customers: 
 

The sewer rates charged to customers in Big Rapids Township and Green 
Township shall be determined by the current User Charge Report. 

 
Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP): 
 

Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional users shall be charged an additional 
amount per 1,000 gallons of use for the Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP) as 
determined by the current User Charge Report. 

 
Single customer facilities: 
 
 Sewer lift stations, facilities, or other services on the system which serve only one 
customer shall be individually charged the cost of that private service. 
 
Section 3. This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication. 
 
Section 4.  The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017   
Published:  June 12, 2017 
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-67 
 

Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
CAPITAL BUY IN CHARGE CONSTRUCTION FEE 

WATER INVOICE  
 

WHEREAS, SGAJ Investments, LLC, paid the City $67,082.49 for their share of 
the water main extension along Gilbert Drive and connection fees for the existing Campus 
Creek apartments on June 2, 2016, and $19,412.60 for connection fees for Phase I of the 
Campus Creek Cottages development on December 1, 2016, and 
 

WHEREAS, GFJ BR Cottages, LLC wants to proceed with Phase II of the Campus 
Creek Cottages development, and 
 

WHEREAS, the MDEQ is requiring the City and GFJ BR Cottages, LLC to 
complete a loop of the water system on property that is adjacent to the development as 
part of the permit to extend the water main for Phase II, and the work needed to complete 
the loop has been estimated by the developer to cost approximately $24,000 for design, 
permits, materials and construction, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Connection Fees owed to the City for Phase II are calculated to 
be $19,122.84, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City shall credit 50% of the cost ($12,000) of the loop for the 
connection fee for Phase II. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City and GFJ BR Cottages, LLC 
agree that the Water Invoice for Phase II connection fees is $7,122.84. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-68 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR CROSS 
CONNECTION CONTROL PROGRAM OF ALL CITY OWNED BACKFLOW 

PREVENTION DEVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is required by the Department of Environment 
Quality (DEQ) to prevent backflow and to maintain a Cross Connection Control Program, 
and 
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 WHEREAS, DEQ has also required the City to implement this backflow prevention 
program to other water services within the City, and   
 

WHEREAS, the City has solicited bids for a contract period of three years (July 1, 
2017 through June 30, 2020), including two, one-year extensions, for the City’s Cross 
Connection Control Inspection Program, whereby one bid was received from HydroCorp 
of Troy MI at a cost of $21,696 annually, and  

 
WHEREAS, In the first two years of this new contract, the backflow program will 

begin to incorporate inspections at residential, commercial and institutional locations with 
lawn irrigation, as well as, properties with both a well and City water (exterior access 
only), and   

 
WHEREAS, in year three, HydroCorp will begin incorporating backflow inspections 

with the rental property inspections.   
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accepts the bid 

of HydroCorp for the Cross Connection Inspection Program in the amount of $21,696 
annually and the cost for these services be expensed to Account No. 591-561-801.100. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids hereby agrees to enter 
into the contract for a three-year period beginning July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2020 
with an option of two one-year extensions and authorizes the Mayor to sign the contract 
documents. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-69 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION EXTENDING AGREEMENT WITH INTEGRATED CONTROLS, INC. 
FOR INSTRUMENTATION AND CONTROLS PROVIDER AT THE  

WATER AND WASTEWATER PLANTS 
 

WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 15-66, dated July 6, 2015, the City Commission 
authorized an agreement with Integrated Controls, Inc. for instrumentation and controls 
provider at the Water and Wastewater Plants, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement allows for two one-year extensions whereby both the 
City of Big Rapids and Integrated Controls, Inc. has agreed to the second and final one-
year extension, and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff recommends extending the instrumentation and controls 
provider agreement with Integrated Controls, Inc. for the second and final one-year 
extension. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the extension of the agreement with Integrated Controls, Inc., for the second 
and final one-year period of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 for instrumentation and 
controls provider at the Water and Wastewater Plants. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-70 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 
RESOLUTION EXTENDING AGREEMENT WITH BIOTECH AGRONOMICS INC. FOR 

BIOSOLIDS REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL AT THE  
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 
WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 14-65, dated June 16, 2014, the City Commission 

authorized an agreement with Biotech Agronomics, Inc. for biosolids removal and 
disposal at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement allows for two one-year extensions whereby both the 
City of Big Rapids and Biotech Agronomics, Inc. has agreed to the first one-year 
extension, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Biotech Agronomics, Inc. has requested a modest 2.6 percent 
increase over the current price, and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff recommends extending the biosolids removal and disposal 
agreement with Biotech Agronomics, Inc. for the first one-year extension with the modest 
increase. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the extension of the agreement with Biotech Agronomics, Inc., for the first one-
year extension for the period of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 for biosolids removal 
and disposal at the Wastewater Treatment Plant with the modest increase of 2.6 percent 
over the current price. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
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RESOLUTION NO.  17-71 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson the adoption of 
the following: 
 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING DIAL-A-RIDE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AND ALCOHOL TESTING PROGRAM 
 
 

 WHEREAS, in order for the City of Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride to continue to receive 
Federal Funds under the 5311 contract, the City must abide by an Alcohol and Drug Policy 
in accordance with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT), and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Dial-A-Ride Alcohol and Drug Policy required revisions, which 
have been completed and approved by the Michigan Department of Transportation and 
the City Attorney, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the revised policy dated March 16, 2017, is hereby attached. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves the Department of Transportation Controlled Substances and Alcohol Testing 
Program (FTA) Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transit System Policy dated March 16, 2017.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-72 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following:   
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 521  
FOR OAK STREET 

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, Public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has authorized the following traffic control 
order: 
 

The “No Parking” sign in the 300 block of Oak St. on the north side of the 
road, east of S. Warren St, will be moved 20 feet to the east of its current 
location.  

 
     

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 
Control Order. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-73 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following resolution.   
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CITY STAFF TO APPLY FOR A 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE GRANT FOR A 

USE OF FORCE SIMULATOR FOR THE  
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

  
WHEREAS, the Department of Public Safety implemented a regional Citizen’s 

Police Academy last year, which was well received by the community, and    
 
WHEREAS, the last class of the academy program focuses on the topic of police 

and their use of force, which often elicits highly emotional responses in communities and 
scrutiny from the media, and 

   
WHEREAS, The Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Office through 

the Department of Justice is accepting grant applications and is seeking to award one or 
more projects totaling up to $300,000 that promote building relationships with 
communities to enhance officer safety, and 

 
WHEREAS, the funds from this no match grant will be used to purchase a Use of 

Force Simulator valued at $90,000 and will be used as part of the Citizen’s Police 
Academy to add insight on how difficult some public safety situations are and how quickly 
they evolve.  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
authorizes City Staff to apply for the Department of Justice Grant and submit the grant 
application documents, and authorizes the Mayor and/or Public Safety Deputy Director 
Steve Schroeder to sign the necessary application documents and assurances for the 
grant on behalf of the City.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-74 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following:   
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING AIRPORT 
 MINIMUM STANDARDS 



22 

 

WHEREAS, the City Commission adopted the airport Minimum Standards per 
Resolution No. 09-136, dated November 16, 2009, and 

 
WHEREAS, this template has now been revised to accommodate the need for 

more precise and appropriate language to the Roben Hood Airport. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 

amended Minimum Standards for Commercial Aeronautical Activities at Roben Hood 
Airport. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-75 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following:   

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXT CHANGE 
FOR PARKING REGULATIONS 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission per resolution no. 17-42, dated April 3, 2017 

referred the review of parking regulations to the Planning Commission, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on May 17, 2017 

whereby recommending to require one parking space per bedroom in all single dwelling 
units, duplexes, and multiple family dwellings.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 

Planning Commission’s recommendations of requiring one parking space per bedroom in 
all single dwelling units, duplexes, and multiple family dwellings and direct the City 
attorney to draft an ordinance.  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 5, 2017 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner James asked what vehicle Mr. Gifford takes when going on City 
business.  Mr. Gifford stated that he used a City vehicle.   

 
• Commissioner Anderson commented that there will be a summer concert at the 

Old Jail on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
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• Mayor Warba stated that the performance evaluation forms for City Manager and 
City Treasurer will be handed out at the June 19th Commission meeting.  These 
forms will need to be turned back in before July 3, 2017.  The review for the City 
Manager and the City Treasurer will be on the July 3, 2017 City Commission 
agenda.     
 

• The Mayor asked the Commission to think about medical marijuana and the Ives 
Drain and whether they wanted to move forward with these two topics with a 
possible decision before November 2017.  Commissioner Hogenson wondered if 
waiting on the medical marijuana would hurt the people that are currently using it.  
He would like to hear testimonies from people who have a medical marijuana card. 
 

• Back to The Bricks car show will be June 10th in downtown Big Rapids. 
 

• The Mayor and Mr. Gifford will be attending the Big Rapids Charter Township 
meeting.  They will be discussing incorporating Clay Cliffs into the City limits.  Clay 
Cliffs will be on the City Commission agenda on June 19th. 
 

• The house at 717 Finley has been taken down.  The City needs to think about what 
to do with this property. 
 

• The Chamber will be moving into their new building and leaving the old building 
vacant.  This building will revert back to the City if left vacant.  The City will need 
to think about what they would like to do with the building.  
 

There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
June 19, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 16 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of June 5, 2017 regular meeting be accepted with corrections. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.   Purchasing Ballot Proposal – Eric Williams 
 
Eric Williams gave a brief update on the Charter Amendment Ballot Proposal that will be 
on the November ballot.  The City is required to publish the ballot proposal including the 
existing text and the proposed new text in the newspaper prior to the election.  He is 
recommending to the City Commission that City staff publish the ballot proposal once a 
month for the months of August, September and October 2017.  Mr. Williams would also 
like it posted on the City’s website for those times as well. The Commission would like the 
Clerk to submit the ballot proposal to the Pioneer newspaper as a display ad (boxed in) 
and get an estimate of cost.     
 
b.   Road Rating Report– Heather Bowman 
 
Heather Bowman gave a PowerPoint presentation explaining how the City streets are 
rated.  Public Works uses a program called Paser to evaluate the pavement surface and 
with a rating from 1-10.   
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A rating of 10 is excellent and a rating of 1 is failed.  A road that is rated a 10 cannot be 
given that rating again.  Roads are rated by looking at the worst part of the road.  The 500 
block of Ives was fully reconstructed in 1993 and today it is rated a 5.  River Street was 
done in 1976 and is now rated a 3.  Roads that are still gravel and have never been paved 
will not show up on the Paser report.        
 
There are four categories of common asphalt pavement surface distress:   
 
Surface defects – raveling, flushing, polishing 
 
Surface deformation – rutting, distortion – rippling and shoving, settling, frost heave. 
 
Cracks – transverse, reflection, slippage, longitudinal, block, and alligator cracks. 
 
Patches and Potholes   
 
Roads are deteriorated by the environment due to weathering and ageing and structural 
damage caused by repeated traffic loading.  The rate at which pavement deteriorates 
depends on its environment, traffic loading conditions, original construction quality, and 
interim maintenance procedures.  Poor quality materials or poor construction procedures 
can significantly reduce the life of a pavement.  As a result, two pavements constructed 
at the same time may have significantly different lives, or certain portions of a pavement 
may deteriorate more rapidly than others.  Timely and effective maintenance can extend 
the pavement life.  Crack sealing and seal coating can reduce the effect of moisture in 
aging of asphalt pavement. 
 
c.  Chamber Building – Eric Williams 
 
Eric Williams explained the terms of the Chamber building lease between the City and 
the Chamber.  The lease states that if the Chamber ceases to use the leased premise for 
the purpose specified in the lease, the lease shall terminate and the building constructed 
shall become part of the land and be the property of the City.  The Chamber has decided 
not to sell or remove the building, so once vacated, it will become the property of the City.    
 
The Chamber building was discussed at the June 8, 2017 Park and Recreation board 
meeting. Fritz Pins, Rental Inspector/Building Inspector, submitted a letter outlining his 
inspection of the building.  Mr. Pins believes that in order for this building to be re-
purposed and brought up to meet the existing codes of commercial building, while being 
ADA compliant, would be financially impossible. The upper portion has no immediate 
parking available in reasonable walking distance for an individual with a handicap.  The 
lower portion of the building has an entry door that is less than six feet eight inches high, 
making that entry illegal.   
 
The Park and Recreation Board made a motion to recommend demolition and removal of 
the building. This building has no historical value.   
 
The City has received a grant from the DNR Passport Program to renovate Mitchell Creek 
Park.  The renovation would include building a new parking lot, redoing the trails with 
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lighting and seating.  Staff is reluctant to move forward with this project until they know 
the future of the Chamber building.   
 
Staff does not want to begin building the new parking lot and take a chance of damaging 
it by driving large equipment on it in order to demo the building.  
 
The Mayor would like the Planning Commission to review the future of the Chamber 
building as well.  Mark Sweppenheiser was directed to present this to the Planning 
Commission and convey their recommendation to the City Commission.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Rose Mary Jennings commented on how beautiful the flowers are 
downtown. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  None  
 
Mayor Warba suggested combining with the County and Townships to save money on 
the generator contract.  There may be a discount on quantity.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-76 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR  
MAINTENANCE OF CITY-OWNED 

STANDBY GENERATORS 
 

 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for maintenance of City-owned standby 
generators for City Hall, water plant, wastewater plant, public safety building, public works 
garage and airport, and 
 
 WHEREAS, five bids were received with staff recommending that the bid of 
Michigan Cat, Grand Rapids, MI be accepted in the amount of $8,900.00 per year for 
three years with the option of two, one-year renewals.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Michigan Cat in the 
amount of $8,900.00 for maintenance of City-owned standby generators for City Hall, 
water plant, wastewater plant, public safety building, public works garage and airport be 
accepted and the cost be expensed from the following: 
 
            Account     Number of      
Department              Number        Units        Amount 
 
City Hall Building        101-267-801.000   1       $   593.33  
Public Safety Building                   101-345-801.000           1       $   593.33 
Motor Pool         661-444-801.000   2       $ 1,186.66 
Wastewater Treatment Plant        590-560-801.000   4       $ 2,373.32 
Water Treatment Plant       591-560-801.000                         6       $ 3,560.03 
Airport           295-249-801.000   1       $    593.33  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor be authorized to sign the contract 
upon approval by the City Attorney. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017  
 
Commissioner James asked why this bid came in so much lower than the other bids.  
Dave Cushway explained that the two highest bidders already have enough work to 
keep their crew busy, the company’s strategy is, if they received the bid fine they would 
make a lot of money, but if they did not receive the bid, that would be OK too.  The third 
highest bidder was the closest, but this company would have to subcontract out the 
installation of the steel railings and that cost came in high.    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-77 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR CLARIFIER COATING AND  
REPAIR AT THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 
WHEREAS, both Final Clarifiers were installed in 1976 and now require extensive 

sand-blasting and painting of the “bridge” walkway structure connecting both clarifiers, 
and the complete steel superstructure above and below the waterline, and 

 
WHEREAS, new maintenance-free anodized aluminum railings will also be 

installed as a cost-effective alternative to sand-blasting and re-painting of the original 
steel railings, this work will preserve these structures for many more years, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids and whereby four bids were received with staff 
recommending that the bid of Quality Maintenance Contractors Inc., be accepted in the 
amount of $99,104.00.  
   
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Quality Maintenance Contractors Inc. stripping and painting of both final clarifier steel 
structures above and below the waterline, the bridge structure connecting both clarifiers, 
and replacement of clarifier and bridge handrails at the Wastewater Treatment Plant and 
that the cost of $99,104.00 be expensed from account number 598-561-967.956. 
  
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
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RESOLUTION NO.  17-78 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT EXTENSION 

WITH WONSEY TREE SERVICE  
 

 WHEREAS, the City contracts for tree removal, trimming, brush chipping and stump 
removal for the care and maintenance of the City trees, and 
 
 WHEREAS, per resolution 12-43, dated May 21, 2012, the City contracted with 
Wonsey Tree Service for a five-year period with one two-year extension if the City and 
Wonsey agree, and  
 
  WHEREAS, staff has contacted Wonsey Tree Service and they have agreed to 
extend the contract for two years beginning July 1, 2017 until June 30, 2019 with prices 
remaining the same. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the two-
year extension with Wonsey Tree Service beginning July 1, 2017 until June 30, 2019 and 
expense the cost to Account Number 101-756-801.000.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
Mayor Warba suggested combining with the townships to save money on sanitary/storm 
cleaning and television.  There may be a discount on quantity. Mr. Stanek, Big Rapids 
Township Supervisor, commented that they used to use Taplin (Terra), but are now going 
with another company.  Terra was not always available when they needed them.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-79 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION EXTENDING AGREEMENT WITH TAPLIN (FORMALLY TERRA 
CONTRACTING) FOR SANITARY/STORM CLEANING AND TELEVISING 

 
WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 13-80, dated July 1, 2013, the City Commission 

authorized an agreement with Terra Contracting (now named Taplin) for sanitary/storm 
cleaning and televising, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement allows for two one-year extensions whereby both the 
City of Big Rapids and Taplin (Terra Contracting) has agreed to the second and final one-
year extension. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the extension of the agreement with Taplin (Terra Contracting), for the second 
and final one-year period beginning July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 for sanitary/storm 
cleaning and televising.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from the following 
Account Numbers: 
 

590-561-801.600   $ 40,000 
 

101-442-967.701   $   2,500 
 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-80 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson the adoption of 
the following: 

RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2016/2017 
YEAR END GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2016/2017 General Appropriations 

on May 6, 2016, per Resolution No. 16-52, and 
 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the following budgeted Year End adjustments to the FY 2016/17 
General Appropriations.   
                             
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2016/2017 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
GENERAL FUND     

Account Number Account Description 
Current 
Budget Change 

Amended 
Budget 

101-210-826.000 LEGAL FEES-OTHER $43,100 $28,500 $71,600 
101-000-390.000 FUND BALANCE   $28,500   
Legal Fees higher than budgeted     
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GENERAL FUND     

Account Number Account Description 
Current 
Budget Change 

Amended 
Budget 

101-345-717.000 EMPLOYER HEALTH INS. PREM. $51,800 $15,200 $67,000 
101-000-390.000 FUND BALANCE   $15,200   
Two positions switched from health insurance reimbursement to health insurance coverage 
     
INDUSTRIAL PARK INFRASTRUCTURE IMPRV     

Account Number Account Description 
Current 
Budget Change 

Amended 
Budget 

405-728-970.014 CONSTRUCTION: IND PK INFSTR $468,800 $80,000 $538,800 
405-000-390.000 FUND BALANCE   $80,000   
Baldwin St Bridge construction higher than budgeted     

  
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017   
 
Commissioner James stated that in Section XII of the City Investment Policy it states that 
the City Treasurer shall submit a quarterly investment report to the City Commission that 
provides, at a minimum:  principal and type of investment by fund, estimated annualized 
yield, year to date earnings, and summary of cash and investments maintained in each 
financial institution.  She does not believe that Mr. Kuhn has been doing this and would 
like it implemented in the future or change the policy.   
 
Commissioner James also referred to Section VIII where it mentions credit unions.  
Commissioner James, while City Treasurer, tried to open accounts at a credit union, and 
she was told that a municipality could not open accounts due to the credit union was 
owned by it members.  She believes that this reference of credit unions should be clarified 
or deleted from the Investment Policy.  
  
RESOLUTION NO. 17-81 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING REVISED  
CITY INVESTMENT POLICY AND 2017/2018 

CITY FINANCIAL DEALERS AND INSTITUTIONS 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids passed Resolution No. 08-47 on June 2, 2008, 
which adopted the revised Investment Policy of the City of Big Rapids, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Investment Policy has been amended since its adoption and is 
attached as Fin-4, and 
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 WHEREAS, under Section XIV, the policy shall be reviewed annually by the City 
Treasurer and amended as necessary by the Big Rapids City Commission, and 
 
 WHEREAS, there has been no change in the approved policy or financial dealers 
and institutions. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve 
Financial Dealers and Institutions for the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 per Section VII of the 
Investment Policy. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-82 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXTENSION  
 OF AUDITING FIRM SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission approved per Resolution No. 13-60, dated May 

20, 2013, City auditing services beginning 2012/2013, and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a provision within the original contract to renew the agreement 

for up to five additional years, for a total of six years, subject to annual review by the City 
Treasurer and acceptance by the City Commission, and   
 

WHEREAS, the Treasurer’s Office is pleased with the performance of Gabridge & 
Company and wishes to exercise its fourth yearly renewal for fiscal year 2016/2017. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize the 

renewal of the auditing contract with Gabridge & Company to audit Fiscal Year 2016/17. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-83 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTING AMENDED TRAVEL POLICY 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids recognizes the need for City personnel to 
travel and has a Travel Policy, and 

 
WHEREAS, it is staff recommendation that the Travel Policy be updated. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the attached amended City of Big 

Rapids Travel Policy be adopted. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
The City Commission took a five-minute break.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 705-06-17  

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TABLE OF PARKING SPACE REQUIREMENTS 

 FOR DWELLINGS IN SECTION 5.2:1 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
 

WHEREAS, A Public Hearing was held on May 17, 2017 before the Planning 
Commission on off street parking regulations for residential dwelling units in the zoning 
ordinance and a recommended text change to one parking space per bedroom in Single 
Dwelling Units, Duplexes, and Multiple Family Dwellings, and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 5th, 2017, the City Commission accepted the Planning 

Commission’s recommendation to amend the Table of Parking Space Requirements in 
Section 5.2:1 of the zoning ordinance,   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  The Table of Parking Space Requirements in Section 5.2:1 of the Zoning 
Ordinance is amended to read as follows for Dwellings: 
 
 One parking space per bedroom in all single dwelling units, duplexes, and 
multiple family dwellings.  
 
Section 2.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in The Pioneer. 
 
Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
Published:  June 22, 2017 
 
Mark Sweppenheiser stated that an application to request a zoning change was 
submitted by Jack Frizzell to rezone 218 S. Warren Avenue from C-2 to RP.  The 
applicant was initially interested in rezoning only their parcel.  Staff determined that the 
rezoning initiative to change the zoning on a single parcel constituted spot zoning.  Staff 
recommended that the City Commission refer all 6 properties in that half block to the 
Planning Commission for consideration to rezone.   This was brought before the 
Planning Commission on May 17, 2017 and had a tied vote (3 to 3).  The motion failed.     
 
The Big Rapids Master Plan does not recognize any future changes to the proposed area.  
Mr. Sweppenheiser is currently in the process of updating the City’s Master Plan and this 
area could be considered for a future focus area in which a rezoning would be 
recommended.  
  
Jack Frizzell stated that he talked to the six property owners and only one objected.  The 
person that objected believed that his property would be worth more being zoned 
Commercial then zoned RP. 
 
The Mayor clarified with Mr. Sweppenheiser that in regard to parking, if the property is 
zoned C-2 the property owners are able to utilize municipal parking lots, and if the 
property is zoned RP the property owners are not.  Mr. Sweppenheiser stated that was 
correct and that all residential components for the RP would have to be on site and allow 
half of the requirement for office space to be on the street.     
 
The Mayor was unable to get the resolution on not to rezone moved.  After a lengthy 
discussion, it was decided to move and second the resolution.  The resolution was voted 
on and failed.  A motion was made to approve rezoning on the east half block of S. Warren 
Avenue from C -2 to RP.  Motion was voted on and approved.   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-84 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following:   

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION ON REZONING PROPERTIES ON  
S. WARREN AVENUE   

 
WHEREAS, the City received an application to request a zoning change from Jack 

Frizzell to rezone 218 S. Warren Avenue from C-2 to RP, and 
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WHEREAS, staff determined that the rezoning initiative to change the zoning on a 
single parcel constituted spot zoning, and   

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission per resolution no. 17-51, dated April 17, 2017 

referred the review of the east half block of S. Warren Avenue from C-2 to RP to the 
Planning Commission, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on May 17, 2017 and 

recommended not to rezone the east half block of S. Warren Avenue.    
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 

Planning Commission recommendation not to rezone properties located at 202 S. 
Warren, 216 S. Warren, 218 S. Warren, 220 S. Warren, 226 S. Warren and 228 S. Warren 
from C-2 to RP.  

 
Yeas:   Warba 
Nays:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein  
The Mayor declared the resolution FAILED. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
MOTION NO. 17-85 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following:   

 
Motion was made to approve rezoning on the east half block of S. Warren Avenue  
from C -2 to RP.   
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein  
Nays:   Warba 
The Mayor declared the motion adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
Mark Sweppenheiser stated that an application to request a zoning change was 
submitted by Mark and Johanna McDonough, owners of property at 416 N. State Street.  
The applicant was initially interested in rezoning only their parcel.  Staff determined that 
the rezoning initiative to change the zoning on a single parcel constituted spot zoning.  
Staff recommends that the applicant and City Commission consider rezoning the east 
half block of N. State Street between East Bellevue Street and Hemlock Street.  The 
request would include 9 parcels.  Mr. Sweppenheiser does not believe that the 
McDonough’s request to rezone their property to RP is best for them.  He believes that 
rezoning it to RR would be best.   

Commissioner Hogenson moved that the resolution include RR as well as RP as a 
consideration to the Planning Commission.    
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-86 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION REFERRING REZONING THE EAST HALF BLOCK OF  
N. STATE STREET BETWEEN EAST BELLEVUE STREET  

AND HEMLOCK STREET FROM C-3 TO RP OR RR 
TO THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  

 
WHEREAS, Mark and Johanna McDonough, owners of the property located at 416 

N. State Street are requesting that this property be rezoned from C-3 to RP or RR, and   
 
WHEREAS, staff determined that the rezoning initiative to change the zoning on a 

single parcel constituted spot zoning, and  
 
WHEREAS, staff recommends rezoning the east half block of N. State Street 

between East Bellevue Street and Hemlock Street, which would include parcels 400, 414, 
416, 418, 420, 430, 438, 440, and 442 N. State, and  

 
WHEREAS, this would require a map amendment to change the zoning from C-3 

to RP or RR, and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is required for the City Planning Commission to make a 

recommendation on the rezoning of the east half block of east half block of N. State Street 
between East Bellevue Street and Hemlock Street from C-3 to RP or RR. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby directs 

the City Planning Commission to conduct a public hearing on the rezoning of the east half 
block of N. State Street between East Bellevue Street and Hemlock Street and to provide 
the Commission with a recommendation for action. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-87 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH 

THE BIG RAPIDS HOUSING COMMISSION 
FOR POLICING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids provides police protection for the health, safety 
and welfare of the City residents, and 
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 WHEREAS, it is determined that an East-side police patrol officer will provide 
special services to the Big Rapids Housing Commission in accordance with the attached 
agreement, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in exchange for these special services, the Big Rapids Housing 
Commission agrees to provide financial support proportionate to 25% of the assigned 
police officer’s time (25% of base officer pay of $51,141 annually) on the Big Rapids 
Housing Commission project site, not to exceed $12,785.00 annually, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed agreement is for a period of time from July 1, 2017 
through June 30, 2020. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the Mayor to enter into the attached agreement on behalf of the City of Big 
Rapids.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-88 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following:   
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 522  
FOR THE REMOVAL OF NO PARKING SIGNS IN THE 

 500 BLOCK OF N. MICHIGAN  
 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, Public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has authorized the following traffic control 
order: 
 

Remove all “No Parking” signs in the 500 block of N. Michigan, except 
for “No Parking Here To Corner” signs. 

     
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 

Control Order. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-89 
 

Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commission Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE COMPENSATION COMMISSION 
REPORT FOR YEAR 2017 

 
WHEREAS, on January 15, 2013, the City Commission adopted Ordinance No. 

653-1-13, per the new City Charter, which established a Compensation Commission to 
review and determine the compensation of the elected officials of the City, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Compensation Commission held a meeting on May 2, 2017 to 
consider a recommendation for year 2017, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Compensation Commission finalized their written determination 
for year 2017, with no wage increase to be awarded to the City Commission members.  
They based their decision upon the fact that the Mayor received a pay increase of $150 
and Commissioners received a pay increase of $100 in 2015. There has been no 
sufficient increase in Social Security and the Commission also did not want to set a 
precedent whereby automatically increasing salaries every two years.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 

written report presented by the Compensation Commission as their 2017 determination. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-90 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT AGREEMENT WITH 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PURCHASE NEW VOTING EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS  

 
 WHEREAS, the current election equipment has been deemed obsolete by the 
State of Michigan, and  
 

WHEREAS, staff wishes to apply to the Secretary of State for a grant to purchase 
a new voting system, which includes precinct tabulators, accessible voting devices for 
use by individuals with disabilities, and related Election Management System (EMS) 
software, and  

 
WHEREAS, State-appropriated and Federal HAVA funding provided via this grant 

agreement covers the purchase of the voting system, the software license fee for the EMS 
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software for the full 10-year contract term, and the initial service and maintenance period 
for all components for five years, and 

 
WHEREAS, costs for the extended service and maintenance period for years 5 – 

10 and additional costs, if any, are the sole responsibility of the City of Big Rapids, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids plans to begin implementation of the new voting 

system in 2017.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the City Clerk to submit the grant application to the Secretary of State to 
purchase a new voting system on behalf of the City of Big Rapids and sign the grant 
agreement.   

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-91 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CONTRACT NO. 2014-0767/A1 WITH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE CONTINUED OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF A WEATHER OBSERVATION AND DATA DISSEMINATION 

SYSTEM AT ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT 
 

 WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) oversees the 
operational and maintenance of Automated Weather Observations Systems (AWOS) for 
all airports, and 
 
 WHEREAS, per resolution 14-76, dated July 7, 2014, the City contracted with the 
Department of Transportation for continued operation and maintenance of a Weather 
Observation and Data Dissemination system for Roben Hood airport for a three-year 
period with two one-year extensions, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the original contract states that the City will pay MDOT 50% of the 
maintenance costs and system service charges incurred by MDOT, including 
administrative costs and costs of scheduled and unscheduled work.  This pricing will not 
change with this extension, and    
 
  WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation has contacted the City and 
would like to extend the contract for the first one year extension beginning June 15, 2014 
until June 14, 2018.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve Contract 
No. 2014-0767/A1 for the first one-year extension with the Department of Transportation 
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beginning June 15, 2014 until June 14, 2018 for operation and maintenance of a Weather 
Observation and Data Dissemination system at Roben Hood airport.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission 
authorizes the Mayor to sign said contract.    
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    
 
Eric Williams began the discussion regarding Clay Cliffs by reading what factual 
determinations would be required in order to have Clay Cliffs incorporated into the City 
of Big Rapids.  These factors are: 1.  The land described below is adjacent and 
contiguous to the City boundary, 2.  All of the land described is City park land and is 
depicted on the attached map, 3.  All of the land is vacant, 4.  The land is located in the 
Charter Township of Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, 5.  The land is owned by 
the City, 6.  There is no one residing on the land. 
 
The Mayor and City Manager have attended numerous Township meetings to discuss 
Clay Cliffs and to answer questions. At a recent Big Rapids Township meeting, the board 
members decided not to approve incorporating Clay Cliffs into the City.  Because the City 
owns Clay Cliffs property and it abuts a portion of the City’s boundaries, the township’s 
approval is not legally required to incorporate it into the City’s footprint.     
 
Commissioner Anderson suggested that the resolution be tabled.  She believes that 
incorporating Clay Cliffs into the City is the right thing to do, but is concerned that by 
approving it in this manner it may cause hard feelings.  She would like to be able to work 
with the township for a common goal.  Commissioner Hogenson agreed with waiting to 
make a decision.   He believes that the City is seeking a consensus, which they have yet 
to achieve. 
 
There would be no monetary gain with incorporating Clay Cliffs within the city.   This would 
be a park for everyone in the community.    
 
The resolution was tabled with a 3 to 2 vote.       
 
MOTION NO. 17-92 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following:   

 
Motion was made to table the Resolution Authorizing Annexation and Incorporation of 
Property into the City of Big Rapids.   
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, Rothstein  
Nays:   James, Warba 
The Mayor declared the motion adopted. 
Dated: June 19, 2017    



17 
 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Anderson commented that the Library’s Chicken BBQ benefit is 
Saturday, June 24, 2017 at the Sawmill Saloon.  Dinner starts at 4:00 p.m. 
 
The 2017 AirFest will be Saturday, June 24th at Roben Hood Airport from 7:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m.   
 
The Mayor handed out the City Manager and City Treasurer evaluations to the 
Commission.  He would like them handed back into the City Clerk by July 3rd.     
 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
July 3, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 4 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein that the minutes 
of June 19, 2017 regular meeting be accepted with one correction.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
MAYOR WARBA STATE OF CITY REPORT  
 
Mayor Warba presented his 5th and final State of the City report, as required by City 
Charter, advising the citizens of four goals/issues facing the City that might be achieved 
in the next year.  The four goals/issues were:   
 

• General Fund -  currently the City’s general fund balance is lower than the City 
would like it to be and could affect bond ratings.  There should be an effort and 
emphasis on increasing the general fund balance to a more acceptable level.   

 
• Infrastructure – Upkeep of infrastructure is an important factor in keeping and 

attracting businesses into the City of Big Rapids.  It also encourages people to live 
in the City.  With the help of the State road funding legislation, the City can begin 
to improve the streets and sidewalks.     
 

• Water Plant -  would like to see the plant decommissioned.  After several years of 
hard work, the rewrite of the contracts with Big Rapids and Green Townships for 
capacity at the Wastewater treatment plant may be ready for a vote by fall.   
 

• Encourages the future Commission to continue moving forward on deciding how it 
will deal with medical marijuana, the Ives drain, and Clay Cliffs.         

In Mayor Warba’s ten-year period with the City, he has observed the following: 
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• Wastewater Treatment Plant multi-million-dollar renovation 

 
• Big Rapids Community Library renovation along with dedicated funding from Big 

Rapids Township 
 

• New businesses with new buildings – Isabella Bank on the east side, Hometown 
Pharmacy located on the corner of State and Maple, Panera Bread on S. State 
Street. 
 

• New businesses downtown – Red Fox Market and Serendipity clothing store. 
 

During the Mayor’s tenure, there have been four different treasurers, three Public Safety 
Directors, two City Mangers and two City Clerks.   
 
The Mayor stated that he takes responsibility for the times when the City may have come 
up short in what it has tried to do.  Any successes are because of the hard work and 
dedication of the City staff, City employees, and the residents who volunteer to serve on 
various boards and commissions.  Any accomplishments are also the result of having the 
privilege to serve with other Commissioners who are passionate about the City and the 
people who call Big Rapids home.     
  
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  Mayor Warba presented the Proclamation for Park 
and Recreation Month to Park and Recreation Board member Karen Simmon. 
 

Designation of July as Park and Recreation Month 
 

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs are an integral part of communities 
throughout this country, including the City of Big Rapids; and 
 

WHEREAS, our parks and recreation are vitally important to establishing and 
maintaining the quality of life in our communities, ensuring the health of all citizens, and 
contributing to the economic and environmental well-being of a community and region; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs build healthy, active communities that 
aid in the prevention of chronic disease, provide therapeutic recreation services for those 
who are mentally or physically disabled, and also improve the mental and emotional 
health of all citizens; and  
 

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs increase a community’s economic 
prosperity through increased property values, expansion of the local tax base, increased 
tourism, the attraction and retention of businesses, and crime reduction; and  
 

WHEREAS, parks and recreation areas are fundamental to the environmental well-
being of our community; and  
 



3 
 

WHEREAS, parks and natural recreation areas improve water quality, protect 
groundwater, prevent flooding, improve the quality of the air we breathe, provide 
vegetative buffers to development, and produce habitat for wildlife; and  

 
WHEREAS, our parks and natural recreation areas ensure the ecological beauty 

of our community and provide a place for children and adults to connect with nature and 
recreate outdoors; and  
 

WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives has designated July as Parks and 
Recreation Month; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids recognizes the benefits derived from parks and 
recreation resources. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the City of Big Rapids that July is 
recognized as Park and Recreation Month in the City of Big Rapids. 

 
Proclaimed this 3rd day of July, 2017 

_____________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba 

 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Lead and Copper sampling results – Mark Gifford  
 
The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) now requires sampling of water services 
to determine Lead and Copper levels in the water at 60 sites every 6 months. Previous 
sampling requirements were 30 samples every 3 years.  Sixty-three samples were 
collected and sent to the State lab for testing. 
 
The DEQ sets an Action Level (AL) and a Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) for 
both Lead and Copper.  Of the samples collected, only one exceeded the AL for lead and 
none of the samples exceeded the AL for Copper.  The site that exceeded the AL for lead 
was the State Street Booster Pump located at the State Street Watertower near Subway.  
Staff believes that this is a result of old plumbing and an outdated fixture that is located 
at that site.   
 
These results confirm that the City’s water system is extremely safe and staff will continue 
to take steps to maintain this high level of service to the community.       
 
b.  804 N. State Street – Mark Gifford 
 
DiAnn Godbold, owner of 804 N. State Street, approached the City with an offer to donate 
this property to the City of Big Rapids.  This was the old Mexican restaurant.  Ms. Godbold 
has been trying to sell it but has had no luck in doing so.   
 
Her letter is as follows: 
 
June 30, 2017 
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Dear City of Big Rapids, 
 
I am the owner of property at 804 North State Street, Big Rapids, Michigan.  I am gifting 
this property to the City of Big Rapids.    
Thank you, 
DiAnn Godbold   
 
At the request of the City, the property was inspected by Mecosta County Building 
Inspector Aaron Holsworth and Neighborhood Services Director Mark Sweppenheiser.  
The property is zoned C-3 and the lot size is 120’X150’, (0.413 acres). 
 
There are two additions that have been added to the building over time.  The roof was 
recently replaced but the shingles and flashing were done incorrectly and need 
replacement.  The Awning design along the front of the structure where the shingled roof 
was improperly installed needs to be replaced.  There are six large paned windows in the 
front of the structure that may need replacement.   
 
The interior has been gutted.  The flooring and drop ceiling have been removed.  There 
are exposed studs on non-load bearing interior walls and mechanicals have all been 
removed.  There are several roof leaks.  At least one exterior wall is settling and pulling 
away from another wall. 
 
Eric Williams commented that per IRS rules there must be an appraisal done of the 
property that supports the amount that is being claimed as a contribution.  The IRS also 
has some criteria for a qualifying appraisal.  The State authorizing stature for donations 
dictates how municipalities can accept donations of land for parks and other public 
purposes.  The City should have a public purpose in mind before accepting the land as 
opposed to after they receive it.  Mr. Williams would need to research this further before 
advising the Commission on accepting or denying the offer.    
 
After further discussion, the Commission recommended that 804 N. State be referred to 
the Planning Commission for their review and recommendation.        
  
PUBLIC COMMENT – Rose Mary Jennings commented that she respected Mayor Warba 
on how he treats the young people who come to the Commission meetings.  The kids 
respond well to him.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  None 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-93 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

BLOCK GRANT TO RECEIVE FUNDING TO ACQUIRE SNOW REMOVAL 
EQUIPMENT (BROOM WITH AIR BLAST) – CONSTRUCTION  

FOR ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT   
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WHEREAS, the City has applied for and has been granted a Block Grant from the 

Michigan Department of Transportation for projects at Roben-Hood Airport, and 
 
WHEREAS, per resolution no. 17-26, dated March 6, 2017 the City Commission 

accepted the grant from the Michigan Department of Transportation  for the Phase I - 
Design of a broom with air blast for the Roben Hood airport, and 

 
WHEREAS, MDOT has sent another contract for the construction phase to acquire 

the snow removal equipment (Broom with air blast), and   
 
WHEREAS, the estimated project cost is $173,500.00 whereby $164,825.00 

comes from Federal and State grant monies with a City match of $8,675.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve 

Contract No. 2017-0580, Federal Project No. B-26-0013-2314 for the Federal/State/Local 
Airport Project under the MDOT Block Grant program in the amount of $8,675.00 and 
authorize the Mayor to sign said contract. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the funding for the construction phase to 

acquire snow removal equipment (Broom with air blast) has been approved in the City’s 
Airport Capital Improvement Plan and will be expensed to Account No. 295-249-
967.020(Airport Match). 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: July 3, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-94 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- LIBRARY   
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2017/2018 General Appropriations 
on June 5, 2017 per Resolution No. 17-66, and 

 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby approves the following budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 – Grants 
for Library 

 
 

LIBRARY FUND     
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Account Number Account Description 
Current 
Budget Change 

Amended 
Budget 

271-000-690.013 FREE LIBRARY GRANTS (REV) $0 $2,500 $2,500 
271-790-732.013 FREE LIBRARY SUPPLIES (EXP) $0 $2,500 $2,500 
Grants for little free libraries around the City of Big Rapids     

 
                               

          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the   
FY 2017/2018 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: July 3, 2017        
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-95 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Rory Ruddick appointed to a full term ending May 2020. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: July 3, 2017     
 

The State of Michigan, through Act No. 345 of Public Acts 2016, is now regulating 
the transportation network companies, taxicabs, and certain limousines in the State.  
Effective March 21, 2017 local governments were not to enact or enforce an ordinance 
regulating a limousine carrier, taxicab carrier, limousine driver, taxicab driver, or 
transportation network company.  The City will no longer license the business, the drivers 
or inspect their taxicabs.  The Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) will 
handle all licenses of taxicab businesses, taxicabs, and taxicab drivers.   

 
Commissioner Hogenson commented that there have been two Public Safety 

Directors who have made amendments to the statute that the State is getting rid of with 
convincing arguments for why they needed to be consulted.  Commissioner Hogenson 
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believes that this is another erosion of the City’s responsibilities and now someone at the 
State level will be advocating for the City.   
 

It is time to codify the Big Rapids Code of Ordinance book and the Clerk would like 
this chapter repealed since it can no longer be enforced.     

 
Chris O’Neil, Big Rapids, asked the City Treasurer how this would affect the City 

financially.  Mr. Kuhn stated that it would be less than a $1,000 a year.    
      
ORDINANCE NO. 706-07-17  
 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, adoption 
of the following Ordinance.       

  
 ORDINANCE REPEALING TITLE II, CHAPTER 114 OF 

THE BIG RAPIDS CITY CODE OF ORDINANCE 
TAXICABS 

 
WHEREAS, in 2009 the City of Big Rapids repealed and replaced Chapter 114 of 

Title II in the Big Rapids City Code to update the section pertaining to taxicabs, and  
 

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan per Act No. 345 of Public Acts of 2016, signed 
into law an act to regulate transportation network companies, taxicabs, and certain 
limousines in the State of Michigan, and  

 
WHEREAS, effective March 21, 2017 a local government may not enact or enforce 

an ordinance regulating a limousine carrier, taxicab carrier, limousine driver, taxicab 
driver, or TNC driver, and  

 
WHEREAS, there is no reason to retain Chapter 114 within the Big Rapids City 

Code.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS:   

 
Section 1.  Title II, Chapter 114 of the Big Rapids City Code is repealed. 
 
Section 2.  This ordinance is effective upon publication. 
 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Date:  July 3, 2017 
Published:  July 6, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-96 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 



8 
 

 
RESOLUTION ADJOURNING TO CLOSED SESSION  
TO DISCUSS THE PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF THE  

CITY MANAGER AND CITY TREASURER 
 
 WHEREAS, City Manager Mark Gifford and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn have 
requested a closed session for the discussion of their performance reviews.    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission adjourns to 
closed session for the purpose of discussing the performance review of the City Manager 
and City Treasurer.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: July 3, 2017      
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner Anderson commented on how beautiful the flowers are downtown 
and wished everyone a happy 4th of July.   

 
• Commissioner Hogenson stated that the reason that the State of the City Address 

is in the Charter was because Mayor Burch recommended it to the Charter 
Revision Committee.  He felt proud of what he had done as Mayor and hoped that 
others would be incused with that sense of pride of accomplishment and in taking 
their leadership seriously.  Commissioner Hogenson commented that he has not 
worked under anyone who has taken this role more seriously than Mayor Warba.  
Many of the wonderful things that have happened in Big Rapids are because of 
Mayor Warba’s leadership and Commissioner Hogenson thanked him.   
 

• The 4th of July Parade will be tomorrow at 6:00 p.m. downtown. 
 

• Paving will start on Michigan Avenue on July 17th. 
 
The City Commission came out of closed session at 7:55 p.m.  
 
Commissioner James commented that she would like to have a comprise regarding the 
evaluation of the City Clerk.  She would like to know when Mr. Gifford will be doing Ms. 
Gillis’ evaluation so that the Commission has an opportunity to offer some comments.   
 
Commissioner Anderson commented that it is always difficult to evaluate someone when 
they do not see them on a day to day basis.      
  
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 
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________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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Special City Commission Meeting 
July 10, 2017 

 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the special meeting of the City Commission to order 8:00 
a.m.  
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Attorney Eric Williams; City Manager Mark Gifford 
and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.  
 
Absent:  None  
   
There was no one in the audience. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
The City Commission received a request from Patricia Jarret and George Heartwell from 
the Muskegon River Watershed Assembly (MRWA) for a charitable gaming license.  This 
organization would like to put on an event at the Ed Henning Park in Newaygo on 
September 23, 2017.  They are catching sturgeon before the lamprey kill and then are 
releasing approximately 10-20 sponsored fish on September 23rd.  At this event, they 
would like to raffle off a Kayak as a fundraiser.  Ms. Jarret just found out from the State 
of Michigan that she needed to obtain a charitable gaming license from the local 
government in order to have a raffle.    
 
The reason for this special meeting is because the MRWA would not have enough time 
to obtain their raffle permit from the State of Michigan if they waited for approval at the 
July 17th Commission meeting.  The permit from the State will take at least 6-8 weeks. 
 
The City Commission has approved charitable gaming licenses in the past for several 
different organizations.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-97 

 
LOCAL GOVERNING BODY RESOLUTION 

FOR CHARITABLE GAMING LICENSES 
 

 At a special meeting of the City of Big Rapids Council called to order by Mayor 
Warba on July 10, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. the following resolution was offered: 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Anderson and supported by Commissioner Rothstein 
that the request from the Muskegon River Watershed Assembly of Big Rapids County of 
Mecosta, asking that they be recognized as a non-profit organization operating in the 



2 
 

community for the purpose of obtaining charitable gaming licenses, be considered for 
approval. 
 
 
        APPROVAL             DISAPPROVAL 
 
  Yeas: Anderson, Hogenson, James   Yeas:_____________ 
                                Rothstein, Warba 
                      
  Nays:  None       Nays: _____________ 
 
  Absent: None     Absent: ____________ 
 
  

 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution offered and 
adopted by the City Commission at a special meeting held on July 10, 2017. 
 
 
Signed:____________________ 
 
Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
226 N. Michigan Avenue,  Big Rapids, MI  49307 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
 
There being no further comments to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 8:05 a.m.   
 
 

 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 

 



1 
 

City Commission 
July 17, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 35 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
There was a moment of silence for Roben Hood airport manager Mike Lafferty who 
passed away. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of July 3, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of July 3, 2017 executive session be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes of 
July 10, 2017 special meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – Steve Schroeder, Deputy Director of Public Safety, 
introduced Derek Vincent as the newly hired firefighter and the Clerk administered his 
Oath of Office. 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.   Safety Rings and Call Stations – Heather Bowman  
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Heather Bowman presented a PowerPoint presentation on the City’s emergency call 
towers that are stationed throughout the City.  The City has been maintaining the 
emergency towers since 2012.  Currently, there are six call towers that are stationed at 
Hemlock Park, Riverwalk /behind the Middle School, Northend Park, Hanchett Park, and 
River Street Park.  There was a tower at Swede Hill Park, but it had to be taken out due 
to the construction of the Baldwin Street Bridge.  This tower needs to be re-installed.   
Some of these towers have begun to show inconsistencies and the structures are starting 
to age and are becoming obsolete.   
 
The River Street tower does not work properly due to it flooded the first year it was 
installed.  Ms. Bowman is recommending that this tower be removed and the parts be 
used to fix the tower at Hanchett Park. 
 
The Talk a Phone on the tower is the mechanism that when you press the button it 
connects to the modem and makes the phone call.  When the River Street tower flooded 
and it would not make the phone call, a modem was ordered.  The modem does not work 
with the Talk a Phone that is on the City’s towers, the company was called and notified 
and are working on the issue.  They have been working on this issue for a year and a 
half.   
 
If the City were to replace the Talk a Phones and the modem mechanisms that would 
only be a short-term fix because the structures themselves are starting to age.     
 
On the Hanchett and Swede Hill towers, cables will be affixed through Charter 
Communications in order to have service at these locations.  This service will cost $40.00 
a month for each tower.     
 
Ms. Bowman went to Holland, MI to a company called Code Blue.  The towers from this 
company would be approximately $7,500 – $10,000 each. 
 
Jayna Wekenman from the Jaycees updated the commission on the following projects:   
 

• Life Jacket Drive.  They gave out life jackets at the Community Expo last April.   
• Sammy the Salmon mascot 
• Created coloring pages with safety tips 
• Fundraiser – selling dry bags for cell phones so that people can call on the river in 

case of an emergency. 
• Helping with more signage along the river.      

 
Gary Fitch gave a presentation regarding signage for the river.  He believes that there is 
a serious problem of losing people to the river.  He has seen people tubing and kayaking 
without life jackets on and feels that there is a need to educate people on how dangerous 
the river is.  He has created a couple of signs that he would like to present to the Park 
and Recreation Board for their approval to install them in the parks. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson suggested having signs that say, “Swimming is Prohibited” or 
“Swim at your own Risk” along the river.  Mr. Fitch commented that some signs could be 
made. 
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Mayor Warba commented on the following three items: 
 
1.  The maintenance and or replacement of the emergency towers -  If the towers are to 
continued, what is the cost and how will they be paid for.   
 
2.  Education/signage on the river -  Additional signage   
 
3.  Life Jackets – Although educating and supplying life jackets is a good thing, there is 
no law that requires that kids wear life jackets on or by the river.  The idea of giving out 
free life jackets is great; however, the City cannot require children to wear one.  This 
needs to be put on parental responsibilities. 
 
Commissioner James asked how the call towers were paid for in the beginning.  Ms. 
Bowman stated that the money was raised through fundraising.  There is still $8,231 left 
in the River Safety line item in which the City administers and can use to purchase towers 
or equipment.   
 
Commissioner James asked Mr. Williams what Charter Communication’s responsibility 
was to the City regarding the cables at Swede Hill.  Mr. Williams responded by saying 
that according to the terms of the franchise, the City can require Charter to do certain 
things or they run the risk of having their franchise revoked.  Mr. Williams will make 
contact with Charter Communications to see what progress they are making on this issue.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 p.m. 
 
a.  Mayor Warba opened the public hearing on a Request to Rezone the East Half Block 
of S. Warren Avenue from C-2 To RP at 7:30 p.m.   
 
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience to talk in favor of the 
rezoning.  Jack Frizzell, 218 S. Warren, Tom Sage, Big Rapids, and Carolyn 
Marcinkewciz, Big Rapids all spoke in favor of the rezoning. There were no persons in 
the audience who spoke against the rezoning.   
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:35 p.m. 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
b.  Clay Cliffs – Mark Gifford 
 
The resolution to incorporate Clay Cliffs into the City was tabled in June.  Commissioner 
Hogenson commented that he has spoken to Big Rapids Supervisor Bill Stanek, 
Trustee Carman Bean and Trustee Jerry Everett.  Commissioner Hogenson was 
surprised by the Big Rapids Township’s vote.   
 
Commissioner Anderson would like to see the township reconsider their vote so this 
situation can end on a positive note.   
 
Supervisor Stanek commented that he is in support of incorporating Clay Cliffs into the 
City and does not know why some of the board voted as they did.  He would like a couple 
of people from the City and Township to meet and discuss this topic.  In order for the 
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township to vote on this issue again, one of the people who voted against it would have 
to bring it up again for another vote.  Mr. Stanek will see if he can arrange a meeting.  
     
c.  Surplus Property Code Amendment – Eric Williams 
 
Eric Williams spoke on the proposed code amendments on the sale of City property.  
He would like staff to look at these proposed changes and advise him of any 
suggestions that they may have.  He would like this to be an action item at the August 
21, 2017 Commission meeting.    
    
PUBLIC COMMENT – Rose Mary Jennings commented that she is concerned about the 
birds that have roosted on top of the Bjornson water tower.  She has counted 40 birds 
and does not like the feathers that they are dropping.   Ms. Jennings was also very 
disappointed that no one from the City attended the pool’s cake and ice cream social.   
 
Matt Biolette, Republic, just came to the Commission meeting to say “HI”.   
 
The City Commission took a 5-minute break. 
 
ORDINANCE NO.  707-07-17  

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following ordinance: 
 

 ORDINANCE REZONING THE EAST HALF BLOCK OF 
SOUTH WARREN AVENUE FROM C-2 TO RP 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on a request to 

rezone property in the East half block of South Warren Avenue from C-2 to RP 
Residential-Professional, and voted 3-3 on recommending the rezoning to the City 
Commission, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission ordered another public hearing on the rezoning 

of the East half block of South Warren Avenue from C-2 to RP, and  
 
WHEREAS, the rezoning from C-2 to RP is consistent with the Master Plan and 

would encourage the orderly use and development of the East half block of South Warren 
Avenue, and 

 
WHEREAS, the affected property owners within and around the East half block of 

South Warren Avenue have been given the required notice of the proposed rezoning from 
C-2 to RP. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1. The East half block of South Warren Avenue is rezoned from C-2 to RP 
Residential-Professional. 
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Section 2.  The City zoning map is hereby amended to designate the East half block of 
South Warren Avenue as zoned RP Residential-Professional.  The City staff is directed 
to amend the zoning map. 
 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in The Pioneer. 
 
Section 4.  This Ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  July 17, 2017 
Published:  July 26, 2017 
 
Scott Herron, 421 Green St., professor at FSU, gave a presentation on the benefits of 
raising and caring for chickens in the City.  He raises chickens in order to educate his 
children on the importance of respecting animals and how they are important as part of 
the food chain.  He also teaches his children how to grow fruits and vegetables.  Mr. 
Herron commented that chickens eat Japanese Beatles and ticks and make very good 
manure.     
 
Mayor Warba commented that he was concerned about residents being compliant, 
wondered if they would be able to seek a variance and asked who would be monitoring 
how many chickens they had.   Mr. Sweppenheiser stated that he would follow up on any 
complaints. 
 
Mr. Williams suggested a change to the ordinance.  Section 4, 91.03 (1) should read as 
follows:  
  

1) in a fully enclosed area within the back yard, set 10 feet back from the 
boundary and 40 feet from neighboring residences, with a coop no larger 
than 200 square feet suitable for roosting that is kept clean 

 
ORDINANCE NO.  708-07-17  

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following ordinance: 

 
 ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9 CHAPTER 91 SECTION 91.02 ANIMALS 
PROHIBITED, ADOPTING SECTION 91.03 CHICKENS PERMITTED, AND 

REPEALING SECTION 91.04 COLORING BIRDS PROHIBITED 
 

WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was held before the Planning Commission on 
allowing chickens to be kept within the City under specified terms and conditions, and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission accepted the Planning Commission’s 

recommendation to amend to allow chickens within the City under terms and conditions 
specified in the City Code,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
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Section 1.  Section 91.02 is amended by adding the words “except chickens” to read as 
follows.  
 

91.02 ANIMALS PROHIBITED; EXCEPTIONS. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any animal or fowl except 
chickens within 500 feet of any dwelling, street, alley or public place; permit 
any animal or any fowl owned by him or in his possession or control to run 
at large in any street, alley or public place, or upon the premises of another 
without express permission of the owner or occupant thereof, except such 
animals as are commonly kept or housed as household pets. 

 
Section 2.   Section 91.04, which prohibits the coloring and sale of birds, is repealed. 
 
Section 3. Section 91.03 prohibits the willful injury of birds and their eggs, and is 
renumbered as Section 91.04, which remains in full force and effect. 
 
 91.04 DISTURBING BIRDS. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully injure, molest, or disturb in any 
way any birds or the nest, eggs, young or brood of any such birds, except 
that this provision shall not apply to any birds declared by any law or this 
code to be “pests.” 

 
Section 4.  A new Section 91.03 captioned CHICKENS PERMITTED is adopted. 
 

91.03 CHICKENS PERMITTED. 
 

Up to 3 chickens may be kept per single family residential parcel of land 
under the following conditions and limitations:  
 
2) in a fully enclosed area within the back yard, set 10 feet back from the 

boundary and 40 feet from neighboring residences, with a coop no larger 
than 200 square feet suitable for roosting that is kept clean 

 
3) roosters are prohibited 
 
4) no slaughter of chickens on site 
 
5) the owner of the chickens must be a resident of the property where the 

chickens are kept 
 
5) with a two-year temporary permit issued by the City and a fee of $25.00. 

 
Section 4.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in The Pioneer. 
Section 5.  This Ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein 
Nays:  Warba 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  July 17, 2017 
Published:  July 26, 2017 

    
RESOLUTION NO.  17-98 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- 2017/2018 CARRY FORWARDS  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2017/2018 General Appropriations 
on June 5, 2017 per Resolution No. 17-66, and 

 
WHEREAS, there are a number of items from fiscal year 2016-2017 that need to 

be carried forward into this fiscal year 2017/2018. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the attached budget adjustments to carry forward to the 2017/2018 
budget.                          
                              
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2017/2018 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:   None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  July 17, 2017  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-99 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING OFFICER DELEGATE TO ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

MICHIGAN EMPLOYEE’S RETIREMENT SYSTEM ANNUAL MEETING 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that Aaron Kuhn be appointed as Officer Delegate to the 
Annual Meeting of the Michigan Municipal Employee’s Retirement System to be held on 
September 21-22, 2017, in Detroit, Michigan.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:   None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  July 17, 2017  
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-100 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ELECTING THE MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE WORKERS’ 
COMPENSATION FUND BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 
 WHEREAS, the Michigan Municipal League Liability Workers’ Compensation Fund 
has a Board of Directors which is elected by participating members, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vote for the members must be done by the governing body, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the ballot consists of five names, Incumbent members 
Councilmember Lois Allen-Richardson, City of Ypsilanti, Mayor Maureen Donker, City of 
Midland, Mayor Deb Doyle, City of Durand, City Manager Scott Erickson, City of 
Ironwood, and City Manager John Shay, City of Ludington.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission recommends 
that the ballot be completed by voting for these five individuals and authorize the City 
Clerk to sign and submit. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:   None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  July 17, 2017  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 709-07-17  
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following ordinance: 

 
ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9 CHAPTER 94 BY ADDING FOUR SECTIONS 

 OF CITY CODE REQUIRING THE CITY’S CONSENT AND A PERMIT 
 FOR WORK AND INSTALLATION OF FACILITIES IN THE  

STREETS, ALLEYS, PUBLIC PLACES AND  
PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 

 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Constitution provides that no person or corporation 

operating a public utility shall have the right to use the highways, streets, alleys or other 
public places of any county, township, city or village for utility facilities without the consent 
of the City, and this legal principle should be stated plainly in the City Code, and  

 
WHEREAS, Section 7.9(a) of the City Charter provides that the City Commission 

is authorized to exercise its power to license, prohibit, and regulate the use of its 
sidewalks, streets, and all structures and excavations within and under them, and this 
legal principle should be stated plainly in the City Code, and 

 



9 
 

WHEREAS, Chapter 94 should include a provision that a permit from the City and 
“as built” diagrams are required for any use, installation, or construction in the City streets, 
alleys, highways, public places or right of way, and 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 94 should include a provision authorizing the City to issue a 

revocable license or permit for installing or constructing facilities in the public right of way, 
and prohibiting the granting of an easement within the public right of way, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Sections 94.01A, 94.01B, 94.01C, and 94.01D are hereby adopted in 
Chapter 94 of the City Code. 
 

94.01A   No person, public utility, business, or association, public or private, 
shall have the right to use the City streets, alleys, highways, public places, 
or right of way for wires, poles, pipes, tracks, conduits, antennae or other 
utility facilities without the consent of the City, or to transact business therein 
without first obtaining a franchise from the City.  
 
94.01B   Every public utility franchise shall be subject to the right of the City 
to use, control, and regulate the use of its streets, alleys, bridges, and public 
places and the space above and beneath them.  Every public utility shall 
pay such part of the cost of improving or maintaining streets, alleys, bridges 
and public places as shall arise from its use thereof, and shall protect and 
hold the City harmless from all damages arising from said use.  The City 
may require every franchise to permit joint use of its property and 
appurtenances located in the streets, alleys and public places by the City 
and by other utilities insofar as such joint use may be reasonably 
practicable.  The City Commission shall arbitrate the terms and conditions 
of joint use and the compensation to be paid.  The City Commission’s 
decision shall be final. 
 
94.01C  No person, public utility, business or association, public or private, 
shall use, install or construct any wire, pole, pipe, track, conduit, antenna, 
or other utility facility in the City streets, alleys, highways, public places or 
right of way without first obtaining a permit from the City that describes the 
use, work, and facility and requires an “as built” blueprint or diagram to be 
filed with the City.  
 
94.01D  No easement shall be granted by the City for the placement or 
installation of any wire, pole, pipe, track, conduit, antenna or other facility in 
the City streets, alleys, highways, public places or right of way, but the City 
may grant a revocable license or permit for such purposes. 
 

 
Section 2.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in The Pioneer. 
Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  July 17, 2017 
Published:  July 26, 2017 

    
RESOLUTION NO. 17-101 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK FOR 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR A PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM 

ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), pursuant 
to the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act, 1976 PA 399, requires municipalities with 
publicly owned water systems serving populations greater than 1,000 to prepare and 
submit as Asset Management Plan by January 1, 2018, and   
 

WHEREAS, the City has retained Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to 
provide engineering services, with the adoption of Resolution No. 15-52 dated June 1, 
2015, and 
  
 WHEREAS, this plan will inventory and assess the water system, report the level 
of service, score/rank each asset and develop an appropriate plan for each asset, and  
 

WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. has submitted a proposal 
outlining the engineering tasks and services they will provide in the amount of $19,200.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 

the proposal of Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to provide engineering services 
to inventory and assess the water system, report the level of service, score/rank each 
asset and develop an appropriate plan for each asset and the cost be expensed from 
Account Number 591-560-802.048.   

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:   None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  July 17, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-102 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK FOR 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR HEMLOCK PARK MITCHELL 

CREEK SANITARY SEWER CROSSING REPLACEMENT 
 



11 
 

 WHEREAS, the City has retained Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to 
provide engineering services, with the adoption of Resolution No. 15-52 dated June 1, 
2015, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City desires professional services to assist in the design, bidding 
and soil borings phase to replace the Hemlock Park, Mitchell Creek sanitary sewer, and 

 
WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. has submitted a proposal 

outlining the engineering tasks and services they will provide in the amount of $25,100.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the proposal of Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to provide engineering services 
for the design, bidding and soil borings phase in the amount of $25,100 for Hemlock Park, 
Mitchell Creek sanitary sewer replacement and the cost be expensed from Account 
Number 598-561-967.031.   

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:   None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  July 17, 2017  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-103 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Mark Sochocki re-appointed to a full term ending August 2021 
 
Bob Patterson re-appointed to a full term ending August 2021 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:   None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  July 17, 2017  
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Hogenson commented on the Manager’s Newsletter dated August 14th 
regarding the use of border collies to deter the geese in City parks.  He believes that this 
is a good idea.   
 
Mayor Warba stated that the User Charge contract is close to being finalized.   
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There was discussion regarding the passing of Mike Lafferty, Roben Hood airport 
manager.  The contract with Colt Aviation ends October 31, 2017.  Mr. Gifford will be 
talking to Colt to see if they will stay until October 31st.  Mr. Lafferty was a good 
ambassador for the airport and will be missed.   
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
August 7, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 13 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  - There were three contracts related to the installation 
of the perimeter fence at the Roben Hood Airport added to the agenda. 
 
State Representative, Michele Hoitenga introduced herself to the Commission.  Ms. 
Hoitenga has been assigned to the Community and Technology Committee.  She is 
currently working on standard broadband in rural areas.  Mayor Warba commented about 
how legislation has taken control away from local government on taxi cabs, liquor licenses 
and now short-term rentals.  Ms. Hoitenga agreed that too much control has been taken 
away from municipalities.          
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of July 17, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a    City Commission Appointment – Eric Williams/Tamyra Gillis  
 
The City has an election in November 2017 that may leave one City Commission seat 
vacant.  If that happens, the City Commission will need to appoint someone as City 
Commissioner within 45 days after the vacancy occurs.     
 
There is no legal mandate for the selection process that the City Commission must follow 
in appointing someone to a vacant seat.  A qualified candidate must be a registered 
elector in the City and resident of the City for at least one year prior to the time of his or 
her appointment.    
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The Commission may want to advertise the vacancy and request that applications or 
and interest indicator be filled out and submitted to the City Clerk. 
 
Ms. Gillis gave the following proposed time line: 
 

• Advertise in the local newspaper, City website and Facebook site asking interested 
residents to fill out an interest indicator and return to the City Clerk.  November 10 
– 22, 2017 

• Commission to review all interest indicators and pick out interested resident. 
November 27 – December 4, 2017 

• City Clerk prepares resolution appointing new City Commissioner. December 18, 
2017 

 
Commissioner Rothstein suggested offering it to the candidate who did not get elected 
due to all of the time, expense, and effort that is spent on a campaign.  After further 
discussion, it was decided that some process should be decided before the November 
election.  If the new Commission does not like the process, they can alter it if they choose 
to.                   
 
b.  Clay Cliffs –  Mark Gifford 
 
Mr. Gifford asked Commissioner Hogenson for an update on Clay Cliffs.  Commissioner 
Hogenson stated that he and Commissioner Anderson met with Trustee Bean and are 
preparing responses to questions that Trustee Bean had.  Commissioner Hogenson 
stated that there is a meeting set up with Trustee Currie and Williams on August 21st to 
discuss Clay Cliffs.   Both Commissioner Hogenson and Anderson are trying to resolve 
any concerns that may have led to the “NO” vote that was put into place by the Big Rapids 
Township Board.   
 
c.  Waste Water Contract and Definitions – Mark Warba 
 
The Clerk has placed the Waste Water Contract and Definitions into the dropbox for 
Commission review.  The Commission was asked to review this contract and definitions 
for the September 5th meeting with a possible action item in October.     
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Brandon Fountain introduced himself as the City’s reporter.  He 
will be taking over for Megan Haas.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING – None 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-104 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING CITY ASSESSOR TO PREPARE 
AMENDED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL NO. 17-521 

FOR 2016/2017 SIDEWALK PROGRAM 
AND SETTING OF PUBLIC HEARING 
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 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved the 2016-2017 Sidewalk Improvement 
Project Special Assessment Roll No. 17-521 on April 3, 2017, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the actual costs incurred by the City differ from the original estimates 
and the actual footages installed are different for some of the parcels than the original 
estimates, requiring an amendment to reflect the actual square footage of construction 
and the actual unit costs expended. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby directs 
the City Assessor or his/her designate to prepare an Amended Special Assessment Roll 
No. 17-521 to reflect actual square footages and unit costs. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby sets a public 
hearing on Monday, August 21, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Commission Meeting Room of 
City Hall to consider any objections to said amended roll. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the property owners be notified of said public 
hearing. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-105 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of the 
following Resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION DIRECTING STAFF TO PREPARE PLATS, ESTIMATES AND 
DIAGRAMS AND TO ESTABLISH A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ALLEY 

IMPROVEMENTS PARTIALLY FUNDED THROUGH SPECIAL ASSESSMENT  
OF ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS -  400 BLOCK BETWEEN 

 S. STEWART AND IVES AVENUE 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids is in receipt of a petition 
signed by the majority of the property owners and has determined that alley improvements of 
the alley that is identified as the 400 Block Between S. Stewart and Ives Avenue be initiated 
by Special Assessment and therefore; 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the expenses for the project therefore shall be paid 
on a cost sharing basis by each property owner benefited thereby and by the City of Big 
Rapids in the following apportionments: 
 

Work relating to paving sections of alley not currently improved shall be paid at 50% 
by the owner of the property benefiting from the improvement and 50% by the City. 

 
Project cost as stipulated in Subsection 35.04 COST OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, 
Chapter 35: Public Improvements: Special Assessments, ordained by the City of Big 
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Rapids, shall be paid according to a pro rata share based on the improvements made 
adjacent to the property and cost associated with the alley improvements. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that payment shall be levied in the manner following: 

 
Full payment during a three (3) year term payable in three equal 
annual installments with interest at the rate of three (3%) percent 
per annum on all unpaid sums with no interest charged until after 
the first installment of the special assessment. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said special assessment shall be upon each 

lot, premise and parcel of land abutting the public improvement on or next to the attached list 
of properties according to lineal foot of road frontage according to platted dimensions along 
the improvement.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City staff shall have prepared estimates, plats and 
diagrams and that the estimates, plats and diagrams be filed with the City Clerk for public 
examination and the City Clerk shall publicize this public improvement in the Pioneer Press; 
and that the City Commission will meet on August 21, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Commission Chambers to consider any objections.   

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
Commissioner Hogenson thanked Mark and Jodie Speas for their hard work and effort in 
organizing this alley paving project.  All of the property owners were in favor of the paving 
project, but a few requested the special assessment due to the cost.  An assessment 
would fit better into their budgets.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-106 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR LINING OF  

SANITARY SEWER MAINS 
 

WHEREAS, the City contracts for lining of its sanitary and storm sewer lines, and 
 
  WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for said services, whereby three bids were 
received, and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the staff’s recommendation that the bid of Inland Water Pollution 

Control Inc. (IWPC), Detroit MI, be accepted as the best bid for a contract period of three 
years (July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2020) with the option of two one-year extensions. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Inland Water Pollution 
Control Inc. for lining of sanitary sewer mains be accepted for a period of three years (July 
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1, 2017 through June 30, 2020) with the option of two one-year extensions and that the 
cost be expensed to 598-561-967.068. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor be authorized to sign said 

agreement. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
The Mayor suggested in the future sending any warranties for vehicles to Mr. Williams 
for review.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-107 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID FOR A 2017  

1 TON DUALLY 4X4 PICKUP TRUCK WITH PLOW AND DUMP BED 
 FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works maintains a fleet of vehicles to meet 
the needs of various City Departments, and  

  
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of a 2017, 1 Ton Dually 4X4 
pickup truck with plow and dump bed, and 
 
 WHEREAS, four bids were received with staff recommending that the low and best 
bid of Berger Chevrolet, Grand Rapids MI, be accepted for one 2017 1 Ton Dually 4X4 
pickup truck with plow and dump bed in the amount of $42,577.00, which includes a 5 
yr./100,000 warranty. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Berger Chevrolet be 
accepted in the total amount of $42,577.00 for a 2017 1 Ton Dually 4X4 pickup truck with 
plow and dump bed.   
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account Number 
661-444-981.936.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-108 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGES TO 
FLEIS AND VANDENBRINK CONTRACT 

 
WHEREAS,  per resolution 15-52, dated June 1, 2015, the City contracted with 

Fleis and VandenBrink for general engineering services, and 
 

WHEREAS, that contract includes a provision for rate increases based on the 
Consumer Price Index-Urban CPI-U, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has received a letter requesting an increase beginning August 

1, 2017 of 1.6% of the rates originally set in the June 2015 contract.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize the 

rate increase of 1.6% based on the Consumer Price Index-Urban CPI-U for Fleis and 
VandenBrink.   

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-109 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FLEIS & VANDENBRINK TO REVISE AND UPDATE 

THE RESPONSE ACTIVITY PLAN FOR THE HANCHETT PROPERTY 
 

 WHEREAS, the City purchased the Hanchett Manufacturing Site to assist with the 
Baldwin Street roadway and bridge improvements, and 
 
 WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 17-63, Dated May 15, 2017, the City Commission 
approved Fleis & VandenBrink to update the Hanchett Site Subsurface Investigation & 
Response Activity Plan, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fleis & VandenBrink submitted this plan to the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), whereby the MDEQ is requiring the Response Activity 
Plan be expanded to include the entire property, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fleis & VandenBrink has submitted a proposal to revise and update 
the Hanchett Site Subsurface Investigation & Response Activity Plan to include the entire 
property in the amount of $19,900. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approval the 
proposal from Fleis and VandenBrink to sample the soil and groundwater for the entire 
site and analyze them for contaminants and update the Response Activity Plan in the 
amount of $19,900 and expense this cost to account No. 101-101-967.953.  
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
Commissioner James asked Mr. Kuhn to change the credit card policy as follows: 
 
Page 1, paragraph six, last sentence, If an employee fails to produce receipts on 
multiple occasions, their credit card privileges may will be revoked.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-110 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING REVISION TO THE CITY’S 
CURRENT CREDIT CARD POLICY 

 
 WHEREAS, to comply with House Bill 5019 (use of credit cards by City employees 
for municipal purchases), all cities were asked to adopt a credit card policy, whereby the 
City adopted resolution 96-14, dated January 22, 1996, and  
 
 WHEREAS, in order for the City to participate in this type of program, the credit 
card policy needs to be updated from time to time, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this policy lacked the provision it takes to reconcile the City’s credit 
card statement pertaining to credit card receipts from employees. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
attached updated credit card policy.  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
Commissioner Anderson stated that she has had a couple of people express that they 
did not like to pay the fee for using their credit card.  Mr. Kuhn stated that the City had a 
choice of absorbing the fee or passing it on to the customer.  They chose the latter.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-111 

 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of the 
following resolution.   
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AGREEMENT WITH POINT AND PAY LLC 
FOR E-PAYMENT CREDIT CARD SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 13-110, dated September 3, 2013, the City has 

been using Point and Pay, LLC to accept credit card payments, and  
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WHEREAS, the City has been very happy with Point and Pay and would like to 
enter into another agreement for a three-year term with automatic one year renewals.  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission accept the third-

party agreement with Point and Pay LLC for e-payment credit card services for a three-
year term with automatic one year renewals and authorize the Mayor to sign said attached 
agreement.    

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
The Police and Fire unions expressed dissatisfaction with representation and poor 
investment performance on their Defined Contribution Pension Plan 457 Plan and 
desired local representation as a convenience for meeting with financial advisors. The 
City solicited Requests for Proposal and received eleven responses.  
 
The Act 345 Board met and reviewed eleven responses that were received and 
interviewed four finalists.  The Board recommended Lerner Financial as the Third Party 
Administrator of the Police and Firemen’s Act 345 Defined Contribution Pension and 457 
Plans at the May 12, 2017 meeting.  
 
Upon receiving additional information from Commissioner James, the Act 345 Board met 
again on August 1, 2017 to review the information.  After reviewing the additional 
information, the Act 345 Board recommended Lerner Financial.   
 
Mayor Warba commented that on the bottom of the first spreadsheet, it states that the 
difference in .0002 fee between Lerner and Tacia amounts to about $9,000.  This amount 
should read $900.00    
 
Mr. Tom Tacia, Tacia Wealth Management, 221 Maple, expressed his concern about the 
underlying mutual fund companies not being researched enough.  He believes that the 
Act 345 Board should meet for the purpose of researching the companies more 
thoroughly.  He believes that not enough focus was put toward Mass Mutual.   
 
Commissioner James asked Mr. Kuhn if the board researched Mass Mutual.  Mr. Kuhn 
stated that the Act 345 Board did discuss Mass Mutual along with other underlying 
companies.   
 
Brad Fath, Lerner Financial, Big Rapids, stated that the fees would be reduced after 5 
million with the company they use, Mr. Tacia did not know if Mass Mutual’s fees would go 
down after a certain point. 
 
There was other discussion relating to fees, plans, and the experience of the companies 
that offer these types of plans. 
 
Mayor Warba would like to see an agreement drawn up with a review of the financial 
company annually by the Act 345 Board and Mr. Kuhn.       
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Commissioner Anderson commented that the Act 345 Board met twice and looked at all 
of the information and recommended Lerner Financial.  She agrees that this should be 
looked at annually.    
 
There is a vacancy on the Act 345 Board and Commissioner James would like Mr. Kuhn 
to try to find a replacement that has an accounting background.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-112 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING LERNER FINANCIAL AS THE ACT 345  
THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION 

 PENSION PLAN AND 457 PLAN OF THE ACT 345 POLICE AND  
FIREMEN’S RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

 
 WHEREAS, the City has an Act 345 Police and Fire Retirement Board which 
consists of an employee from the Police Division, Fire Division, City Treasurer, and two 
residents of the City, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited proposals for Third Party Administrator services and 
whereby 11 proposals were received, and 
 
 WHEREAS, four firms were selected and interviewed, whereby the Act 345 Board 
unanimously recommended that Lerner Financial be selected as the Act 345 Third Party 
Administrator for the Defined Contribution Pension Plan and 457 Plan of the Act 345 
Police and Firemen’s Retirement System. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 
recommendation of the Act 345 Police and Fire Retirement Board to utilize Lerner 
Financial as the Third Party Administrator for the Defined Contribution Pension Plan and 
457 Plan of the Act 345 Police and Firemen’s Retirement System.  
  
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   James   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
The resolution to accept the property located at 804 N. State Street was presented to the 
Commission; however, it did not receive support.    
 
According to statute MCL 123.871(1) a city may receive any gift of real or personal 
property for public parks, grounds, cemeteries, public building, or other public purposes.  
The Park and Recreation Board found no public purpose for this property, but did 
recommend accepting the property with the intention of selling it.  Mr. Williams stated that 
the statute does not allow for a municipality to do this. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-113 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION TO DEMOLISH THE OLD 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/CONVENTION & VISITOR’S BUREAU BUILDING  

LOCATED AT 246 N. STATE STREET  
 

WHEREAS, the Chamber of Commerce/Convention & Visitor’s Bureau has 
relocated and has left their pervious location of 246 N. State Street vacant, and 

 
WHEREAS, per the lease agreement with the City, if the Chamber of 

Commerce/Convention & Visitor’s Bureau ceases to use the leased premises for the 
purposes specified in the lease, then the lease shall terminate and the building 
constructed shall become part of the land and be the property of the City, and 

 
WHEREAS, at the Park and Recreation Board meeting of June 8, 2017, the Board 

recommended the demolition and removal of the old Chamber of Commerce/Convention 
& Visitor’s Bureau located at 246 N. State Street and at its July 19, 2017 meeting, the 
Planning Commission held a Public Hearing and also recommended the demolition of 
said building.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accepts the 

Park and Recreation and the Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve the 
demolition and removal of the old Chamber of Commerce/Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 
building located at 246 N. State Street. 

.    
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-114 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ZONING 
ENABLING ACT THAT WOULD ELIMINATE THE ABILITY OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT TO REGULATE THE SHORT-TERM RENTAL OF 
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 

 
WHEREAS, House Bill 4503 and Senate Bill 329 would require all short-term 

rentals be treated as a permitted, residential use in any residential zone regardless of 
local zoning regulations, and 
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WHEREAS, this legislation prohibits local zoning of short-term rental properties, 
thus forbidding local governments to regulate such properties to protect the health and 
welfare of residents, visitors, and businesses, and 

 
WHEREAS, this legislation would allow any landlord to simply adjust the terms of 

a lease agreement to be a reoccurring 28-day lease to qualify as a short-term rental and 
not adhere to a municipality’s existing non-owner occupied rental requirements since a 
short-term rental cannot be subject to any procedure different from those required for 
other dwellings in the same zone, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is a university city with many student rentals 

making it imperative to regulate short and long-term rentals and their activities to ensure 
quality of life for its residents, and 

 
WHEREAS, Michigan House Bill 4503 and Senate Bill 329 are vague and overly 

broad and will impair local governments’ ability to effectively address neighborhood 
property maintenance issues. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Big Rapids opposes House 

Bill 4503 and Senate Bill 329 and urges its representatives to do the same to protect our 
local communities. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
ORDINANCE NO. 710-08-17  
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

ORDINANCE ADOPTING UPDATED ZONING MAP  
 
 WHEREAS, per Ordinance No. 707-07-17, dated July 17, 2017, the City 
Commission voted to rezone the east half block of S. Warren Avenue from C-2 to RP, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the zoning map of the City needs to be updated to reflect this change.   
 
 THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1. The City Commission approves and adopts the updated Zoning Map, a copy 
which is attached and shall be available for inspection at the City Clerk’s Office.  
 
Section 2: This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication. 
 
Section 3. The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
Published:  August 10, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-115 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 
 
Brandy Hurst appointed to an unexpired term ending May 2018. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Joshua Foor appointed as an alternate to a full term ending May 2019. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-116 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

BLOCK GRANT TO RECEIVE FUNDING FOR THE AIRPORT PERIMETER FENCE 
PHASE I – CONSTRUCTION – FEDERAL PROJECT NO. B-26-0013-2415  

MDOT CONTRACT NO. 2017-0654 FOR ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT   
  

WHEREAS, the City has applied for and has been granted a Block Grant from the 
Michigan Department of Transportation for projects at Roben-Hood Airport, and 

 
WHEREAS, per resolution no. 17-26, dated March 6, 2017 the City Commission 

accepted the grant from the Michigan Department of Transportation  for the Phase I - 
Design of the perimeter fence for the Roben Hood airport, and 

 
WHEREAS, MDOT has sent the mail sponsor contract for the construction phase 

of the perimeter fence, and   
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WHEREAS, the estimated project cost is $183,000.00 ($164,700 Federal 
$9,150.00 State and City match of $9,150.00). 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve 

Federal Project No. B-26-0013-2415 MDOT Contract No. 2017-0654 for the 
Federal/State/Local Airport Project under the MDOT Block Grant program in the amount 
of $9,150.00 and authorize the Mayor to sign said contract. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the funding for the construction phase for the 

perimeter fence has been approved in the City’s Airport Capital Improvement Plan and 
will be expensed to Account No. 295-249-967.020(Airport Match). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-117 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING MEAD AND HUNT TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION FOR THE AIRPORT 

PERIMETER FENCE PHASE I – PROJECT NO. B-26-0013-2415, 
MEAD & HUNT PROJECT NO. 3201800-161832.02  

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission per Resolution No. 16-112, dated October 17, 

2017 approved the Perimeter Fence Phase I - Design for the Roben Hood airport, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires to engage Mead and Hunt to perform professional 

engineering services for the Airport Perimeter Fence Phase I project at Roben Hood 
Airport, and 

 
WHEREAS, the cost of the Construction Administration from Mead & Hunt for this 

project is instilled in the Michigan Department of Transportation Sponsor Contract No. B-
26-0013-2415.        
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
contract with Mead and Hunt for the Airport Perimeter Fence Phase I - Construction 
Administration and authorize the Mayor to sign said contract.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost of the City’s share is outlined in the 
MDOT’s Sponsor Contract No. B-26-0013-2415 and is to be expensed to Account No. 
295-249-967.020 (Airport match).   

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
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RESOLUTION NO.  17-118 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR ROBEN HOOD 
AIRPORT PERIMETER FENCE PHASE I – CONSTRUCTION 

 PROJECT NO. B-26-0013-2415 TO D-K FENCE COMPANY, INC. 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission per Resolution No. 16-112, dated October 17, 
2017 approved the Perimeter Fence Phase I - Design for the Roben Hood airport, and 

 
 WHEREAS, bids were reviewed by Mead and Hunt, and by the State of Michigan 
(Michigan Department of Transportation), and 
 

WHEREAS, MDOT has specific requirements in their bidding process, which 
resulted in the bid of D-K Fence Company, Inc being accepted by MDOT to tear down old 
fencing and install Phase I of the fencing project at Roben Hood Airport, and  

 
WHEREAS, the cost of this project is instilled in the Michigan Department of 

Transportation Sponsor Contract No. B-26-0013-2415.        
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept 
the bid of D-K Fence Company Inc. and the cost of the City’s share, which is outlined in 
the MDOT’s Sponsor Contract No. B-26-0013-2415 be expensed to Account No. 295-
249-967.020 (Airport match).  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this contract is contingent upon review and 
approval of the City attorney and the Mayor is authorized to sign any and all documents 
to implement this fencing project.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 7, 2017     
 
 UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner James commented on how nice the grass looks mowed at the old 
Hanchett site.  She asked if there was any way that a DPW worker could weed 
whip the weeds.   

 
• Mayor Warba commented that the pool report had some conflicting dates as to 

when it was going to open and close in 2018.  He would like clarification on this.  
Mayor Warba asked about the pool fundraising ideas that were brought to the 
Commission last year.  He would like staff to review them to see if the pool could 
produce more revenue. 
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• Commissioner Hogenson is looking for old pictures of the entrance to Highland 
View Cemetery.  There used to be an arch going into the cemetery, he would like 
to see a picture of it. 
 

• There is some legislature in the Senate that would extend the authority of local 
government to regulate when fireworks could be used.  
 

• Eric Williams will be doing a presentation in Mt. Pleasant on August 15th on Medical 
Marijuana.  This is the same presentation that he did at the joint City/Township 
meeting in May.  The Mayor would like to see the Commission take up this issue 
and address it before November.  
 

• Ferris is hosting a welcome back reception for faculty on August 16th from 5-7 p.m. 
He is looking for a guest to go with. 
 

There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
August 21, 2017 

 
Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 18 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes of 
August 7, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
PARK & RECREATION, LIBRARY, POOL BILLS AND QUARTERLY INVESTMENT 
REPORT – Aaron Kuhn 
 
Mr. Aaron Kuhn, City Treasurer, presented the Park & Recreation, Library, Pool Financial 
Statements and Quarterly Investment reports.  Some of the highlights included:  
 

• Library Quarterly Budget to Actuals - The total revenues for the quarter ending 
June 30, 2017 were $58,644 and the total expenses for the quarter were $122,818.  
It should be noted that a penal fine receivable was still outstanding at the date of 
publication. Payments range anywhere from $55,000-$60,000. 

 
• Community Pool Quarterly Budget to Actuals - The total revenues for the quarter 

were $61,112 and the total expenses for the quarter were $52,559.  
 

• Park and Recreation Budget Quarterly to Actuals - The total revenues for the 
quarter were $12,621, total expenditures for the quarter were $124,290 which 
$106,632 went toward park facilities and $17,658 went for recreation.   

 
• Airport – If the airport were to be City run with City employees it could save the 

General Fund in excess of $90,000.  The General Fund subsidy over the last five 
years has ranged from $150,000 to $245,000. 
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• Bond Redemption - In 2006, the City issued a refunding bond in the amount of 

$2,635,000 to consolidate two outstanding bond issues and realize cost savings 
through better interest rates.  During this year’s budget preparation process, it was 

discovered that there was excess funding available in the Water Debt Service 
Fund.  After consulting with the City’s bond counsel, it was determined that this 

money could be utilized to pay the outstanding debt service on the aforementioned 
bond issue.  As of June 30, 2017, the cash balance in the Water Debt Service 
Fund totaled $460,137.  During the current fiscal year, an additional $222,400 will 
be transferred from the Water Operating Fund to cover annual debt service costs.  
This amount plus reserves is sufficient to cover the payoff of the bonds which is 
$632,663.  Early redemption of the bonds would save the City two years of interest 
costs and paying agent fees totaling $27,900 
 

Investment Report –  
 
Total investments as of June 30, 2017 were $5,426,750 with money market accounts and 
certificates of deposit making up the bulk of the portfolio at nearly 75%.   
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Airport Update 
 
Mark Gifford presented the Commission with two options that could be considered 
regarding the future operations of the airport. 
 
1.  City run airport – All personnel at the airport would be City employees.  Steve 
Schroeder has a background and passion in aviation and with some adjustments to his 
responsibilities at the public safety department, along with hiring of some additional City 
staff, the City could operate the airport internally.  If Mr. Schroeder were to be promoted 
to part-time manager of the airport, a sergeant would be promoted to lieutenant who would 
take over some of Steve’s administrative duties.  The promoting of a sergeant to the rank 
of lieutenant would not create the need to hire another police officer.    
 
2.  Fixed Base Operator – The City could advertise for Fixed Based Operator proposals.  
The current contract with Colt Aviation is soon to expire on October 31, 2017.   
 
Aaron Kuhn gave a five-year financial analysis of the airport. 
 
Commissioner James asked if the City would still have to contribute $46,000 to the airport 
even though there would be a $96,391.36 savings if the airport were run with City 
employees.  Mr. Kuhn stated yes, the City would need to contribute $46,000.     
 
The Mayor would like the Airport Informal Advisory Council to weigh in on this matter and,  
if possible, the customers that currently utilize the airport services.    
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b.  Mayor/Commissioner Appointments 
 
Mark Gifford gave the process for appointing a City Commissioner.  The City Clerk 
could do the following: 
 
1.  Post interest indicator forms on the City website, and send them to all current board 
members.   
 
2.  Advertise in the newspaper and on social media that interest indicator forms are 
available to qualified City residents.  
 
3.  If the vacancy is created through an election, any Mayor or Commission candidates 
that are not elected can be considered. 
 
Forms will be due to the City Clerk 10 business days after posting.  After review of the 
applicants, five questions will be required to be answered in writing and sent back to the 
City Manager.  After all responses are received, the Commission can discuss the 
appointment(s) at the next regularly scheduled Commission meeting.  
 
If the Commission is unable to reach consensus on an appointment, the Commission can 
nominate individuals.  The Commission must complete the appointment process within 
45 days of the vacancy being created per Section 4.4 of the Charter. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 p.m. 
 
a.  Mayor Warba opened the public hearing to review the Amended Special Assessment 
Roll No. 17-521 for the 2016-2017 Sidewalk Improvement Project at 7:01 p.m.   
 
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience.  There were no persons in 
the audience who spoke for or against the amended roll.   
 
b. Mayor Warba opened the public hearing to consider objections to the Special 
Assessment for Alley Improvements for Block 37 of the Original Plat -  400 Block Between 
S. Stewart and Ives Avenue at 7:01 p.m.  
 
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience.  There were no persons in 
the audience who spoke for or against the paving of the alley.  
 
The public hearings were closed at 7:02 p.m. 
 
C.  Pool Fundraising Possibilities  
 
Mark Gifford presented pool ideas and suggestions from October of 2016.  There were 
several suggestions on how to create revenue for the community pool.  Commissioner 
James suggested organizing a small committee to review these ideas and to pick out 
three or four ideas and move forward with them.   
 
Commissioner James asked why the pool utilities went from $27,335.39 to $37,886.29.  
Mr. Kuhn stated that was because of the remarcite of the pool last fall.  The pool needed 
to be heated an additional two months. 
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Commissioner Hogenson commented that the City Manager and City Treasurer needed 
to be on this small committee along with someone from Park and Recreation.   
 
d.  Clay Cliffs     
 
Commissioner Hogenson commented on his meeting with Big Rapids Township Trustee 
Currie regarding the Clay Cliffs resolution that the township voted down.  There was no 
criticism of the project, but Trustee Currie did not feel comfortable voting yes.  
Commissioner Hogenson would like to talk to Trustee Williams before moving forward.     
 
Commissioner Anderson believes that overall Big Rapids Township was for the project.  
She believes that the City will be able to move forward without any hard feelings. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson does not believe that if the City moved forward, it would create 
bad working relations with the township.      
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-119 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING AMENDED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL NO. 17-521  
FOR 2016-2017 SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT  

 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved Special Assessment Roll No. 17-521 
on April 3, 2017, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the actual costs of the completed project were different than the 
estimated costs and the actual footages installed were different for some of the parcels 
than the original estimates, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Assessor or his/her designate prepared an amended Special 
Assessment Roll No. 17-521 to reflect actual unit costs and actual square footages, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission held a public hearing on August 21, 
2017, to consider any objections to said amended roll, at which time the amended special 
assessments were confirmed. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves said amended Special Assessment Roll No. 17-521 to be spread over a three 
(3) year term payable in three (3) annual installments with interest at three percent (3%) 
per annum due each February 1st, beginning February 1, 2018 and directs the City 
Assessor to deposit said amended roll with the City Clerk for endorsement as to the date 
of confirmation, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon confirmation by the City Clerk, said roll 

shall be transmitted to the City Treasurer for collection. 
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Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017     
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true and complete copy of a resolution of the 
City of Big Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of said City held on 
August 21, 2017. 
 
I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of Big Rapids 
and that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor and City Clerk. 

             
______________________ 

       Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
        Dated:  August 22, 2017   
 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-120 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING CITY ASSESSOR TO PREPARE 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR ALLEY IMPROVEMENTS  

FOR BLOCK 37 OF THE ORIGINAL PLAT - 400 BLOCK  
BETWEEN S. STEWART AND IVES AVENUE 

 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission held a public hearing on Monday, 
August 21, 2017 on the plats, estimates and diagrams for the alley improvement project 
for Block 37 of the Original Plat - 400 block between S. Stewart and Ives Avenue and; 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Commission deems it to be in the public interest to make said 
improvements at the properties identified in the City of Big Rapids Alley Improvement 
Project and that the said improvements shall be special assessed upon each lot, premise 
and parcel of land abutting the public improvement proportionately to the improvement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission of Big Rapids, 
that said estimates and diagrams are hereby adopted and approved for said 
improvements for Block 37 of the Original Plat - 400 block between S. Stewart and Ives 
Avenue Alley under the Improvement Project. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Assessor or his/her designate is 
hereby directed to prepare a Special Assessment Roll for the improvements under the 
Alley Improvement Project at the cost of $15.16 per lineal foot for installation of three inch 
(3”) thickness asphalt, with 50% of the expense to be paid by the City of Big Rapids and 
50% of the expense to be paid by special assessment by each property owner benefited 
and to deposit said Roll with the City Clerk for public examination thereof. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that payment shall be levied in the manner 
following: 
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Full payment during a three (3) year term payable in three equal annual installments with 
interest at the rate of three (3) percent per annum on all unpaid sums with no interest 
charged until after the first installment of the special assessment. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission and City Assessor, or 
his/her designate, will meet and consider any objections to said Roll at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, August 21, 2017 in the Commission room of City Hall, 226 N. Michigan Avenue, 
and that notice of said hearing shall be given by first class mail at least ten (10) days prior 
to said hearing to each owner of property to be assessed. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017  
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-121 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following resolution.   
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
AND BIG RAPIDS PRODUCTS FOR PAVING OF 201 N. BRONSON  

 
WHEREAS, Big Rapids approached the City regarding the construction of a public 

parking lot that could be used by workers at Big Rapids Products plants within the Big 
Rapids Industrial Park, and   

 
WHEREAS, the City has no current plan to construct a public parking lot within its 

Industrial Park area, and there is no appropriation or budgetary surplus to fund the 
construction of a public parking lot, and 

 
WHEREAS, Big Rapids Products is willing to donate funds equal to the actual cost 

of the construction of a public parking lot that is approximately 64x170 feet with 64 feet of 
frontage on Hanchett Drive. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission accept the 

agreement with Big Rapids Products to construction of a public parking lot that is 
approximately 64x170 feet with 64 feet of frontage on Hanchett Drive and authorize the 
Mayor to sign said attached agreement.    

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-122 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID FOR PAVING OF CITY 

PARKING LOT LOCATED AT 201 N. BRONSON 
 

WHEREAS, Big Rapids Products approached the City regarding the construction 
of a public parking lot that could be used by workers at Big Rapids Products plants within 
the Big Rapids Industrial Park, and   

 
WHEREAS, Big Rapids Products is willing to donate funds equal to the actual cost 

of the construction of a public parking lot located at 201 N. Bronson that is approximately 
64x170 feet with 64 feet of frontage on Hanchett Drive, and 

  
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids, whereby four bids were received with staff 
recommending that the low and best bid of Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. Big 
Rapids, MI be accepted for the paving of the parking lot located at 201 N. Bronson Drive 
in the amount of $99,644.00. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Lawrence Morningstar 
Enterprises, Inc. be accepted in the total amount of $99,644.00 for the paving of the 
parking lot located at 201 N. Bronson and that the cost be expensed from Account 
Number 101-443-967.076.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017       
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-123 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DART AGREEMENT NO. 2017-0022/P2 FOR 
PROCUREMENT OF TWO VEHICLES FROM THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR FY 2017 SECTION 5339 BUS AND  
BUS FACILITIES FORMULA PROGRAM 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission adopted Resolution No. 16-19, dated February 
15, 2016, which authorized the intent to apply for financial assistance from the Michigan 
Department of Transportation under ACT 51, for replacement of DART buses, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation has approved Project 
Agreement No. 2017-0022/P2 for two revenue DART buses, FY 2017 Section 5339 Bus 
and Bus Facilities Formula Program Funds of $259,338.00, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the grant will cover all the cost for the two revenue vehicles and the 
City will incur no cost for these vehicles. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City hereby accepts Agreement 
No. 2017-0022/P2 with the Michigan Department of Transportation for the purchase of 
two DART vehicles and authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign said agreement.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account Number 
588-539-981.104. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017       
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-124 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF  
TRANSPORTATION PROJECT AUTHORIZATION  

2017-0022/P3 FOR FACILITY RENOVATIONS - DIAL-A-RIDE 
 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 14-44, dated April 21, 2014, the City Commission 
approved an application for the Michigan Department of Transportation Project 
Authorization FY 2017 Section 5311 Capital formula and grants for Rural Areas program 
and Small Cities (5,000 – 50,000) program. 

 
WHEREAS, included within the City’s application, was a line item Capital Request 

for Facility Renovations in the amount of $250,000, and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 7, 2017 the City was informed that the City of Big Rapids’ 

DART transit system building project was added to the FY 2017 Section 5311 
Capital/Small Cities Program. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids hereby agrees 

to enter into the Project Authorization Agreement No. 2017-0022/P3 for FY 2017 Section 
5311 Capital/Small Cities Program and authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the 
agreement documents.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account Number 

588-539-967.901. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-125 
 

Resolution Authorizing Redemption of Bonds 
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City of Big Rapids 
County of Mecosta, State of Michigan 

____________________________________________ 

Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids, 
County of Mecosta, State of Michigan, held on the 21st day of August 2017. 

 
PRESENT: Members:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    

ABSENT: Members:  None 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Hogenson and 
supported by Member James: 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids, County of Mecosta, 
State of Michigan (the “City”), has previously authorized the issuance of its Water Supply 
System Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series 2006, dated October 25, 2006, in the original 
principal amount of $2,635,000 (the “Bonds”); and 

WHEREAS, the Bonds are currently outstanding in the aggregate principal amount 
of $620,000, maturing on October 1 in the years 2017 through 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Bonds are subject to redemption prior to maturity at the option of 
the City, on any date on or after October 1, 2016, at par plus accrued interest to the date 
fixed for redemption; and 

WHEREAS, the City has sufficient funds on hand to redeem the outstanding Bonds 
maturing on October 1 in the years 2018 and 2019, in the amount of $420,000, prior to 
maturity; and  

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is in the best interest of the City to 
provide for the redemption of all of the outstanding Bonds, maturing on October 1 in the 
years 2018 and 2019, in the amount of $420,000 on October 1, 2017. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. The City hereby calls all of the outstanding principal amount of the Bonds 
for redemption on October 1, 2017, representing all of the Bonds maturing on October 1 
in the years 2018 and 2019 in the principal amount of $420,000. 

2. The City Manager and City Treasurer are each hereby authorized to cause 
such sums as are necessary to redeem the Bonds prior to maturity to be paid, including 
any expenses relating thereto. 

3. The City Manager and City Treasurer are each directed to take any and all 
steps necessary for the redemption of the Bonds including directing the transfer agent for 
the Bonds to arrange for the mailing of notice of redemption to the registered owners, at 
least thirty days prior to the date fixed for redemption. 

4. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the 
provisions of this resolution be and the same hereby are rescinded. 



10 
 

AYES:  Members:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 

NAYS: Members:   None 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

________________________________ 
City Clerk  

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution 
adopted by the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids, County of Mecosta, State of 
Michigan, at a regular meeting held on August 21, 2017, and that said meeting was 
conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance 
with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the 
minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required 
by said Act. 
 
 

________________________________ 
City Clerk  

 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-126 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS - EARLY REDEMPTION OF 2006 SERIES,  
WATER REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2017/2018 General Appropriations 

on June 5, 2017 per Resolution No. 17-66, and 
 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby approves the following budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 – Early 
Redemption of 2006 Series, Water Revenue Refunding Bonds. 

 
WATER DEBT SERVICE 

Account Number Account Description 

Current 

Budget Change 

Amended 

Budget 

305-906-991.006 
PRINCIPAL-2006 REFUNDING 

BONDS 
200,000 420,000 620,000 

305-000-390.000 FUND BALANCE  (420,000)  

Early redemption of 2006 Series, Water Revenue Refunding Bonds 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 

FY 2017/2018 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017       
   
RESOLUTION NO.  17-127 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2016/2017 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- POOL FUND 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2016/2017 General Appropriations 
on June 6, 2016 per Resolution No. 16-52, and 

 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby approves the following budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2016/2017 – 
Elimination of deficit fund balances for the Pool Fund. 

 
 

GENERAL FUND     

Account Number Account Description 

Current 

Budget Change 

Amended 

Budget 

101-966-999.208 CONTRIBUTION TO POOL $118,800 $1,000 $119,800 

101-000-390.000 FUND BALANCE   -$1,000   

Elimination of deficit fund balances     

 
 

    

COMMUNITY POOL 

Account Number Account Description 

Current 

Budget Change 

Amended 

Budget 

208-931-699.101 CONTRIBUTION FROM GENERAL $118,800 $1,000 $119,800 

208-000-390.000 FUND BALANCE  +$1,000  

Elimination of deficit fund balances 

  
                         

          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the   
FY 2016/2017 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
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Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:   None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017     
  
RESOLUTION NO.  17-128 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- 2017/2018 CARRY FORWARDS 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2017/2018 General Appropriations 

on June 5, 2017 per Resolution No. 17-66, and 
 
WHEREAS, per Resolution 17-48, dated April 17, 2017, the City Commission 

authorized the purchase of a replacement motor for the Digester Blower at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, and 

 
WHEREAS, the purchase of the motor did not commence before June 30, 2017, 

and therefore needs to be carried forward to the 2017/18 fiscal year. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby approves the following budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 – Carry 
forward for WWTP. 

 
Expenditures SEWER REPLACEMENT Original  Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

598-560-977.007 KAESER BLOWER $0 $19,300 $19,300 

Fund Expenditure Total  $0 $19,300 $19,300 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the   
FY 2017/2018 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017       
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-129 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS -  
BIG RAPIDS PRODUCTS PARKING LOT 
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WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2017/2018 General Appropriations 
on June 5, 2017 per Resolution No. 17-66, and 

 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby approves the following budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 – Big 
Rapids Products Parking Lot. 

 
GENERAL FUND     

Account Number Account Description 

Current 

Budget Change 

Amended 

Budget 

101-009-690.076 

HANCHETT DR PARKING LOT 

(REV) $0 $99,700 $99,700 

101-443-967.076 

HANCHETT DR PARKING LOT 

(EXP) $0 $99,700  $99,700 

Big Rapids Products Parking Lot     

 
 

    
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2017/2018 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017       
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-130 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING BARTON TOWNSHIP 
FIRE PROTECTION CONTRACT RENEWAL 

WHEREAS, the current fire protection contract with Barton Township expired on 
July 31, 2017, and 
 

WHEREAS, Barton Township wishes to renew the contract with the City of Big 
Rapids for five years. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves the 
attached fire protection contract with Barton Township for a period of August 1, 2017 
through July 31, 2022.  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 21, 2017       
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UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner James asked why it was taking so long to pave Michigan Avenue.  
Mr. Gifford stated that the paving is related to Rieth-Riley’s schedule.  They have 
a lot of paving projects going right now.  Commissioner Hogenson commented on 
how nice is looks.   

 
• Mayor Warba, Commissioner Anderson, and City Manager, Mark Gifford, attended 

the Ferris faculty reception last week. 
 

• Thursday, August 24, 2017 the Chamber is hosting a Rise and Shine at the new 
North Hall dormitory from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 am.  This is a good opportunity to take 
a tour of the facility.  

 
• The next City Commission meeting will be on Tuesday, September 5th due to the 

Labor Day holiday.      
 

• There will be an Industrial Pretreatment Program meeting with Supervisors Stanek 
and Chapman tomorrow at City Hall. 

 
• A couple of weeks ago, the City met with a representative from the DNR to discuss 

the old depot.  As a result of this meeting, the City may be able to move forward in 
acquiring the depot.  

 
• Commissioner Hogenson is still looking for any drawings of the arch that was over 

the entrance of Highland View Cemetery.  There is a cemetery meeting tomorrow 
at 5:00 p.m. 

 
• Commissioner James challenged the Commission to come and play trivia at the 

City employee picnic.     
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
September 5, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 16 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of August 21, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Clay Cliffs – Mark Gifford 
 
Clay Cliffs is an action item on tonight’s agenda.  This resolution was tabled by the 
Commission back in June.  Mr. Williams suggested that the person that tabled it, use the 
pending motion or do a new motion to remove the resolution from the table.   
 
b.  Wastewater Contract and Definitions – Mark Gifford 
 
The revised wastewater contract and definitions are on the Commission’s dropbox for 
their review.  This should be an action item sometime in the near future.  In relationship 
to the IPP program, the City, Big Rapids Township, and Green Township are looking to 
streamline their ordinances.   
 
c. Airport Update -  Mark Gifford 
 
The Commission decided to accept applications for airport personnel and also send out 
Fixed Based Operator bids.  There is an Airport Advisory meeting on September 14, 2017.   
 
Steve Schroeder commented on his qualifications for the job of part-time airport manager.     
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• He has always had an interest in aviation.  He does not currently have a pilot’s 

license, but would like to pursue one in the future. 
 

• He wants to see Roben-Hood airport grow and would like to see the airport’s 
current services continued. 

 
• He would like to maintain the current high level of personnel that the airport has 

always experience.  
 

Commissioner Hogenson commented that he was related to someone at Colt, and 
abstained from offering any suggestions on this topic.  
 
d.  Commission Appointment Process – Mark Gifford 
 
The Commission appointment procedure that Mr. Gifford presented at a previous meeting 
will stay in place until November 20th at which time the future Commission may wish to 
follow or change.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Warba opened the public hearing to consider objections to the Special Assessment 
for Alley Improvements for Block 37 of the Original Plat -  400 Block Between S. Stewart 
and Ives Avenue at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience.  There were no persons in 
the audience who spoke for or against the paving of the alley.  
 
The public hearings were closed at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Land Transaction Application for the Depot – Mark Gifford   
 
The City has been talking about acquiring the Depot for approximately 14 years.  Mr. 
Gifford has been talking to different people at the State, which has proven to be helpful.  
There has been some interest in the Depot by the private sector to turn it into a private 
business.  The Land Transaction Application is to buy .60 acres unencumbered and to 
acquire 1.9 acres for $1.00 with all encumbrances remaining in place.  The encumbrance 
stipulates that the Trailhead portion of the property would need to be maintained for public 
use in perpetuity.       
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-131 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL NO.  17-522 
FOR ALLEY IMPROVEMENTS FOR BLOCK 37 OF THE ORIGINAL PLAT, 400 

BLOCK BETWEEN S. STEWART AVENUE AND IVES AVENUE 
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 WHEREAS, Special Assessment Roll No. 17-522 has been submitted for alley 
improvement to Block 37 of the Original Plat, 400 Block Between S. Stewart Avenue and 
Ives Avenue, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission held a public hearing on Tuesday, September 5, 
2017, to consider any objections to said Roll, at which time the special assessments were 
confirmed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves said Special Assessment Roll No. 17-522 to be spread over a three (3) year 
term payable in three (3) annual installments with interest at the rate of three percent (3%) 
per annum due each February 1st hereafter, beginning February 1, 2018, and directs the 
City Assessor to deposit the same with the City Clerk for endorsement as to the date of 
confirmation, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon confirmation by the City Clerk, said Roll 
shall be transmitted to the City Treasurer for collection. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 5, 2017      
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true and complete copy of a resolution 
of the City of Big Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of said 
City held September 5, 2017.   
 
I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of 
Big Rapids and that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor 
and City Clerk. 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
       Dated:  September 6, 2017 
 
Van Johnson spoke on how valuable purchasing extended warranty is when purchasing 
new City vehicles.  The City has purchased extended warranties for several years and 
that has saved the City several thousand dollars.   
 
For future vehicle purchases, Commissioner James would like to know what kind of 
warranty comes with the vehicle when it is purchased.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-132 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR ONE  2017  
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, 4-DOOR UTILITY, POLICE VEHICLE FOR THE  

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of one all-wheel drive 4-door 
utility police vehicles for the Department of Public Safety, and 
 
 WHEREAS, one bid was received with staff recommending that the low and best 
bid of Owosso Motors Inc., Owosso, MI, be accepted in the amount of $30,903.00, for 
one 2017 all-wheel drive police utility vehicle, which includes a 5 yr./100,000 warranty. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Owosso Motors, Inc. be 
accepted in the amount of $30,903.00 for one, all-wheel drive, 4-door utility police vehicle 
and the cost be expensed from Account Number 661-444-981.095. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: September 5, 2017   
 
Van Johnson talked about the 4X4 utility work machine for the Department of Public 
Works.  This machine can accommodate up to 40 attachments.  The City does not 
purchase any extended warranty for these types of machines because they are repaired 
and maintained in house.    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-133 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR A 4 X 4 UTILITY WORK MACHINE  
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 
 WHEREAS, the City maintains a fleet of Public Works vehicles and equipment to 
meet the needs of various City departments, and 
 
 WHEREAS, bids were solicited for a 4 x 4 Utility Work Machine, which will be used 
for removing snow from public sidewalks, sidewalk winter sand accumulation, parks and 
downtown maintenance, on the Riverwalk trails, and a multiple of other utility operations, 
and the machine can accommodate a multiple of different attachments, and 
 
 WHEREAS, one bid was received from Carleton Equipment Company, Byron 
Center, MI, in the amount of $68,753.14, less $17,000 for a 2008 New Holland tractor 
trade-in, for a total cost after trade of $51,253.14 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Carleton Equipment Company in the amount of $51,253.14 for a 4 x 4 Utility Work 
Machine and the cost be expensed to Account Number 661-444-981.001.  
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
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Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: September 5, 2017     
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RESOLUTION NO.  17-134 
 

Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR THE  2017 
 TREE PLANTING PROJECT   

 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved Resolution No. 17-23, dated February 
20, 2017 for a cooperative work agreement with the Muskegon River Watershed 
Assembly (MRWA) for planting trees at Clay Cliffs Nature Area, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the MRWA was awarded a U.S. Forest Service Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative grant which will allow the City to plant native trees on a portion of 
Clay Cliffs Nature Area in the amount of $56,510.00, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Mecosta County Community Foundation grant was also awarded to 
MRWA to provide native shrubs for the bird wildlife habitat at Clay Cliffs and perennial 
plants at Osceola Park, and 
 

WHEREAS, the spring planting of a rain garden at Osceola Park has been 
completed and the native shrubs will be planted Fall 2017 and will not exceed $1,300, 
and   
     
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the 2017 Tree Planting Program whereby 
three bids were received with staff recommending that the bid of Site Works LLC, Big 
Rapids, MI be accepted in the amount of $57,810.00. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Site Works LLC in the 
amount of $ 57,810.00 for the 2017 Tree Planting Program be accepted and be expensed 
to accounts numbers 101-756-967.065 (USFS Tree Planting) and 101-756-967.066- 
(MCCF Tree Planting). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: September 5, 2017     
 
Commissioner James asked what the value was of the Depot.  The City has it valued at 
$110,000. 
 
Commissioner Anderson asked about the City being required to have restrooms, parking 
and picnic facilities.  Mr. Gifford stated that there already is a pit toilet, parking and a picnic 
table.  He believes that the City already meets that criteria.        
 
Commissioner Anderson asked if the City was obligated to follow through with acquiring 
the Depot by signing this application.  Mr. Williams stated that the City would not be 
obligated, signing of the application is just the first step in the process. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-135 

 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of the 
following: 
 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE  
LAND TRANSACTION APPLICATION FOR 2.5 ACRES OF LAND ADJACENT 

 TO THE FRED MEIJER WHITE PINE TRAIL STATE PARK AND THE  
RAILROAD DEPOT BUILDING 

 
 WHEREAS, the City has been communicating with the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) to acquire 2.5 acres of land adjacent to the Fred Meijer White Pine Trail 
State Park and the railroad depot building for private and public use, and 
 
 WHEREAS, 0.60 acres of this land will be used for the re-use of the railroad depot 
for a private business development that will complement and enhance the trail and historic 
character of the railroad depot building, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the remainder 1.90 acres will remain encumbered by the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund and be developed by the City as a trailhead for the trail, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, prior to the transfer of site control to the City, all associated Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund land use restrictions and encumbrances on the depot 
property (0.60 acres) will be transferred to a property located at P.J. Hoffmaster State 
Park by the DNR, which contains 1.08 acres, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids would agree to assume all encumbrances on 
the remaining land and develop, operate and maintain it for a trailhead with restrooms, 
parking and picnic facilities. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorizes the 
City Manager to sign the Land Transaction Application to acquire 2.5 acres of land 
adjacent to the Fred Meijer White Pine Trail State Park and the railroad depot building for 
private and public use.   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission agrees to the conditions 

of the Land Transaction Application.  
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 5, 2017      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-136 
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Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following resolution:  

 
 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT NO. 17-5375, JOB NO. 126427A  
WITH MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

FOR HOT MIX ASPHALT SURFACING WORK ALONG IVES AVENUE 
 
 WHEREAS, the City submitted an application to MDOT’s Surface Transportation 
Program (STP) and was granted funds to do improvements to Ives Avenue between Oak 
and Magnolia, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the reconstruction of Ives Avenue includes funding through the 
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) at a participation ratio equal to 81.85% 
or, up to the lessor amount of $175,000, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the MDOT funds (Part A) will be applied to hot mix asphalt surfacing 
work along Ives Avenue from approximately 200 feet north of Magnolia Street northerly 
to Oak Street; including concrete sidewalk ramp and pavement marking work; and all 
together with necessary related work, and 
 
 WHEREAS, items not included in the MDOT (Part B) funding include the water 
main and sanitary sewer installation work along the limits as described in Part A and all 
together with necessary related work, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the summary of project costs covered in the MDOT contract is as 
follows: 
 

 Total 
Estimated 

Cost 

Federal 
Participation 

Local 
Participation 

Hot mix asphalt surfacing along Ives Avenue from 
approximately 200 feet north of Magnolia Street northerly 
to Oak Street; concrete sidewalk ramp and pavement 
marking work; all together with necessary related work 

$240,200 $175,000 $65,200 

Water main and sanitary sewer installation work along the 
limits described above; all together with necessary related 
work 

$167,500 $0 $167,500 

Total Project Costs $407,700 $175,000 $232,700 
 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
authorize the Michigan Department of Transportation Contract No. 17-5375 for the hot 
mix asphalt surfacing work along Ives Avenue from approximately 200 feet north of 
Magnolia Street northerly to Oak Street; including concrete sidewalk ramp and pavement 
marking work; and all together with necessary related work. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to sign 
said contract on behalf of the City of Big Rapids. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 5, 2017      
 
Commissioner James asked why staff waited so long to ask for an increase in DART 
fares.  Ms. Fuller commented that she has asked the DART Local Advisory Council in the 
past to review the fares and make a recommendation to increase them.  The Council has 
never given their approval until now.  Per State statute, Ms. Fuller cannot bring this to the 
City Commission without the recommendation from the DART Local Advisory Council.        
 
The Commission took a five-minute break. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-137 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following:   
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DIAL-A-RIDE TRANSPORTATION  
LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 

TO INCREASE RATES FOR ALL DART PASSENGERS 
 

 WHEREAS, the DART Local Advisory Council at their July 11, 2017 meeting 
reviewed fares charged by similar systems in the area, and 
 
 WHEREAS, current rates are $2.00 for regular $1.00 for child/senior/disabled 
passengers, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DART Local Advisory Council recommends increasing the fare for 
child/senior/disabled passengers by .25 cents, and regular fares by .50 cents per ride, 
which would increase the City’s transportation revenue by approximately $26,000 per 
year. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the DART Local Advisory Council recommendation to increase the fare for children and 
senior/disabled passengers by .25 cents, and regular fares by .50 cents making it $1.25 
for child/senior/disabled and $2.50 for regular fares effective October 1, 2017.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: September 5, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-138 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION SECTION 5311 OPERATING FORMULA GRANTS 
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AGREEMENT NO. 2017-0022/P1/R2 – DART 
 

 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transportation (DART) system derives 
approximately 16% of its operating revenue from the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA), which is administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation, and 

 
 WHEREAS, under the City of Big Rapids Annual Local Transportation Program 

Grant Application for the period of October 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017, the City 
has requested federal funding in the amount of 18% of the City’s proposed operating 
budget ($108,500.00), and 

 
WHEREAS, this project authorization, Agreement No. 2017-0022/P1/R2, is an 

increase of .5% for a total of $111,500.00, which represents a partial payment of 
$21,185.00. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids hereby agrees 

to enter into the Project Authorization Agreement for FY 2017 Section 5311 Operating 
Formula Grants, Agreement No. 2017-0022/P1/R2, in the amount of $21,185.00 and 
authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement documents. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: September 5, 2017     
 
Mr. Williams spoke on the proposed code amendments for the sale of city property.  The 
option of listing City owned property for sale with a real estate agent or agency was added 
along with maintaining a surplus property list.   
 
There was discussion of when a real estate agent would be used versus going out for bid 
on a parcel of surplus property.  When a bid is accepted, the City loses its flexibility on 
what could be built on that parcel.  With the smaller parcels, the sealed bid process may 
work out better and be less expensive.  The decision to use a realtor would be on a case 
by case basis.  The City has in the past sold/transferred houses to the Housing 
Commission.  This can be done without the bid process. 
 
Rose Mary Jennings commented that she has tried to acquire the parcel that is next to 
her property for three years.  She would still like to try to acquire this property. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 711-09-17  

 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the 

adoption of the following Ordinance. 
 
ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 34.54 OF CHAPTER  34, TITLE 3, 

OF THE BIG RAPIDS CITY CODE REGARDING THE SALE OF  
SURPLUS CITY PROPERTY 

 



11 
 

WHEREAS, the City staff requested a review of the City Code sections on the sale 
of City property and the determination of surplus City property, and  

 
WHEREAS, proposed City Code amendments on the sale of City property and the 

determination of surplus City property were prepared, presented to the City Commission, 
and referred to the Planning Commission for comment and a recommendation, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed City Code 

amendments and recommended that the City Commission adopt them with two 
suggested additions, one of which has been included, and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 

Section 1.  Title 3, Chapter 34, Section 34.54, is amended to read as follows. 
 
34.54 Determination and Sale of Surplus Property 
 

(A) Whenever any City property, real or personal, is no longer required, it 
may be sold. The Purchasing Officer may sell personal property not 
exceeding $2,500 in value for cash after soliciting quotations or competitive 
bids. Personal property of a value in excess of $2,500 may be sold after 
advertising and soliciting competitive bids, with the approval of the City 
Commission.  
 
(B) Sale of real property land by the City shall be made only after review 
and recommendation by the planning commission and a 
determination formal sealed bids have been taken and approved by the 
City Commission that the real property is not required for any existing 
or intended future public purpose and use of the City.  The City 
Commission may authorize the sale of real property to another government 
entity without obtaining quotations or competitive bids. (Ord. 657-03-13, 
passed 3-4-13) 
 
(1) The City Commission shall determine if any parcel of City owned 

real property is not required for any existing or intended future 
public purpose and use of the City, but only after receiving a 
recommendation from the Planning Commission on any existing or 
intended future public purpose and use of the real property. 
 

(2) Upon referral by the City Commission, City Manager, or City 
Planner, the Planning Commission shall conduct a public hearing 
on any parcel of City owned real property and evaluate whether 
there is an existing or intended future public purpose and use of 
the parcel.  If the Planning Commission recommends a 
determination of no existing or intended future public purpose and 
use of the real property, the Planning Commission shall 
recommend the sale of the real property.  

 
(3) At a minimum, City staff shall provide to the Planning Commission 

the following information on any parcel of City owned real property 
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to be evaluated by the Planning Commission regarding any 
existing or intended future public purpose and use: 

 
a. Date, terms, and instrument by which the property was 

acquired 
 
b. Restrictions, prohibitions, easements, and encumbrances of 

record affecting the property 
 

c. All known existing and intended public uses of the property 
 

d. What the Master Plan provides on or for the property 
 

e. The historical character and significance of the real property 
and/or the structures on it 

 
f. Probable market value of property if sold 

 
g. Whether the property is buildable or non-buildable.  

 
(4) The City Clerk shall maintain a Surplus Property List with title and 

environmental information acquired by the City. 
 
(C) The City Commission can authorize by resolution the sale of real 
property owned by the City by: 
 

a. a public offering and formal sealed bids, 
 

b. a public on-line auction and secure bids, 
 

c. listing the real property with a real estate agent or agency on   
the open market on terms and conditions set by the City 
Commission, 

 
d. sale to another governmental entity,  
 

with final approval of the terms of any bid or sale by the City Commission. 
 

Section 2.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in The Pioneer. 
 
Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated: September 5, 2017     
Published:  September 12, 2017 
 
MOTION NO. 17-139 
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 Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the 
adoption of the following: 
 
Motion to remove from the table the resolution authorizing annexation and incorporation 
of property into the City of Big Rapids. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the motion passed. 
Dated: September 5, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-140 
 
 Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the 
adoption of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ANNEXATION AND INCORPORATION OF 
PROPERTY INTO THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to MCL 117.9(8), the City Commission makes the 
following factual determinations: 
 

1) the land described below is adjacent and contiguous to the City boundary,  
 

2) all of the land described is City park land and is depicted on the attached 
map, 

 
3) all of the land is vacant,   

 
4) the land is located in the Charter Township of Big Rapids, Mecosta County, 

Michigan, 
  

5) the land is owned by the City,  
 

6) there is no one residing on the land, 
 
and therefore the City Commission annexes all of the land described as  
 

W ½ of the SE ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 10, T15N, R10W, Township of Big 
Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, except a parcel of land commencing in 
the center of the highway known as Madison Avenue, at a point 20 feet 
Westerly  from a point where the line of an established fence near the East 
boundary of the W ½ of the SE ¼  of the SW ¼ would if extended Northerly, 
intersect said centerline of Madison Avenue, for a point of beginning; thence 
westerly along the center of said highway 205 feet; thence Southerly, 
parallel with said Easterly boundary fence and 225 feet equidistant 
therefrom; 227.2 feet; thence Easterly, parallel with the centerline of 
Madison Avenue, 205 feet; thence Northerly, parallel with Eastern boundary 
line fence and 20 feet equidistant therefrom, to point of beginning. 
Parcel No. 54-05-010-008-000 
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AND 
 
That part of the N ½ of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ and the E ½ of the NE ¼ of 
the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 15, T15N, R10W, Big Rapids Township, 
Mecosta County, Michigan, lying outside of the City limits, except a parcel 
of land commencing where the South line of Pere Marquette Railroad right 
of way intersects the West line of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of 
Section 15; T15N, R10W, running thence South to the Southwest corner of 
the Northeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of said Section 15; 
thence running East 30 rods and 5 feet; thence North to the said railroad 
right of way; thence Northwesterly along said railroad right of way to the 
place of beginning; and further except the Pere Marquette Railroad right of 
way.  
Parcel No. 54-05-015-002-000 
 
AND 
 
A Parcel of land situated in the South half of Section 10, Town 15 North 
Range 10 West, Big Rapids Township, Mecosta County Michigan, further 
described as follows: Beginning at the South ¼ corner of Section 10 and 
running thence West along the South line of said Section 663 feet to the 
West line of the Parcel described in Liber 454 Page 1023; thence N 
01°00'00" W along said line 200.00 feet; thence East parallel to the South 
Line of Section 10, 483 feet more, or less, to the southerly extension of the 
West line of the parcel described in Liber 815 Page 2439; thence N 
00°37'37" W along the extension of said line 744 feet more or less to the 
South line of said parcel; thence S 88°13'32" E along said line 180.15 feet 
to the North and South ¼ line of Section 10; thence S 88°10'35" E along the 
South line of the parcels described in Liber 468 Page 1064 and Liber 471 
Page 405, 315.30 feet; thence S 88°03'05" E along the South line of the 
parcel described in Liber 485 Page 1173, 165.00 feet to the West line of the 
parcel described in Liber 640 Page 2631; thence East along the South line 
of said parcel 318.0 feet (being the same line as recorded in Liber 454 Page 
1023); thence South along the line described in Liber 454 Page 1023, 80.0 
feet; thence East along the line described in Liber 454 Page 1023, 12.0 feet 
to the West line of P.M. Browns Subdivision; thence South along said line 
and it's extension 663 feet more or less to a point 203 feet North of the 
South line of said Section (as measured along the extension of the West 
line of P.M. Browns Subdivision, being the same line as described in Liber 
454 Page 1023); thence West parallel to the South line of Section 10, 
510.00 feet; thence South 203.0 feet to the South line of Section 10; thence 
West 275 feet more or less to the Point of Beginning (the previous three 
lines being the same as recorded in Liber 454 Page 1023).  
Parcel No. 54-05-010-011-000 
 
AND 
 
The North 100 feet of the N ½ of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 15, T15N 
R10W, Big Rapids Township, Mecosta County, Michigan, lying West of 
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Hutchinson’s Addition to the City of Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, 
except the Pere Marquette Railroad right of way.  
Parcel No. 54-05-015-001-000 
AND 
 
The North 100 feet of N ½ of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 15, T15N 
R10W, City of Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, except the Pere 
Marquette Railroad right of way. 
Parcel No. 54-17-15-100-005 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall forward certified copies of 
this resolution to the Township Clerk, Charter Township of Big Rapids, the County Clerk 
of the County of Mecosta, and the Secretary of State of the State of Michigan.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: September 5, 2017     
 
 

CERTIFICATE 
 
I, Tamyra Gillis, the duly elected and acting Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, hereby certify 
that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a 
meeting of the Big Rapids City Commission held at the Big Rapids City Hall on June 19th, 
2017, that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act; that a quorum of the 
Commission was present and voted in favor of the Resolution; and that minutes of the 
meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required by the Open 
Meetings Act. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner Anderson commented that the Old Jail yard sale made $1,600.00. 
 

• Commissioner Rothstein commented that the City had a successful holiday 
weekend. 

 
• Commissioner James asked what was happening on Clark Street.  Mr. Gifford 

replied that a watermain was being replaced.  
 

• Commissioner James asked if there were any leads on the Hanchett site.  There 
is still an issue with the DEQ regarding this site.  Fleis & VandenBrink has 
submitted the plan that the DEQ required and the City is still waiting on the DEQ 
to give their approval of the plan. 
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• Commissioner Hogenson commented that the community has had several nice 

events in the last month.  All of these events had some kind of partnership with the 
private sector or with other units of government, which was nice to see. 

 
• Mayor Warba stated that the Art & Crafts show at Hemlock Park drew a lot of 

people even though there may not have been as many vendors as in previous 
years.   

 
• The Mayor served ice cream at FSU Founders Day.     

 
• Medical Marijuana – Reminder to the Commission that they have until the end of 

the year to opt in, opt out, or do nothing.  Mr. Williams commented that at 
conferences that he has attended the trend has been that very small communities 
are the ones that are opting in.  They are looking at the revenue aspect.  No one 
in Mecosta County has opted in yet.  
 

• Commissioner Hogenson stated that the City has received no correspondence 
from any medical marijuana patients asking the City to opt in.  The City has, 
however, received phone calls from interested businesses asking if the City has 
opted in. 

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
September 18, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 8 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of September 5, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.   Five Year Budget Plan - Aaron Kuhn  
 

• Long-term budget forecasting is a best practice recommended by the Government 
Finance Officers Association.  It is the process of projecting revenues and 
expenditures over a long-term period using assumptions about economic 
conditions, future spending and other variables. 

 
• Long-term financial planning can be used as a tool to prevent financial challenges 

and give consensus on long-term financial direction. 
 

• Having a long-term financial plan will help determine funding availability during the 
City’s CIP process.  It can also help to examine areas for improvement and cost 
savings. 
 

• The following assumptions were used in conjunction with preparing this analysis: 
o An increase of 1% annually in income tax revenue, property tax revenue, 

and state revenue sharing. 
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o Cost of living adjustments of 1.5% annually for non-bargaining employees. 
o Adjustments in salaries per union contract. 
o Projected an increase of 3.5% annually in healthcare costs. 
o Increases of 5-10% annually in Act 51 revenue for street improvements. 
o Inclusion of all CIPs ranked by the Planning Commission in last year’s 

process 
 
• This plan is a continual work in progress and will be developed more 

comprehensively over the succeeding fiscal years. 
 
Commissioner James asked if these numbers had the CIP projects going forward?  Mr. 
Kuhn responded yes, but all street projects were not presented in the CIP.  Commissioner 
James asked if Major streets could give to Local streets.  Mr. Kuhn stated that yes Major 
streets can give up to 50% to Local streets.  Mr. Kuhn believes that the City is giving the 
maximum amount, but he will check on this.    
 
Mr. Kuhn has projected doubling the General Fund in five years.  Commissioner James 
asked how Mr. Kuhn intended to do this.  Mr. Gifford stated that a number of things have 
influenced the fund balance over the past. 
 

• Went to a part-time Park and Rec person 
• Looking at sharing engineering costs with the County 
• Down one person at DPW 
• May have reduced costs at the airport   

 
Commissioner James asked why wastewater was so low?  Wastewater rates were not 
where the City needed to be causing the cash balance to be depleted over a period of 
several fiscal years.  Rates were increased as of July 1, 2017.  Commissioner James 
noticed that there was approximately $300,000 in that fund.  Are the rates too high and 
should the City be accumulating that much money?  Mr. Kuhn stated that there are several 
water and sewer mains that need to be replaced.  At the end of the year sanitation money 
is supposed to be transferred back into the General Fund.       
 
Mayor Warba asked why fund 248 (DDA) goes from $476.00 (July 1, 2017) to $23,476.00 
(June 30, 2022)?  The DDA Fund had over $30,000 but was depleted over the past fiscal 
years.  One contributing factor was the Hyett Palma Study for the downtown, which the 
DDA contributed half of the expense.   
 
The Public Safety debt will be paid off in the fiscal year 2021/22.  Mayor Warba suggested 
that after the Pubic Safety and water debt is paid off, maybe the City could consider some 
rate reductions and property tax decreases.   
 
Fund 599 – water replacement.  Mayor Warba commented that there should be no money 
put into that fund to replace the current water filtration plant.  Discussion has occurred 
that the city’s well fields are out at the airport and with the automation that is in existence, 
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there would be no reason to put money into the current facility.  Mr. Kuhn stated that the 
money in that fund will be used for the improvements to be made at the plant and 
replacement of water mains.                  
 
b.  Medical Marijuana – Eric Williams 
 
Mr. Williams reminded the Commission that the topic of Medical Marijuana is winding 
down for this year.  Businesses will be applying for licenses through the State of Michigan 
beginning in January 2018 for growers, distributors, processors, transporters or facilities 
and will be looking for places to establish their business.  No action by a municipality to 
approve any of these uses results in none of them being able to reside in the City. 
 
If the Commission wants to move forward with this issue, they need to let Mr. Williams or 
staff know, so that a resolution can be drafted up before the end of the year.  No township 
from Mecosta County has opted in so far.  Evart and Clare have opted in.  Some of the 
smaller villages and townships in Northern Michigan have opted in.          
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Kathy Filkins, Big Rapids, asked the Commission what the status 
was of the Ives Drain project.  She has lost 12 feet of property and there are tiles now in 
the creek on her property.  Ms. Bowman will get with Van Johnson regarding picking up 
the tiles.  There is a strong sewage smell coming from the creek and she is concerned 
about the fish in the creek.    
 
Mayor Warba commented that the Ives Drain is too large of an issue to address by 
November 20, 2017.  The Commission that is voted in on November 7th will have to 
address this issue.  This topic will take a lot of time, effort and lobbying.  Mayor Warba 
commented that the commission needs to hear from people like Mrs. Filkins with their 
concerns.           
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  None 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-141 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR DEMOLITION AND REMOVAL OF 
STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 246 N. STATE STREET 

 
 WHEREAS, per Resolution 17-123, dated August 7, 2017, the City Commission 
approved to demolish the former Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau Building, 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, bids were solicited for the demolition of the former Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitors Bureau Building, and, 
 

WHEREAS, four bids were received with the Park and Recreation Board along 
with City staff recommending the bid of Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. Big 
Rapids, MI, be accepted in the amount of $12,499. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. in the amount of $12,499 for the demolition of 
the former Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau Building and the cost be expensed 
to Account No. 101-101-967.074.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 18, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-142 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following:   
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 526  
FOR RELOCATING THE NO PARKING SIGN ON OAK STREET  

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, Public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has authorized the following traffic control 
order: 
 

The “No parking” sign in the 500 block of Oak Street on the south side of 
the street, near the intersection of Winter Street, will be moved 20 feet to 
the west of its current location.  

     
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 

Control Order. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 18, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-143 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ELECTING THE MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE LIABILITY  
AND PROPERTY POOL’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Michigan Municipal League Liability and Property pool has a 
Board of Directors which is elected by participating members, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vote for the members must be done by the governing body, and  
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 WHEREAS, the ballot consists of four names, Incumbent members Jason Eppler, 
City Manager, City of Ionia, Ken Hibl, City Manager, City of Clare, Sue Osborn, Mayor, 
City of Fenton, and David Post, Village Manager, Village of Hillman. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission recommends 
that the ballot be completed by voting for these four individuals and authorize the City 
Clerk to sign and submit. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 18, 2017   
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• Commissioner Hogenson commented that someone was lighting off fireworks at 
2:00 in the morning.   

 
• Commissioner James saw in the Manager’s newsletter about Public Safety getting 

a drone.  Why?  Steve Schroeder stated that the drone would cost approximately 
$1,200, and could be partnered with Public Works.  Could be used to take pictures 
of vandalized areas of the city and to look for missing people. 

 
• The City interviewed an applicant for the civil engineer position from California 

(originally from Michigan) and extended an offer for him to come to Big Rapids to 
meet with City staff and the Road Commission.  This person arrived today and had 
lunch with staff and the Road Commission.  There will be a Road Commission 
meeting tomorrow, which Mr. Gifford and Ms. Bowman will attend.  

 
• There have been only inquires for the Fixed Based Operator, no formal bids have 

been received.  The deadline is Friday, September 22, 2017 for the FBO bids and 
for applications for personnel.    

 
• There will be a meeting to review the contractual agreements for the wastewater 

treatment plant on Monday, September 25th.  The City is hopeful to have the 
contract finalized by November 20th.   

 
• The Mayor met with Ms. Gillis to review the Contract Books.  These books are 

cross referenced, current and up to date, and he was impressed with the 
organization of these books.  During the discussion with Ms. Gillis the concern of 
how the City flags the products and items that have been purchased and are still 
under warranty.  If a defect were to occur, how would it be addressed during the 
warranty period verses waiting and finding out that the warranty has expired.  Any 
problems need to be addressed as soon as they occur.   The Mayor would like 
staff and Mr. Williams to keep this in mind with warranties that have a large dollar 
amount associated with them, such has, $50,000 – 100,000.   

 
• The Mayor reviewed the new election machines that will be implemented on 

November 7th.  
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• This Friday, at the weekly concert in Pocket Park, there will be a Public Safety 

recognition starting at noon.  This will be the last concert for the summer.    
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
October 2, 2017 

 
The City Commission went to the Bergelin House at 5:45 p.m. whereby Mary Loesch gave 
an informational tour of the house.  The upstairs apartment was recently renovated and 
they are currently looking for a renter.  The City Commission arrived back at City Hall at 
6:20 p.m. 
 
Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 44 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  - Added closed session to discuss a Baruch Tax Appeal 
as 10e. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of September 18, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – a proclamation recognizing October as Chamber of 
Commerce Month was presented by the Mayor to Jennifer Heinzman, Director of the 
Chamber of Commerce and Megan Eppley.      
 

Mayoral Proclamation 
 

Big Rapids Celebrates 
Chamber of Commerce Month 

October 2017 
 
  Whereas, the Mecosta County Area Chamber of Commerce works with the Big 
Rapids business community and surrounding areas to promote the commercial, 
professional, financial and general interest of the city/region, and 
 
  Whereas, the Mecosta County Area Chamber of Commerce is supported by the 
financial and volunteer resources of approximately 400 businesses located and operating 
in the city and region, and 
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  Whereas, the Mecosta County Area Chamber of Commerce has contributed to the 
protection of commerce and the region’s economy for 80 years since its incorporation in 
1937, and 
 
  Whereas, the Mecosta County Area Chamber of Commerce works to promote the 
region’s business community through information resources and networking 
opportunities. 
 
  Resolved, that the City of Big Rapids recognizes the contributions of the Mecosta 
County Area Chamber of Commerce toward improving Big Rapids’ and its surrounding 
communities’ quality of life and proclaims October to be Chamber of Commerce Month. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed 
the Seal of the City of Big Rapids on this second day of October in the year of our Lord 
two thousand seventeen. 

 
_____________________ 

Mayor Mark J. Warba 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Freedom by Design – Kyle McKeown, Ferris student, gave a brief presentation 
explaining the purpose of Freedom by Design.  This program gives $20,000 a year to help 
design and build small projects in the community.  The students would be doing the 
designing and the building, but would be mentored by an architect and a construction 
supervisor.    The first step in this process is having a Client Release Form signed by the 
City.  Mr. McKeown has two projects in mind for this year:  A pedestrian bridge in Clay 
Cliffs Nature Preserve and a shelter for humans at the Brutus Dog Park.     
   
b.  City’s Master Plan of 2009 – John Schmidt, Planning Commission Chair, gave a 
summary to the 2017 addendum of the 2009 Master Plan.   
 

• The main change is related to the future land use along the Muskegon River.   
 

• Identify unique areas across the city, once the plan is completed, it would include 
goals for the city’s future.  Mr. Schmidt would like to see this put into a S.M.A.R.T. 
format. 

 
• People have 63 days after this addendum is distributed to give comments and 

suggestions to the City’s Planning Commission. 
 

• There is no regulation stating how often a full revision of this plan must be 
completed.  Mr. Schmidt recommends a full-scale revision in 2022.    
 

• Mr. Schmidt went over eight focus areas for the city to concentrate on. 
 

• There are two points of interest:  the depot and Roben Hood Airport.  Mr. Schmidt 
recommends including the Airport Master Plan in with the City’s Master Plan in 
2022.  
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c.  Airport Update – Mark Gifford, City Manager, gave the Commission an update of the 
Fixed Based Operator bids.  The City received two bids for Fixed Based Operator and 
interviews are scheduled this week for airport personnel if the City decides to have the 
airport run by the City.  This item will be on the October 16th Commission agenda with 
hopes of getting Commission direction on which path they wish to pursue. 
 
b.  Storm Water Asset Management and Wastewater (SAW) Grant – Mark Gifford, City 
Manager, spoke of the SAW grant that the City applied for back in 2013.  The City has 
received notice that they have been awarded the SAW grant in the amount of $1,042,300 
with no City match.   This grant can be used for cleaning, television, and smoke testing 
of the sanitary sewer and storm water system.  Fleis & VandenBrink will be the entity that 
will be completing the work.  The Commission will be seeing their proposal sometime in 
the future.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  None 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-144 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FREEDOM BY DESIGN  
CLIENT RELEASE AGREEMENTS  

FOR A PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE IN CLAY CLIFFS NATURE PRESERVE  
AND A SHELTER AT BRUTUS DOG PARK  

 
WHEREAS, the City was approached by Kyle McKeown, a Ferris State student 

who is affiliated with the group Freedom by Design, and 
 
WHEREAS, this Freedom by Design uses the talents of architecture students to 

radically impact the lives of people in their community through modest design and 
construction solutions, and  

 
WHEREAS, Mr. McKeown would like to explore two potential projects for the City, 

a pedestrian bridge in Cay Cliffs Nature preserve and a shelter for humans at the Brutus 
Dog Park, and       

 
WHEREAS, the first step in this process would be to authorize the City Manager 

to sign a Freedom by Design Client Release Agreement and submit for funding, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is not known at this time if City funds would be needed to complete 

these projects.   
    
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize the 

City Manager to sign the Freedom by Design Client Release Agreements for a pedestrian 
bridge in Clay Cliffs Nature Preserve and a shelter for humans at the Brutus Dog Park.     
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: October 2, 2017   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-145 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
2017 MASTER PLAN ADDENDUM TO SURROUNDING  

 TOWNSHIPS AND COUNTY   
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids Master Plan was adopted by the Big Rapids 
Planning Commission on October 21, 2009, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State requires a Master Plan that has been adopted in the last five 
(5) years and the 2017 addendum to the 2009 Master Plan will meet the State’s 
requirement, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the 2017 Master Plan Addendum has been updated with demographic 
information, potential changes in future land use along the Muskegon River, and has 
reviewed the goals to insure they still accurately reflect the desires of the City, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the next step in the process is to distribute the 2017 Master Plan 
Addendum to the surrounding Townships and County, whereby they have 63 days after 
receiving the Plan to send comments to the Planning Commission. 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize the 
distribution of the 2017 City of Big Rapids Master Plan addendum to surrounding 
Townships and County.  
   
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: October 2, 2017   
 
Heather Bowman, Director of Public Works, presented the Park and Recreation’s 
recommendation to rename the Library Park to Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park.  In 
January 1995 the City Commission adopted a policy for naming/renaming parks.  
Instead of renaming parks, naming facilities within the parks give memorialization a 
specific meaning to individuals or groups.  The policy also recognized that the City 
Commission has the authority to make name changes to any City Park. 
 
John Milan, Joyce Ilits, Dr. Santers, Susan Grant, and Mae Alice Emerson all spoke in 
favor of renaming the Library Park to the Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park.   
 
 



5 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-146 
 

Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PARK AND RECREATION BOARD’S 
RECOMMENDATION TO RENAME LIBRARY PARK TO THE  

ANNA HOWARD SHAW MEMORIAL PARK 
 

WHEREAS, the American Association of Universal Women, General Federation 
of Women’s Club, Zonta, and the Library Board has requested to have the renaming of 
the Library Park to the Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park, and  

 
WHEREAS, these organizations attended the September 14, 2017 Park and 

Recreation board to request that the Park and Recreation make a recommendation to the 
City Commission to rename the Library Park, and 

 
WHEREAS, per Motion No. 95-18, dated January 16, 1995, the City adopted a 

policy which states “In lieu of changing park names, the Park and Recreation Board will 
consider memorials or naming facilities within parks after individuals or groups”, and 

 
WHEREAS, the policy also states that the City Commission has the authority to 

make name changes to any of the City parks.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 

Park and Recreation Board’s recommendation and rename Library Park to the Anna 
Howard Shaw Memorial Park.    

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: October 2, 2017   
 
The City Commission took a five-minute break 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-147 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO SIGN THIRD PARTY CONTRACT  
WITH THE RURAL TRANSIT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR  

DIAL-A-RIDE EMPLOYEE TRAINING  
 

WHEREAS, Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), through the 
MPTA/Michigan Public Transit Association, has $4,500 available to rural transits systems 
or training for the next three State Fiscal Years (October 1, 2017 thru September 30, 
2020), and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is seeking the available funding from the Rural 
Transit Assistance program (RTAP) to cover capital training aids that are exclusively for 
training purposes and to attend the Annual Michigan Public Transportation Conference, 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the attached contract between the Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transit and 

MPTA/Michigan Public Transit Association will outline the purpose of the program, 
available funding, accounting, and recordkeeping. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign the third-party contract for funding from RTAP. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: October 2, 2017   
   
RESOLUTION NO.  17-148 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- 2016/2017 CARRY FORWARDS  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2017/2018 General Appropriations 

on June 5, 2017 per Resolution No. 17-66, and 
 
WHEREAS, per Resolution 17-47, dated April 17, 2017, the City Commission 

authorized the replacement of the North Plant Stairwell at the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, and 

 
WHEREAS, the construction of the stairwell did not commence before June 30, 

2017, and therefore needs to be carried forward to be purchased in the 2017/18 fiscal 
year. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby approves the following budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 – Carry 
forward for WWTP. 

 
 Expenditures SEWER REPLACEMENT Original  Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

598-560-967.072 NORTH PLANT STAIRWAY $0 $38,200 $38,200 

Fund Expenditure Total  $0 $38,200 $38,200 

                     
                              
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2017/2018 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: October 2, 2017   
 
ORDINANCE NO. 712-10-17  

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following Ordinance.    
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 131, TITLE 13 OF THE BIG 
RAPIDS CITY CODE MAKING FIRST OFFENSE MINOR IN POSSESSION OF 

ALCOHOL A CIVIL INFRACTION AS PROVIDED IN STATE LAW 
 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislative amended the state law on minors in 
possession of alcohol by making the first MIP offense a civil infraction and the second 
MIP offense a misdemeanor, and 
 

WHEREAS, the effective date of the amendment was January 1, 2018, and then 
the Legislature amended the state law on Preliminary Breath Tests with an effective date 
of October 10, 2017, which moved up the decriminalization date of MIP offenses, so now, 
therefore, 
 
The City of Big Rapids Ordains: 
 
Section 1. Sections 131.07, 131.08, 131.09, 131.10, 131.11, 131.12, 131.13, 131.14 
and 131.99 of Chapter 131, Title 13, are amended to read as follows. 
 
§131.07 SALE TO MINORS PROHIBITED 
 
Alcoholic liquor shall not be sold or furnished to a minor. Except as otherwise provided in 
§131.08, a person who knowingly sells or furnishes alcoholic liquor to a minor, or who 
fails to make diligent inquiry as to whether the person is a minor, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. A retail licensee or a retail licensee's clerk, agent, or employee who 
violates this subsection shall be punished in the manner provided for licensees in MCL 
436.1909 except that if the violation is the result of an undercover operation in which the 
minor received alcoholic liquor under the direction of the state police, the commission, or 
a local police agency as part of an enforcement action, the retail licensee's clerk, agent, 
or employee is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil 
fine of not more than $100.00. Except as otherwise provided in §131.09, a person who is 
not a retail licensee or a retail licensee's clerk, agent, or employee and who violates this 
subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 
and imprisonment for not more than 60 days for a first offense, a fine of not more than 
$2,500.00 and imprisonment for not more than 90 days for a second or subsequent 
offense, and may be ordered to perform community service. For a second or subsequent 
offense, the Secretary of State shall suspend the operator's or chauffeur's license of an 
individual who is not a retail licensee or retail licensee's clerk, agent, or employee and 
who is convicted of violating this subsection as provided in section 319 of the Michigan 
vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.319. A suitable sign describing the content of this 
section and the penalties for its violation shall be posted in a conspicuous place in each 
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room where alcoholic liquor is sold. The signs shall be approved and furnished by the 
commission.  
 
§131.08 PURCHASE, CONSUMPTION, AND POSSESSION BY MINORS 
PROHIBITED. 
 
 (A) A minor shall not purchase or attempt to purchase alcoholic liquor, consume 
or attempt to consume alcoholic liquor, possess or attempt to possess alcoholic liquor, or 
have any bodily alcohol content, except as provided in this section. 
 
 (B) This section does not prohibit a minor from possessing alcoholic liquor 
during regular working hours and in the course of his or her employment if employed by 
a person licensed by this act, by the commission, or by an agent of the commission, if the 
alcoholic liquor is not possessed for his or her personal consumption. 
 
 (C) The consumption of alcoholic liquor by a minor who is enrolled in a course 
offered by an accredited postsecondary educational institution in an academic building of 
the institution under the supervision of a faculty member is not prohibited by this act if the 
purpose of the consumption is solely educational and is a requirement of the course. 
  
 (D) The consumption by a minor of sacramental wine in connection with 
religious services at a church, synagogue, or temple is not prohibited by this act. 
 
 (E) Subsection (A) does not apply to a minor who participates in either or both 
of the following: 
 
  (1) An undercover operation in which the minor purchases or receives 
alcoholic liquor under the direction of the person’s employer and with the prior approval 
of the local prosecutor’s office as part of an employer-sponsored internal enforcement 
action; 
  (2) An undercover operation in which the minor purchases or receives 
alcoholic liquor under the direction of the state police, the commission, or a local police 
agency as part of an enforcement action, unless the initial or contemporaneous purchase 
of receipt of alcoholic liquor by the minor was not under the direction of the state police, 
the commission, or the local police agency and was not part of the undercover operation. 
 
§131.09 FURNISHING OR USING FRAUDULENT IDENTIFICATION. 
 
An individual who furnishes fraudulent identification, to a minor or, notwithstanding 
§131.08(A), a minor who uses fraudulent identification to purchase alcoholic liquor, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine 
of not more than $100.00, or both. 
 
§131.10 AUTHORITY TO STOP; APPEARANCE TICKETS. 
 (A) A sworn police officer who witnesses a violation of this Chapter may stop and 
detain a person and obtain satisfactory identification, seize illegally possessed alcoholic 
liquor, and issue an appearance ticket. 
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 (B) A sworn police officer may stop and detain a person based upon reasonable 
and articulable suspicion of a violation of this Chapter and obtain satisfactory 
identification, seize illegally possessed alcoholic liquor, and issue an appearance ticket. 
 
 (C) A sworn police officer may issue an appearance ticket for a violation of §131.08 
to a person when advised by an employee of a business possessing a state liquor license 
that the person has presented false identification to the employee and the officer observes 
the false identification. 
 
§131.11 NOTICE TO PARENTS OR GUARDIANS.  
 
A law enforcement agency, on determining that an individual who is less than 18 years of 
age and not emancipated under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6, allegedly consumed, 
possessed, or purchased alcoholic liquor, attempted to consume, possess, or purchase 
alcoholic liquor, or had any bodily alcohol content in violation of §131.08, shall notify the 
parent or parents, custodian, or guardian of the individual as to the nature of the violation 
if the name of the parent, guardian, or custodian is reasonably ascertainable by the law 
enforcement agency.  The law enforcement agency shall notify the parent, guardian, or 
custodian not later than 48 hours after the law enforcement agency determine that the 
individual who allegedly violated §131.08 is less than 18 years of age and not 
emancipated under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6.  The law enforcement agency 
may notify the parent, guardian, or custodian by any means reasonably calculated to give 
prompt actual notice including, but not limited to, notice in person, by telephone, or by 
first-class mail.  If an individual less than 17 years of age is incarcerated for violating 
§131.08, his or her parents or legal guardian shall be notified immediately as provided in 
this section. 
 
§131.12 LICENSE SANCTIONS.  

The Secretary of State shall suspend the operator's or chauffeur's license of an individual 
convicted of a second or subsequent violation of §131.08(A) or of violating §131.09 as 
provided in section 319 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.319.  

§131.13 PRELIMINARY BREATH TEST. 
 
A peace officer who has reasonable cause to believe a minor has consumed 

alcoholic liquor or has any bodily alcohol content may request that individual to submit to 
a preliminary chemical breath analysis. If a minor does not consent to a preliminary 
chemical breath analysis, the analysis shall not be administered without a court order, but 
a peace officer may seek to obtain a court order. The results of a preliminary chemical 
breath analysis or other acceptable blood alcohol test are admissible in a state civil 
infraction proceeding or criminal prosecution to determine if the minor has consumed or 
possessed alcoholic liquor or had any bodily alcohol content.  

 
§131.14 PENALTIES 
 
(A) A minor who violates §131.08 is responsible for a civil infraction or guilty of a 
misdemeanor as follows and is not subject to the penalties prescribed in MCL 436.1909: 
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(1) For the first violation, the minor is responsible for a civil infraction and shall be 
fined not more than $100.00. A court may order a minor under this subdivision to 
participate in substance use disorder services as defined in section 6230 of the 
public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.6230, and designated by the 
administrator of the office of substance abuse services, and may order the minor 
to perform community service and to undergo substance abuse screening and 
assessment at his or her own expense as described in §131.14(D). A minor may 
be found responsible or admit responsibility only once under this subdivision. 

(2) If a violation of this subsection occurs after 1 prior judgment, the minor is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. A misdemeanor under this subdivision is punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 30 days if the court finds that the minor violated 
an order of probation, failed to successfully complete any treatment, screening, or 
community service ordered by the court, or failed to pay any fine for that conviction 
or juvenile adjudication, or by a fine of not more than $200.00, or both. A court may 
order a minor under this subdivision to participate in substance use disorder 
services as defined in section 6230 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 
333.6230, and designated by the administrator of the office of substance abuse 
services, to perform community service, and to undergo substance abuse 
screening and assessment at his or her own expense as described in §131.14(D). 

(3) If a violation of this subsection occurs after 2 or more prior judgments, the minor 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. A misdemeanor under this subdivision is punishable 
by imprisonment for not more than 60 days, if the court finds that the minor violated 
an order of probation, failed to successfully complete any treatment, screening, or 
community service ordered by the court, or failed to pay any fine for that conviction 
or juvenile adjudication, or by a fine of not more than $500.00, or both, as 
applicable. A court may order a minor under this subdivision to participate in 
substance use disorder services as defined in section 6230 of the public health 
code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.6230, and designated by the administrator of the 
office of substance abuse services, to perform community service, and to undergo 
substance abuse screening and assessment at his or her own expense as 
described in §131.14(D). 

(B) If an individual who pleads guilty to a misdemeanor violation of section §131.14(A)(2) 
or offers a plea of admission in a juvenile delinquency proceeding for a misdemeanor 
violation of section §131.14(A)(2), the court, without entering a judgment of guilt in a 
criminal proceeding or a determination in a juvenile delinquency proceeding that the 
juvenile has committed the offense and with the consent of the accused, may defer further 
proceedings and place the individual on probation.  The terms and conditions of that 
probation include, but are not limited to, the sanctions set forth in section §131.14(A)(3), 
payment of the costs including minimum state cost as provided for in section 18m of 
chapter XIIA of the probate cade of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.18m, and section 1j 
of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.1j, and the costs 
of probation as prescribed in section 3 of chapter XI of the code of criminal procedure, 
1927 PA 175, MCL 771.3.  If a court finds that an individual violated a term or condition 
of probation or that the individual is utilizing this subsection in another court, the court 
may enter an adjudication of guilt, or a determination in a juvenile delinquency proceeding 
that the individual has committed the offense, and proceed as otherwise provided by law.  
If an individual fulfills the terms and conditions of probation, the court shall discharge the 
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individual and dismiss the proceedings.  A discharge and dismissal under this section is 
without adjudication of guilt or without a determination in a juvenile delinquency 
proceeding that the individual has committed the offense and is not a conviction or 
juvenile adjudication for purposes of disqualifications or disabilities imposed by law on 
conviction of a crime.  An individual may obtain only 1 discharge and dismissal under this 
subsection.  The court shall maintain a nonpublic record of the matter while proceedings 
are deferred and the individual is on probation and if there is a discharge and dismissal 
under this subsection.  The Secretary of State shall retain a nonpublic record of a plea 
and of the discharge and dismissal under this subsection.  These records shall be 
furnished to any of the following: 

(1) To a court, prosecutor, or police agency upon request for the purpose of 
determining if an individual has already utilized this subsection. 

(2) To the department of corrections, a prosecutor, or a law enforcement agency, 
on the department's, a prosecutor's, or a law enforcement agency's request, 
subject to all of the following conditions: 

(a) At the time of the request, the individual is an employee of the 
department of corrections, the prosecutor, or the law enforcement agency, 
or an applicant for employment with the department of corrections, the 
prosecutor, or the law enforcement agency. 

(b) The record is used by the department of corrections, the prosecutor, or 
the law enforcement agency only to determine whether an employee has 
violated his or her conditions of employment or whether an applicant meets 
criteria for employment. 

(C) A misdemeanor violation of section §131.08 successfully deferred, discharged, and 
dismissed under section §131.14(B) is considered a prior violation for the purposes of 
section §131.14(A)(2) and (3).  

(D) A court may order an individual found responsible for or convicted of violating section 
§131.08 to undergo screening and assessment by a person or agency as designated by 
the department-designated community mental health entity as defined in section 100a of 
the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1100a, to determine whether the 
individual is likely to benefit from rehabilitative services, including alcohol or drug 
education and alcohol or drug treatment programs.  A court may order an individual 
subject to a misdemeanor conviction or juvenile adjudication of, or placed on probation 
regarding, a violation of §131.08 to submit to a random or regular preliminary chemical 
breath analysis. The parent, guardian, or custodian of a minor who is less than 18 years 
of age and not emancipated under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6, may request a 
random or regular preliminary chemical breath analysis as part of the probation. 

(E) The Secretary of State shall suspend the operator's or chauffeur's license of an 
individual convicted of a second or subsequent violation of section §131.08 or of violating 
§131.09 as provided in section 319 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 
257.319. 

§131.99 PENALTY. 
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 Any person violating a provision of this chapter for which no other specific penalty 
applies shall be subject to the penalty set forth in §10.99. 

Section 2. This ordinance shall be effective October 10, 2017.  
 
Section 3. The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Date:  October 2, 2017   
Published:  Did not print per City Attorney Eric Williams, amended Ord. on October 16th  
                   agenda.   
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Paul Cole, Income Tax Administrator retired from the City Friday, September 29, 2017.  
The City will be looking at replacement options in the next few weeks.   
 
Commissioner James commented that a few people have come to her with concerns that 
the City would not be bidding out the 457 AFSCME and Non-Bargaining Plan.  
Commissioner James would like to see this Plan bid out.  Mr. Kuhn commented that a 
committee has been established comprising of  AFSCME and non-bargaining employees 
to review all of the bids that came in for the Act 345 Plan.  The committee has met once 
and will be meeting again this Thursday.   
 
Commissioner James’ Mother-In-Law lives in Kingsley MI where a marijuana facility is 
being proposed.  The Village of Kingsley sent out postcards asking the residents a series 
of questions regarding Medical Marijuana.  The Village wanted to know their concerns 
and if the residents were in favor of it.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-149 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADJOURNING TO CLOSED SESSION  
TO DISCUSS A BARUCH TAX APPEAL 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission adjourns to 
closed session for the purpose of discussing possible settlement of pending litigation of 
the Baruch tax appeal.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: October 2, 2017   
 
City Commission adjourned for closed session at 8:00 p.m.  They returned to regular 
session at 8:14 p.m.       
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There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
October 16, 2017 

 
Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 18 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  - The resolution pertaining to the airport (10c) will be 
10b and the traffic orders will be 10c.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes of 
October 2, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes of 
October 2, 2017 closed session be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a. Request For Qualifications (RFQ) for Realtors for the sale of surplus property –  
Director of Neighborhood Services, Mark Sweppenheiser, stated that the City would be 
sending out RFQ for Commercial Real Estate Agent/Broker to help with the sale of the 
City’s more valuable property.  An example would be the former Hanchett’s site.  The 
smaller parcels of land would still be sold under the City’s sealed bid process.   
 
The RFQ’s would be advertised on the website, local paper, sent to local realtors and 
firms and advertised in trade magazines.  Once the RFQ’s are received, interviews would 
be performed and the person/firm being recommended, would be presented to the City 
Commission for approval.   
 
b.  Draft Wastewater Contract - City Manager, Mark Gifford, stated that there will be a 
meeting tomorrow and that the revised wastewater contract will be sent to the 
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Commission as soon as it is completed.  It will also be placed in the Commission’s 
dropbox.  This will be an action item on the November 6, 2017 City Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Stanek thanked everyone who worked on this contract with the townships.  Big Rapids 
Township will have a special meeting before November 6th to discuss the contract. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  None 
 
City Manager, Mark Gifford, commented that the City has extended an offer of 
employment to Erik Easterly for the Civil Engineer position.  Mr. Easterly has accepted 
the offer and will be starting his employment in January 2018.  Mr. Easterly would be a 
City employee and his salary and benefits would be shared with the Mecosta County 
Road Commission on a 50/50 basis. 
 
John Currie expressed his happiness and believes that this will work out very well.  He 
also stated that the Road Commission has already agreed upon this contract and that 
they will be meeting again tomorrow morning.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-150 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE  

CITY OF BIG RAPIDS AND THE MECOSTA COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION  
FOR EMPLOYMENT OF A CIVIL ENGINEER 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids and the Mecosta County Road Commission 
have been in discussing the idea of sharing in the expense of a Civil Engineer Position, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and the Road Commission both spend significant resources 
on engineering services and having a civil engineer on staff could be a cost saving to both 
organizations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the engineer would be a City employee with the pay and benefits for 
the position funded jointly by the City and the Road Commission, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the attached contract should save money for both units of local 
government and work well for both the City of Big Rapids and Mecosta County Road 
Commission.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Interlocal agreement for the 
sharing of a Civil Engineer between the City of Big Rapids and the Mecosta County Road 
Commission is approved in the form that is attached, and the Mayor is authorized to sign 
said agreement.  
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  October 16, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-151 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID FOR PAVING OF  

SWEDE HILL PARK 
 

WHEREAS, The City applied to the Swede Hill Trust Fund and the Riverwalk Trust 
Fund that are both managed by the Mecosta County Community Foundation to pave the 
Swede Hill Park parking lot, and  

 
WHEREAS, The Community Foundation supported the request in the amounts of 

$36,100 (Swede Hill Trust Fund) and $18,900 (Riverwalk Trust Fund) for a total of 
$55,000, and  

  
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids, whereby five bids were received with staff 
recommending the bid of Rieth Riley Construction Co. Inc., Big Rapids, MI be accepted 
for the paving of Swede Hill Park. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Rieth Riley Construction Co. Inc. in the amount of $52,680.00 for the paving of Swede 
Hill Park and that the cost be expensed from Account Numbers 716-249-967.064 and 
719-249-967.064.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  October 16, 2017 
 
City Manager Mark Gifford outlined the Fixed Based Operator option and the City 
Management option.   
 
Fixed Based Operator Option:   
 
The City solicited Requests for Qualifications for Fixed Based Operators.   Two proposals 
were received.  The first proposal was from Gary Wall, Troposphere Ventures, LLC of 
North Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.  Mr. Wall’s proposal did not meet the content requirements 
of the bid and was not considered. 
 
The second proposal was from Dan Williams, Williams Air Power, Lowell, Michigan.  Mr. 
William’s proposal was complete and was followed up with a phone interview on October 
6th.  Mr. Williams does not have any staff other than himself at the current time, but would 
begin hiring staff upon approval.  Mr. Williams is an airplane mechanic by trade and would 
operate his business at the airport while also being the Manager.  The framework for his 



4 
 

costs would be identical to those in the current contract with Colt Aviation.  Mr. Williams 
would not relocate to the area until sometime in the future.  Mr. Williams is very 
knowledgeable about airports; however, the proposal of Williams Air Power did not 
provide a thorough plan for the staffing needs of the facility.  Without proper staffing the 
City would likely experience a significant drop off in services at the airport.    
 
City Management Option:    
 
The City Management option centers around the idea of appointing an existing City 
employee as the part-time Airport Manager and hiring new City employees to support the 
manager, staff the facility and continue the high level of service that Colt has established.   
 
Steve Schroeder, Deputy Director of Public Safety, expressed interest in this option early 
in the process and has taken steps to learn more about the demands of an Airport 
Manager.  The State of Michigan certifies Airport Managers and Mr. Schroeder attended 
this training in September.  Selling fuel is a large component of the airport’s revenues and 
ensuring that the fuel sold is safe is a high priority in the industry.  Mr. Schroeder attended 
a training to learn about the requirements for fuel testing.   
 
A major concern of appointing Mr. Schroeder to Airport Manager is his current role and 
responsibilities in the Public Safety Department.  Mr. Schroeder manages the Fire 
Division but also spends a lot of time on administrative issues within the Police Division 
including budgeting, hiring and employee issues.  To allow time to properly manage the 
airport, the City would promote a Police Sergeant to the position of Lieutenant.  The 
Lieutenant would take over those administrative duties that Mr. Schroeder is responsible 
for within the Police Division.  This would not result in the addition of any new police 
officers. 
 
Posting of a full-time administrative assistant and a part-time airport technician resulted 
in multiple applications for the full-time position and two applications for the part-time 
position.  On October 5th, three candidates with airport experience were interviewed.  The 
top candidate for the job is Beth Ranger, who is currently an employee of Colt.  The two 
candidates for the part-time position are both currently Colt employees.  Hiring current 
airport or Colt employees as City employees would be a great step in achieving a smooth 
transition. 
 
Continuation of Service Level: 

 
Colt did many things that helped to grow the airport including after-hours service, 
providing a full-service mechanic, flight school, assisting with fueling, special events, 
maintenance of the grounds, hanger rentals for visitors etc... 
 
The Commission and those involved with the airport have consistently expressed that a 
top priority is maintaining that high level of service.  Hiring the highly qualified personnel 
that currently work for Colt is an excellent step in maintaining the existing service level.  
Other things that have been done to work towards that goal include the following: 
 

• Dave Bordano is the current Colt mechanic and by all accounts having 
mechanic services available is vital to keeping and growing users of the 
airport.  Staff has met with Mr. Bordano and he wants to continue working 



5 
 

at the airport.  He has operated both as a subcontractor and as an 
employee of Colt.  Mechanic services are a pass through of his costs to 
those having the work done.  The City will develop an arrangement that 
keeps Mr. Bordano’s services available. 

• Maintenance – Colt maintained the grounds and some of the equipment at 
the Airport.  Staff has met with Colt to understand the maintenance needs 
of the facility. 

• After hours – responding to airport customers at all hours and on weekends 
is important to their overall satisfaction.  The City would staff the facility 6 
days a week and develop a system for after hour call outs. 

• Special Events – Colt organized major annual events such as Airfest as 
well as weekly events such as Chili Saturdays.  These events will be 
continued and potentially expanded. 

 
The only loss of service that is anticipated is the flight school and airplane rental.  Colt 
owned an airplane that was available for pilots who did not have an airplane and it was 
used for operation by personnel training new pilots.  The City does not own a plane and 
likely does not want to own and operate an aircraft.  However, having a flight school is 
very important to the airport.  The City will be looking to develop a relationship with 
another organization that can provide that service.  
 
Budget: 
 
Attached is the financial analysis prepared by the Treasurer showing the net result of over 
$96,000 in savings to the general fund if the City manages the airport.  Changes to the 
airport budget would be needed to accommodate the new structure and responsibilities 
of City management.  The Treasurer would have those prepared for consideration by the 
Commission at an upcoming meeting.   
 
City Manager Mark Gifford recommends the appointment of Mr. Schroeder to the position 
of Airport Manager, giving him the authority to designate. 
 
Mayor Warba would like to see the following three items: 
 
1.  A review process in place for Mr. Schroeder in his new role, as well as performance 
review of the airport.    
 
2.  Mr. Kuhn has commented that the City will see a savings of approximately $96,000, it 
will be Mr. Kuhn’s responsibility to monitor the finances of the airport.     
 
3.  Airport Advisory Board – If possible, the Mayor would like to see this advisory board 
turned into a City board.  Would like the board to make suggestions on maintenance and 
customer satisfaction.  
 
Commissioner James would like to see an airport closing report for Colt at the end of 
October, and then quarterly in the future. 
 
Commissioner Rothstein commented he had talked to Mr. Lafferty over time and it 
seemed that Mike had reached most of his goals for the airport.  The City needs to 
maintain these goals with Mike in mind.   
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Ralph Gould, Big Rapids, spoke in favor of a City run airport and expressed having a 
committee to offer suggestions, if the need was there.  He also expressed the importance 
of having an airport manager that had a fire background.  Mr. Gould moved his plane from 
the Fremont airport to Big Rapids because of the service he received from the staff.  
Maintaining the current staff at the airport would also be beneficial.   
 
Bob Hampson spoke in favor of a City run airport and commented that he has used the 
services at the airport for 20 years.   
 
Peggy Lafferty commented that Mr. Schroeder has the same passion that Mike had and 
she is in favor of the City running the airport.  
      
RESOLUTION NO. 17-152 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following resolution.   

 
RESOLUTION CHOOSING A DIRECTION ON HOW  

ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT WILL BE OPERATED 
 

 WHEREAS, per resolution no. 11-139, dated December 5, 2011, the City 
contracted with Colt Aviation, Inc. for a FBO/Manager of the Roben Hood Airport, and  

 
 WHEREAS, upon the passing of Colt Aviation’s President, Mike Lafferty, the City 
has been working with Mrs. Peggy Lafferty in the running of Roben Hood Airport until 
Colt’s contract expires October 31, 2017, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City decided to explore the options of 1) having a City run airport 
or 2) contracting out the Fixed Based Operator, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for Fixed Based Operator, whereby two bids 
were received, Gary Wall, Troposphere Ventures, which was rejected for not complying 
to the bid specifications, and Daniel Williams of Williams Air Power, Inc., and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City also interviewed applicants for airport personnel, and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon staff review, it is staff’s recommendation to take the direction of 
a City run airport, which would have a significant cost savings to the City.    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept staff’s 
recommendation to appoint Steve Schroeder to the position of Airport Manager and 
designate staff to hire the needed personnel to staff the airport. 
  
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  October 16, 2017 
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-153 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC 
CONTROL ORDER NO. 527 

FOR EASTWOOD EARLY CHILDHOOD COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has made the following: 
 
 

Change the “10-minute & handicapped parking” sign on the eastside of the 
400 block of 3rd St. just south of the Eastwood Early Childhood Community 
Center driveway to only “handicapped parking”.  
 
Also, change the two “No parking” signs south of the previously named sign 
in the 400 block of 3rd St. on the eastside of the street to “10-minute parking”. 
 
  
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 

Control Order. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  October 16, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-154 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC 
CONTROL ORDER NO. 528 

FOR IVES AVENUE  
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has made the following: 
 
 

Place a stop sign at the southeast corner of the intersection of Ives Ave. at 
Oak St. to stop northbound Ives Ave. traffic. 
 
Place a stop ahead sign on the southeast corner of Ives Ave. and Chestnut 
St.  
 
Move the Hospital sign from the southeast corner of Ives Ave. and Oak St. 
across the intersection to the northeast corner of the same intersection. 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 
Control Order. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  October 16, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-155 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC 
CONTROL ORDER NO. 529 
FOR THE SWAN BUILDING  

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has made the following: 
 

Upon review of Traffic Order #502, the “No parking” signs in the area on the 
west side of Ives Avenue, from North Campus Drive and continuing to the 
loading dock or bridge of the Swan Building shall be removed as the 
demolition and site construction on the campus of Ferris State University is 
complete. 
  
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 

Control Order. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  October 16, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-156 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 530 
FOR CITY PARKING LOT 10 LOCATED AT 117 E. GRAND TRAVERSE  

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has made the following parking sign 
changes: 
 
 
 



9 
 

The parking signs for the parking lot in the 100 block of E. Grand 
      Traverse St., just west of Osceola St, are to be reconfigured in the  
       following manner:  

 
The north row shall be “All day parking/ no overnight parking.” 
  
The middle row shall be “3-hour parking.” 
 
The south row shall be “All day parking/ overnight parking.” 

 
 
  
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 

Control Order. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  October 16, 2017 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-157 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 531 
FOR FERRIS DRIVE 

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has made the following: 
 
 

The stop signs that were erected in November of 2009 by the 
temporary Traffic Control No. 480 on Ferris Drive, 330’ west of the 
centerline of Bond Circle, and 441’ west on Bond Circle, shall be 
considered permanent from this day forth. 

 
  
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 

Control Order. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  October 16, 2017 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 713-10-17 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following Ordinance.    
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ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 131, TITLE 13 OF THE 

 BIG RAPIDS CITY CODE MAKING FIRST OFFENSE MINOR IN POSSESSION OF 
ALCOHOL A CIVIL INFRACTION AS PROVIDED IN STATE LAW 

 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislative amended the state law on minors in 

possession of alcohol by making the first MIP offense a civil infraction and the second 
MIP offense a misdemeanor, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Legislature amended the state law on Preliminary Breath Tests 
with an effective date of October 10, 2017, which moved up the decriminalization date of 
MIP offenses, and,  
 

WHEREAS, the effective date of the amendment was October 10, 2017, and then 
the Legislature amended the state law again to change the effective date to January 1, 
2018, which moved back the decriminalization date of MIP offenses, so now, therefore, 
 
The City of Big Rapids Ordains: 
 
Section 1. Sections 131.07, 131.08, 131.09, 131.10, 131.11, 131.12, 131.13, 131.14 
and 131.99 of Chapter 131, Title 13, are amended to read as follows. 
 
§131.07 SALE TO MINORS PROHIBITED 
 
Alcoholic liquor shall not be sold or furnished to a minor. Except as otherwise provided in 
§131.08, a person who knowingly sells or furnishes alcoholic liquor to a minor, or who 
fails to make diligent inquiry as to whether the person is a minor, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. A retail licensee or a retail licensee's clerk, agent, or employee who 
violates this subsection shall be punished in the manner provided for licensees in MCL 
436.1909 except that if the violation is the result of an undercover operation in which the 
minor received alcoholic liquor under the direction of the state police, the commission, or 
a local police agency as part of an enforcement action, the retail licensee's clerk, agent, 
or employee is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil 
fine of not more than $100.00. Except as otherwise provided in §131.09, a person who is 
not a retail licensee or a retail licensee's clerk, agent, or employee and who violates this 
subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 
and imprisonment for not more than 60 days for a first offense, a fine of not more than 
$2,500.00 and imprisonment for not more than 90 days for a second or subsequent 
offense, and may be ordered to perform community service. For a second or subsequent 
offense, the Secretary of State shall suspend the operator's or chauffeur's license of an 
individual who is not a retail licensee or retail licensee's clerk, agent, or employee and 
who is convicted of violating this subsection as provided in section 319 of the Michigan 
vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.319. A suitable sign describing the content of this 
section and the penalties for its violation shall be posted in a conspicuous place in each 
room where alcoholic liquor is sold. The signs shall be approved and furnished by the 
commission.  
 
§131.08 PURCHASE, CONSUMPTION, AND POSSESSION BY MINORS 
PROHIBITED. 
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 (A) A minor shall not purchase or attempt to purchase alcoholic liquor, consume 
or attempt to consume alcoholic liquor, possess or attempt to possess alcoholic liquor, or 
have any bodily alcohol content, except as provided in this section. 
 
 (B) This section does not prohibit a minor from possessing alcoholic liquor 
during regular working hours and in the course of his or her employment if employed by 
a person licensed by this act, by the commission, or by an agent of the commission, if the 
alcoholic liquor is not possessed for his or her personal consumption. 
 
 (C) The consumption of alcoholic liquor by a minor who is enrolled in a course 
offered by an accredited postsecondary educational institution in an academic building of 
the institution under the supervision of a faculty member is not prohibited by this act if the 
purpose of the consumption is solely educational and is a requirement of the course. 
  
 (D) The consumption by a minor of sacramental wine in connection with 
religious services at a church, synagogue, or temple is not prohibited by this act. 
 
 (E) Subsection (A) does not apply to a minor who participates in either or both 
of the following: 
 
  (1) An undercover operation in which the minor purchases or receives 
alcoholic liquor under the direction of the person’s employer and with the prior approval 
of the local prosecutor’s office as part of an employer-sponsored internal enforcement 
action; 
  (2) An undercover operation in which the minor purchases or receives 
alcoholic liquor under the direction of the state police, the commission, or a local police 
agency as part of an enforcement action, unless the initial or contemporaneous purchase 
of receipt of alcoholic liquor by the minor was not under the direction of the state police, 
the commission, or the local police agency and was not part of the undercover operation. 
 
§131.09 FURNISHING OR USING FRAUDULENT IDENTIFICATION. 
 
An individual who furnishes fraudulent identification, to a minor or, notwithstanding 
§131.08(A), a minor who uses fraudulent identification to purchase alcoholic liquor, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine 
of not more than $100.00, or both. 
 
§131.10 AUTHORITY TO STOP; APPEARANCE TICKETS. 
 
 (A) A sworn police officer who witnesses a violation of this Chapter may stop and 
detain a person and obtain satisfactory identification, seize illegally possessed alcoholic 
liquor, and issue an appearance ticket. 
 
 (B) A sworn police officer may stop and detain a person based upon reasonable 
and articulable suspicion of a violation of this Chapter and obtain satisfactory 
identification, seize illegally possessed alcoholic liquor, and issue an appearance ticket. 
 
 (C) A sworn police officer may issue an appearance ticket for a violation of §131.08 
to a person when advised by an employee of a business possessing a state liquor license 
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that the person has presented false identification to the employee and the officer observes 
the false identification. 
 
§131.11 NOTICE TO PARENTS OR GUARDIANS.  
 
A law enforcement agency, on determining that an individual who is less than 18 years of 
age and not emancipated under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6, allegedly consumed, 
possessed, or purchased alcoholic liquor, attempted to consume, possess, or purchase 
alcoholic liquor, or had any bodily alcohol content in violation of §131.08, shall notify the 
parent or parents, custodian, or guardian of the individual as to the nature of the violation 
if the name of the parent, guardian, or custodian is reasonably ascertainable by the law 
enforcement agency.  The law enforcement agency shall notify the parent, guardian, or 
custodian not later than 48 hours after the law enforcement agency determine that the 
individual who allegedly violated §131.08 is less than 18 years of age and not 
emancipated under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6.  The law enforcement agency 
may notify the parent, guardian, or custodian by any means reasonably calculated to give 
prompt actual notice including, but not limited to, notice in person, by telephone, or by 
first-class mail.  If an individual less than 17 years of age is incarcerated for violating 
§131.08, his or her parents or legal guardian shall be notified immediately as provided in 
this section. 
 
§131.12 LICENSE SANCTIONS.  

The Secretary of State shall suspend the operator's or chauffeur's license of an individual 
convicted of a second or subsequent violation of §131.08(A) or of violating §131.09 as 
provided in section 319 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.319.  

§131.13 PRELIMINARY BREATH TEST. 
 
A peace officer who has reasonable cause to believe a minor has consumed 

alcoholic liquor or has any bodily alcohol content may request that individual to submit to 
a preliminary chemical breath analysis. If a minor does not consent to a preliminary 
chemical breath analysis, the analysis shall not be administered without a court order, but 
a peace officer may seek to obtain a court order. The results of a preliminary chemical 
breath analysis or other acceptable blood alcohol test are admissible in a state civil 
infraction proceeding or criminal prosecution to determine if the minor has consumed or 
possessed alcoholic liquor or had any bodily alcohol content.  

 
§131.14 PENALTIES 
 
(A) A minor who violates §131.08 is responsible for a civil infraction or guilty of a 
misdemeanor as follows and is not subject to the penalties prescribed in MCL 436.1909: 

(1) For the first violation, the minor is responsible for a civil infraction and shall be 
fined not more than $100.00. A court may order a minor under this subdivision to 
participate in substance use disorder services as defined in section 6230 of the 
public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.6230, and designated by the 
administrator of the office of substance abuse services, and may order the minor 
to perform community service and to undergo substance abuse screening and 
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assessment at his or her own expense as described in §131.14(D). A minor may 
be found responsible or admit responsibility only once under this subdivision. 

(2) If a violation of this subsection occurs after 1 prior judgment, the minor is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. A misdemeanor under this subdivision is punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 30 days if the court finds that the minor violated 
an order of probation, failed to successfully complete any treatment, screening, or 
community service ordered by the court, or failed to pay any fine for that conviction 
or juvenile adjudication, or by a fine of not more than $200.00, or both. A court may 
order a minor under this subdivision to participate in substance use disorder 
services as defined in section 6230 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 
333.6230, and designated by the administrator of the office of substance abuse 
services, to perform community service, and to undergo substance abuse 
screening and assessment at his or her own expense as described in §131.14(D). 

(3) If a violation of this subsection occurs after 2 or more prior judgments, the minor 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. A misdemeanor under this subdivision is punishable 
by imprisonment for not more than 60 days, if the court finds that the minor violated 
an order of probation, failed to successfully complete any treatment, screening, or 
community service ordered by the court, or failed to pay any fine for that conviction 
or juvenile adjudication, or by a fine of not more than $500.00, or both, as 
applicable. A court may order a minor under this subdivision to participate in 
substance use disorder services as defined in section 6230 of the public health 
code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.6230, and designated by the administrator of the 
office of substance abuse services, to perform community service, and to undergo 
substance abuse screening and assessment at his or her own expense as 
described in §131.14(D). 

(B) If an individual who pleads guilty to a misdemeanor violation of section §131.14(A)(2) 
or offers a plea of admission in a juvenile delinquency proceeding for a misdemeanor 
violation of section §131.14(A)(2), the court, without entering a judgment of guilt in a 
criminal proceeding or a determination in a juvenile delinquency proceeding that the 
juvenile has committed the offense and with the consent of the accused, may defer further 
proceedings and place the individual on probation.  The terms and conditions of that 
probation include, but are not limited to, the sanctions set forth in section §131.14(A)(3), 
payment of the costs including minimum state cost as provided for in section 18m of 
chapter XIIA of the probate cade of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.18m, and section 1j 
of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.1j, and the costs 
of probation as prescribed in section 3 of chapter XI of the code of criminal procedure, 
1927 PA 175, MCL 771.3.  If a court finds that an individual violated a term or condition 
of probation or that the individual is utilizing this subsection in another court, the court 
may enter an adjudication of guilt, or a determination in a juvenile delinquency proceeding 
that the individual has committed the offense, and proceed as otherwise provided by law.  
If an individual fulfills the terms and conditions of probation, the court shall discharge the 
individual and dismiss the proceedings.  A discharge and dismissal under this section is 
without adjudication of guilt or without a determination in a juvenile delinquency 
proceeding that the individual has committed the offense and is not a conviction or 
juvenile adjudication for purposes of disqualifications or disabilities imposed by law on 
conviction of a crime.  An individual may obtain only 1 discharge and dismissal under this 
subsection.  The court shall maintain a nonpublic record of the matter while proceedings 
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are deferred and the individual is on probation and if there is a discharge and dismissal 
under this subsection.  The Secretary of State shall retain a nonpublic record of a plea 
and of the discharge and dismissal under this subsection.  These records shall be 
furnished to any of the following: 

(1) To a court, prosecutor, or police agency upon request for the purpose of 
determining if an individual has already utilized this subsection. 

(2) To the department of corrections, a prosecutor, or a law enforcement agency, 
on the department's, a prosecutor's, or a law enforcement agency's request, 
subject to all of the following conditions: 

(a) At the time of the request, the individual is an employee of the 
department of corrections, the prosecutor, or the law enforcement agency, 
or an applicant for employment with the department of corrections, the 
prosecutor, or the law enforcement agency. 

(b) The record is used by the department of corrections, the prosecutor, or 
the law enforcement agency only to determine whether an employee has 
violated his or her conditions of employment or whether an applicant meets 
criteria for employment. 

(C) A misdemeanor violation of section §131.08 successfully deferred, discharged, and 
dismissed under section §131.14(B) is considered a prior violation for the purposes of 
section §131.14(A)(2) and (3).  

(D) A court may order an individual found responsible for or convicted of violating section 
§131.08 to undergo screening and assessment by a person or agency as designated by 
the department-designated community mental health entity as defined in section 100a of 
the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1100a, to determine whether the 
individual is likely to benefit from rehabilitative services, including alcohol or drug 
education and alcohol or drug treatment programs.  A court may order an individual 
subject to a misdemeanor conviction or juvenile adjudication of, or placed on probation 
regarding, a violation of §131.08 to submit to a random or regular preliminary chemical 
breath analysis. The parent, guardian, or custodian of a minor who is less than 18 years 
of age and not emancipated under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6, may request a 
random or regular preliminary chemical breath analysis as part of the probation. 

(E) The Secretary of State shall suspend the operator's or chauffeur's license of an 
individual convicted of a second or subsequent violation of section §131.08 or of violating 
§131.09 as provided in section 319 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 
257.319. 

§131.99 PENALTY. 

Any person violating a provision of this chapter for which no other specific penalty applies 
shall be subject to the penalty set forth in §10.99. 

Section 2. This ordinance shall be effective January 1, 2018.  
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Section 3. The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance or a summary of this 
ordinance in the Pioneer.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Date:  October 16, 2017 
Published:  October 24, 2017  
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
The Good Neighbors “Pride of the Neighborhood” will be next Monday at 7:00 p.m. at 
City Hall.  There will be nine awards presented. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson has experienced near car/pedestrian incidents on State and 
Locust.  Students are trying to cross State Street.  Not sure how to remedy this issue.     
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
 



1 
 

City Commission 
November 6, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 10 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of October 16, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – None 
 
PARK & RECREATION, LIBRARY, POOL BILLS AND QUARTERLY INVESTMENT 
REPORT – Aaron Kuhn 
 
Mr. Aaron Kuhn, City Treasurer, presented the Park & Recreation, Library, Pool Financial 
Statements and Quarterly Investment reports.  Some of the highlights included:  
 

• Library Quarterly Budget to Actuals - The total revenues for the quarter ending 
September 30, 2017 were $197,581 and the total expenses for the quarter were 
$113,576.  Building maintenance was $9,950 and general library expenses were 
$103,626. 

 
• Community Pool Quarterly Budget to Actuals - The total revenues for the quarter 

were $42,175 and the total expenses for the quarter were $71,380.  
 

• Park and Recreation Budget Quarterly to Actuals - The total revenues for the 
quarter were $10,999, total expenditures for the quarter were $148,591 which 
$133,621 went toward park facilities and $14,970 went for recreation.   
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Investment Report –  
 
Total investments as of September 30, 2017 were $6,315,964 with money market 
accounts and certificates of deposit making up the bulk of the portfolio at nearly 75%.  
Commissioner James commented that Chemical Bank has a CD interest rate of 1.75% 
and encouraged Mr. Kuhn to look into this on behalf of the City.    
 
STUDY SESSION - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Rose Mary Jennings commented that she will miss Mayor Warba 
when his term ends.  
 
 PUBLIC HEARING –  None 
 
Both Big Rapids Charter Township and Green Charter Township held special meetings 
to approve the Wastewater agreements between the City of Big Rapids and the 
townships.  Mr. Stanek thanked the City for their hard work on this agreement.  Mayor 
Warba thanked the township supervisors, Commissioner James and staff for their 
diligence in finalizing these agreements.  Both agreements are for 25 years with a review 
every 5 years.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-158 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING WASTEWATER TREATMENT AGREEMENT  
BETWEEN THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS AND 

 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF BIG RAPIDS 
 

WHEREAS, a proposed Wastewater Treatment Agreement by and between the 
City of Big Rapids (the “City”) and the Charter Township of Big Rapids (the “Township”) 
in the form attached, has been submitted, and   
 

WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Agreement includes, the User Charge  
Report setting forth the methodology by which applicable rates, charges and fees will be  
determined for use of, operation, maintenance, repair, replacement and improvements to 
the Township Collection System, City Collection System, and the City’s WWTP (all as 
those terms are defined in the Wastewater Treatment Agreement), and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposed Wastewater Treatment Agreement, including the User 
Charge Report, and First Addendum is in the best interest of the Charter Township of Big 
Rapids.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
attached Wastewater Treatment agreement between the City of Big Rapids and Charter 
Township of Big Rapids effective November 7, 2017 through November 6, 2042 and the 
Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign said agreement. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this agreement shall be in effect for a period of 
twenty-five (25) years and reviewed every five (5) years to address changing conditions, 
state and federal laws or other issues which require the updating of or modification to this 
agreement. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 6, 2017   
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true and complete copy of a resolution of the City 
of Big Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of said City held on 
November 6, 2017. 
 
I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of Big Rapids 
and that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor and City Clerk. 

             
______________________ 

       Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
       Dated:  November 7, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-159 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING WASTEWATER TREATMENT AGREEMENT  
BETWEEN THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS AND 

 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GREEN 
 

WHEREAS, a proposed Wastewater Treatment Agreement by and between the 
City of Big Rapids (the “City”) and the Charter Township of Green (the “Township”) in the 
form attached, has been submitted, and   
 

WHEREAS,  the Wastewater  Treatment  Agreement  includes, the User  Charge  
Report setting forth the methodology by which applicable rates, charges and fees will be  
determined for use of, operation, maintenance, repair, replacement and improvements to 
the Township Collection System, City Collection System, and the City’s WWTP (all as 
those terms are defined in the Wastewater Treatment Agreement), and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposed Wastewater Treatment Agreement, including the User 
Charge Report, and First Addendum is in the best interest of the Charter Township of 
Green.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
attached Wastewater Treatment agreement between the City of Big Rapids and Charter 
Township of Green effective November 7, 2017 through November 6, 2042 and the Mayor 
and City Clerk are authorized to sign said agreement. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this agreement shall be in effect for a period of 

twenty-five (25) years and reviewed every five (5) years to address changing conditions, 
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state and federal laws or other issues which require the updating of or modification to this 
agreement.  

 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 6, 2017   
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true and complete copy of a resolution 
of the City of Big Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of said 
City held on November 6, 2017. 
 
I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of 
Big Rapids and that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor 
and City Clerk. 

            
______________________ 

       Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
       Dated:  November 7, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-160 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION 
OF A STAINLESS-STEEL BOX ON A CITY OWNED  

1998 INTERNATIONAL DUMP TRUCK 
 

 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase and installation of a stainless-
steel box, and 
 
 WHEREAS, one bid was received with staff recommending the bid of Truck and 
Trailer Specialist Inc., Dutton, MI be accepted in the amount of $17,619.00.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Truck and Trailer 
Specialist Inc. be accepted in the amount of $17,619.00 for the purchase and installation 
of a stainless-steel box on a City owned 1998 International Dump Truck and that the cost 
be expensed to Account No. 661-444-981.312. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 6, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-161 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
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RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR GREASE/GRIT REMOVAL FOR  
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Plant uses the services of contracted 
sewage removal and cleaning companies to remove scum, grease, grit, and other sewage 
debris to keep the plant process in operational status, and    
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for Grease/Grit removal, whereby two bids were 
received with staff recommending that the bid of American Waste, Inc., DBA Northern A-
1 Services (Formally Northern A-1 Pollution Control Services) be accepted at a rate of 
$200.00 an hour with each job being priced prior to completion. 
    
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of American Waste, Inc., DBA Northern A-1 Services for the above cost figure and the 
cost be expensed from account number 590-560-801.000 (contracted services). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
 Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 6, 2017     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-162 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING FEES AND PRICES AT  

ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT 
  

WHEREAS, the City administration has assumed the responsibilities of and for the 
operation of Roben Hood Airport upon the expiration of the Fixed Base Operator (FBO) 
contract with Colt Aviation as of October 31, 2017, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Manager and Airport Manager researched and identified 

basic fees for services provided and pricing for products sold at Roben Hood Airport, and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Manager and Airport Manager request City Commission 

approval of the fees and prices listed in the attached pages. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves the 

basic fees and pricing for services, fuel, and products provided and sold at Roben Hood 
Airport as listed in the attached pages, including and authorizing market price adjustments 
by the City Manager and/or Airport Manager on fuel and product prices, effective 
immediately through December 31, 2018. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
 The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 6, 2017    
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Steve Schroeder, Airport Manager, stated that the proposed service and product fees are 
the same as Colt Aviation’s.  Commissioner James asked about the $25.00 flat rate fee 
for a “call in”.  The rate needs to cover the employee’s wages if they are called in to work.   
 
Mayor Warba asked why the Commission would be asked to set prices at the airport.  It 
is a good idea to let the Commission know from the onset, but he does not want the 
Commission to be setting new prices every time gas goes up.  Mr. Gifford explained that 
with the airport now being City run, he wanted to be transparent and give the Commission 
insight into how the airport would be operated.   Mayor Warba would like an airport update 
every six months. 
 
Commissioner James stated that other departments such as the Clerk’s office and 
Neighborhood services have fees that the Commission approved.        
  
Eric Williams commented that the previous resolution annexing Clay Cliffs into the City 
was sent to the State of Michigan for approval.  The City Clerk received a letter from the 
State indicating that the State did not like the legal description.  Mr. Williams has made 
some corrections to the description.  If approved, the amended proposed resolution would 
be sent back to the State for approval.         
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-163 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

AMENDED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ANNEXATION 
AND INCORPORATION OF PROPERTY INTO THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

 
 WHEREAS, on September 5, 2017, the Big Rapids City Commission adopted 
Resolution No. 17-140 authorizing the annexation and incorporation of property into the 
City of Big Rapids, which was submitted to the Michigan Department of State and Office 
of the Great Seal, and  
 
 WHEREAS, an analyst with the Michigan Department of State wrote to the Big 
Rapids City Clerk and requested a corrected legal description of one parcel of land to be 
annexed and another resolution authorizing the annexation and incorporation of property 
into the City with the corrected legal description in it, NOW THEREFORE  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that Resolution No. 17-140 is amended by adoption of this 
Resolution to reflect a corrected legal description of the first parcel of land that is annexed 
and incorporated into the City of Big Rapids, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pursuant to MCL 117.9(8), the City Commission 

makes the following factual determinations: 
 

1) the land described below is adjacent and contiguous to the City boundary,  
 

2) all of the land described is City park land and is depicted on the attached 
map, 
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3) all of the land is vacant,   

 
4) the land is located in the Charter Township of Big Rapids, Mecosta County, 

Michigan, 
  

5) the land is owned by the City,  
6) there is no one residing on the land, 

 
and therefore the City Commission annexes all of the land described as: 
 

The West ½ of the Southeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼ of Section 10, T15N 
R10W, Township of Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, except a parcel 
of land Commencing at a Point of Beginning  along the centerline of  
Madison Avenue, that is 20 feet Westerly (N87°28’36”W) of the East line of 
the W½ SE¼ SW¼; Thence Westerly along the centerline of Madison 
Avenue 205 feet (N87°28’36”W); Thence Southerly (S0°08’03”E) parallel 
with and 225 feet equidistant from the Eastern Boundary of the W½ SE¼ 
SW¼ 227.2 feet; Thence Easterly (S87°28’36”E) parallel with the centerline 
of Madison Avenue 205 feet; Thence Northerly (N0°08’03”W) parallel with 
the Eastern boundary of the W½ SE¼ SW¼ and 20 feet equidistant 
therefrom to the Point of Beginning.    
Parcel No. 54-05-010-008-000 
 
AND 
 
That part of the N ½ of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ and the E ½ of the NE ¼ of 
the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 15, T15N, R10W, Big Rapids Township, 
Mecosta County, Michigan, lying outside of the City limits, except a parcel 
of land commencing where the South line of Pere Marquette Railroad right 
of way intersects the West line of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of 
Section 15; T15N, R10W, running thence South to the Southwest corner of 
the Northeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of said Section 15; 
thence running East 30 rods and 5 feet; thence North to the said railroad 
right of way; thence Northwesterly along said railroad right of way to the 
place of beginning; and further except the Pere Marquette Railroad right of 
way.  
Parcel No. 54-05-015-002-000 
 
AND 
 
A Parcel of land situated in the South half of Section 10, Town 15 North 
Range 10 West, Big Rapids Township, Mecosta County Michigan, further 
described as follows: Beginning at the South ¼ corner of Section 10 and 
running thence West along the South line of said Section 663 feet to the 
West line of the Parcel described in Liber 454 Page 1023; thence N 
01°00'00" W along said line 200.00 feet; thence East parallel to the South 
Line of Section 10, 483 feet more, or less, to the southerly extension of the 
West line of the parcel described in Liber 815 Page 2439; thence N 
00°37'37" W along the extension of said line 744 feet more or less to the 
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South line of said parcel; thence S 88°13'32" E along said line 180.15 feet 
to the North and South ¼ line of Section 10; thence S 88°10'35" E along the 
South line of the parcels described in Liber 468 Page 1064 and Liber 471 
Page 405, 315.30 feet; thence S 88°03'05" E along the South line of the 
parcel described in Liber 485 Page 1173, 165.00 feet to the West line of the 
parcel described in Liber 640 Page 2631; thence East along the South line 
of said parcel 318.0 feet (being the same line as recorded in Liber 454 Page 
1023); thence South along the line described in Liber 454 Page 1023, 80.0 
feet; thence East along the line described in Liber 454 Page 1023, 12.0 feet 
to the West line of P.M. Browns Subdivision; thence South along said line 
and it's extension 663 feet more or less to a point 203 feet North of the 
South line of said Section (as measured along the extension of the West 
line of P.M. Browns Subdivision, being the same line as described in Liber 
454 Page 1023); thence West parallel to the South line of Section 10, 
510.00 feet; thence South 203.0 feet to the South line of Section 10; thence 
West 275 feet more or less to the Point of Beginning (the previous three 
lines being the same as recorded in Liber 454 Page 1023).  
Parcel No. 54-05-010-011-000 
 
AND 
 
The North 100 feet of the N ½ of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 15, T15N 
R10W, Big Rapids Township, Mecosta County, Michigan, lying West of 
Hutchinson’s Addition to the City of Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, 
except the Pere Marquette Railroad right of way.  
Parcel No. 54-05-015-001-000 
AND 
 
The North 100 feet of N ½ of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 15, T15N 
R10W, City of Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, except the Pere 
Marquette Railroad right of way. 
Parcel No. 54-17-15-100-005 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall forward certified copies of 
this resolution to the Township Clerk, Charter Township of Big Rapids, the County Clerk 
of the County of Mecosta, and the Secretary of State of the State of Michigan.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 6, 2017     
 

CERTIFICATE 
 
I, Tamyra Gillis, the duly elected and acting Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, hereby certify 
that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a 
meeting of the Big Rapids City Commission held at the Big Rapids City Hall on November 
6, 2017, that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act; that a quorum of the 
Commission was present and voted in favor of the Resolution; and that minutes of the 
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meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required by the Open 
Meetings Act. 
 
____________________ 
Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Hogenson asked if City staff has had any inquiries or comments from the 
public regarding Medical Marijuana.   Mr. Gifford stated that the only people calling are 
the businesses that want to open a dispensary in the City.  The public has not expressed 
a need for a dispensary in the City.  The City would have to pass an ordinance to “opt in” 
in order for a dispensary to open in the City. 
 
Mayor Warba commented about the following: 
 

• The City Municipal Election is tomorrow.  Please vote.   
• The Depot application has been approved. 
• Erik Easterly who was offered the civil engineer position has decided not to take 

the offer.  The City will begin advertising for the position again.   
• Service line warranty – City residents received a letter today from Service Line 

Warranty.  The Mayor does not believe that the wording on the letter was the same 
as the wording that the City approved.  Mr. Williams will be checking on the 
wording.  Commissioner Anderson commented that the address on the envelope 
gives the illusion that the letter is from the City.   

• The Mayor thanked the Commission, staff, employees and residents for the 
pleasure of serving them. 

 
Commissioner Rothstein thanked the residents and staff for entrusting the Mayor and 
himself with the responsibility of City decisions. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson thanked Mayor Warba for his service and tenure. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

City Commission 
November 20, 2017 

 
 
Mayor Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams; and City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent: None     
 
There were 31 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes 
of the regular meeting of November 6, 2017 be approved.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  Commissioner Hogenson presented a 
proclamation and a plaque to Mayor Warba and Commissioner Rothstein for their 
dedicated service. 
 
a.  Proclamation Recognizing Mayor Warba for his Service to the City of Big 
     Rapids. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

CELEBRATION OF MAYOR MARK WARBA’S SERVICE TO CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor Mark Warba was elected Mayor on November 2007, serving 
for 4 terms until November 20, 2017, and 
 

WHEREAS, during his term in office he led the City of Big Rapids through a 
successful period of growth and accomplishment, and 
 

WHEREAS, his perceptive leadership encouraged open dialogue amongst his 
fellow Commissioners and a receptive style at the Commission table, made supporters 
and dissenters feel welcome during City Commission meetings, and 
 

WHEREAS, during his term in office, coordination and relationships with elected 
officials in Lansing, Ferris State University, Big Rapids Township, and Green Township 
were enhanced benefiting the community and 

 
WHEREAS, during his term in office the City renovated the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant, completed Downtown Streetscape, replaced the Baldwin Street bridge, 



 
 

built a community hangar at Roben Hood airport, paid off all debt on the water system, 
and purchased Clay Cliffs Park, and 

 
WHEREAS, the economic wellbeing of the community was enhanced as 

evidenced by an overall improved financial position of the City, and 
 
WHEREAS, under his leadership, dreams were pursued, problems discussed, 

improvements funded, projects built, residents served and, in general, the small town 
living in Big Rapids greatly enhanced. 

 
THEREFORE:  The Commission of the City of Big Rapids congratulates former 

Mayor Mark Warba for his years of extraordinary service to the City of Big Rapids and 
wish him much happiness and peace in his post Mayoral life. 

 
Signed this 20th day of November, the year 
Two Thousand Seventeen 
 
______________________________ 
Mayor Thomas Hogenson 

 
b.  Proclamation Recognizing Commissioner Rothstein for his Service to the City 
     of Big Rapids. 
 

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING DAN ROTHSTEIN 
FOR HIS SERVICE AS CITY COMMISSIONER  

 
 WHEREAS, Dan Rothstein has served as City Commissioner from November 1999 to 
November 2007 and from November 2009 to November 2017, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Commissioner Rothstein’s service included serving on the Assessment 
Board of Appeals from 2008-2009, City Planning Commission in 1999, and on the Property 
Maintenance Board of Appeals from 1991-1997, and 
 

WHEREAS, a small sampling of the many accomplishments during his tenure include: 
the renovation of the Wastewater Treatment Plant, completion of Downtown Streetscape, 
replacing of the Baldwin Street bridge, building of a community hangar at Roben Hood airport, 
paying off the debt on the water system, and purchasing of Clay Cliffs Park, and 
    
 WHEREAS, Commissioner Rothstein was able to make difficult decisions and at the 
same time understand the everyday citizen concerns, abilities that served both current and 
future residents of the City of Big Rapids.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the City and the residents of Big Rapids wish to thank 
Commissioner Rothstein for his commitment as City Commissioner for the City of Big Rapids. 
 
 
Signed this 20th day of November, the year Two Thousand Seventeen 

 
_____________________ 
Mayor Thomas Hogenson 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Andie Nerbonne presented Mayor Warba with a book and did a PowerPoint 
presentation highlighting some of his achievements during his tenure as Mayor.  
 
State Representative Michele Hoitenga presented Mayor Warba with a proclamation 
signed by Governor Rick Snyder. 
 
Mayor Warba thanked everyone and commented that it was a privilege to serve the 
community. 
 
Commissioner Rothstein thanked everyone and stated that he would miss serving on 
the Commission. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-164 
 

Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT COMMISSIONER 
 HOGENSON’S RESIGNATION 

 
WHEREAS, Commissioner Tom Hogenson has submitted his resignation as City 

Commissioner. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Section 5.3 of the City Charter, the City 

Commission accepts his resignation. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, James, Hogenson, Rothstein, Warba,  
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 20, 2017    
 
Mayor Warba closed the meeting of the City Commission at 6:55 p.m. 
 
The Commission took a 20-minute break. 
 
The City Commission was called to order by City Clerk Tamyra Gillis at 7:15 p.m. 
 
City Clerk Tamyra Gillis administered the Oaths of Office to Tom Hogenson as Mayor, 
Lorraine James, and Jonathan Eppley as City Commissioners.  
 
The meeting of the new City Commission was called to order with the following present:  
Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Jonathan Eppley, Lorraine James; Mayor Tom 
Hogenson; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn and City Attorney 
Eric D. Williams. 
 
The gavel was passed to Mayor Tom Hogenson. 
 



 
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
 
Sara Oliver informed the Commission that she is the Ferris Student Government 
Representative and would be coming to the meetings to give the Commission updates 
on Ferris events.     
 
STUDY SESSION. 
 
a. Emergency Support Plan – Deputy Director of Public Safety Steve                  
Schroeder spoke on the Emergency Operations Plan.  An emergency management 
support plan is a required plan for any municipality that has a population of over 10,000 
people.  This support plan will state that a city has agreed to participate in the 
established county emergency management program.  A support plan will also detail 
the steps the city will take before, during, and after a disaster to ensure cohesiveness 
with a county’s plan.  The county plan is designed using the emergency management 
requirements and is updated on a regular basis.  With a current support plan, there may 
be an opportunity for the city to get reimbursed for costs caused by a disaster under 
section 19 of the Michigan Emergency Management Act.  The City of Big Rapids does 
currently have a support plan that expires this month. 
 
b.   Appointment process time line – City Manager Mark Gifford outlined the current 
process to appoint a City Commissioner now that a vacancy has occurred.  The 
proposed resolution would direct the Clerk to post the interest indicator on the City’s 
website, City’s Facebook page, advertise in the Pioneer, send to all City board 
members, and send to the candidate that was not elected.  With this interest indicator, 
there will be five questions that each applicant would have to answer.  All interest 
indicators are due back to the City Clerk by December 8, 2017.  It is Mr. Gifford’s hope 
that the Commission will be able to appoint someone at the December 18, 2017 
Commission meeting.    

 
c.   Training of new/current Commission - City Manager Mark Gifford commented that 
he has arranged for a working Commission retreat for January 25, 2018 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m.  Mr. Gifford has arranged for Lewis Bender, Ph.D, to facilitate a workshop 
for the Department Heads and the City Commission.   
 
Mr. Bender is a specialist in training and organizational development for business and 
government, he conducts seminars and workshops for management, supervisory, 
support staff and customer service employees.  Mr. Gifford would like the Commission 
to add this to their January calendar.   
 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-165 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING SUPPORT EMERGENCY OPERATIONS 
PLAN FOR THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

 
 WHEREAS,  per Public Act 390, of 1976 as amended, a City with a population of 
over 10,000 must have a Support Emergency Operations Plan in conjunction with the 
Mecosta County Emergency Operations Plan, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the existing Support Emergency Operations Plan requires updating 
because of the use of newer terminology, equipment and the change of personnel, 
whereby a proposed copy is attached. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
updated Support Emergency Operations Plan and authorize the Mayor to sign said 
plan. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 20, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-166 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR  
EQUIPMENT RENTAL FOR SNOW REMOVAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids, Department of Public Works, maintains the 

roads within the Big Rapids City limits for which funds are appropriated yearly to assist 
in snow removal operations, and 

 
WHEREAS, necessary snow removal service funds have been appropriated in 

the FY 2017-2018 budget. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby accepts the following snow removal bids and directs Heather Bowman, Director 
of Public Works, to use the following dump trucks and loaders for snow removal 
purposes on an as–needed basis. 

Trucks 
 

Contractor 
 

Size 
Hourly Rate 

Old 
Hourly Rate 

New 
 

# Available 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc 25 cy $ 100.00 $150.00 2 
Fenstermacher Asphalt Paving, LLC 45 cy $ 200.00 $150.00 1 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc 45 cy $ 150.00 $175.00 3 



 
 

Front End Loader 
 

Contractor 
 

Size 
Hourly Rate 

Old 
Hourly Rate 

New 
 
# Available 

Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc 3.25 cy $ 100.00 $100.00 2 
Fenstermacher Asphalt Paving, LLC 5 cy $125.00 $100.00 1 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc 5 cy $ 100.00 $100.00 2 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc 7 cy $100.00 $100.00 1 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc 
Loader with Snow Pusher 16’ – 18’ 

  
$125.00 

 
$125.00 

 
2 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said removal service shall be expensed from 

the following accounts: 
 
202-497-801.700 - $5,000   State Highway M-20 Contracted Services 
203-478-801.000 - $1,000   Local Street Contracted Services 
202-478-801.000 - $7,800   Major Streets Contracted Services 
101-443-803.000 - $3,000   Parking Contracted Snow Removal 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James 
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  November 20, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-167       
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 
 RESOLUTION AMENDING ANNUAL INTEREST 

RATE OF CITY INCOME TAXES 
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 93-6 dated January 18, 1993, establishes policies and 
procedures for processing City income tax returns and refunds, and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the rate of interest to be charged for taxes 
owed to the City or overpayment made to the City. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 93-6 be amended to 
read as follows: 
 

The rate determined by the State of Michigan on interest on taxes 
owed to the City or overpayment made to the city will be 4.7% per 
annum or .0001288 per day to be effective on July 1, 2017 – 
December 31, 2017 and 5.15% per annum or .0001411 per day to 
be effective on January 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 20, 2017    



 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-168       
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE RESTATED PLAN FOR THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PENSION PLAN 
(DECEMBER 1, 2017 RESTATEMENT) 

 
The City of Big Rapids, Michigan (“City”) hereby adopts the City of Big Rapids 

Policemen and Firemen Defined Contribution Pension Plan (the “Plan”) with reference 
to the following: 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids maintains the City of Big Rapids Policemen 

and Firemen Retirement System for its police officer and fire fighter employees, and 
 
WHEREAS, the plan was established and is maintained pursuant to the Michigan 

Fire Fighters and Police Officers Retirement Act, Public Act 345 of 1937, as amended, 
and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 1, 1998 the City, by Commission Resolution 98-76, adopted 

the City of Big Rapids Policemen and Firemen Defined Contribution Pension Plan, and 

WHEREAS, the plan must be amended and restated to bring it into compliance 
with several changes in the Internal Revenue Code and regulations adopted 
subsequent to the adoption of the plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the referenced plan is restated and 
this restated Plan is adopted by the City Commission effective December 1, 2017 with 
reference to the attached plan. 

Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 20, 2017  
 
APPOINTMENT OF A MAYOR PRO-TEM. 
 
Commissioner James nominated Commissioner Anderson, as Mayor Pro-Tem.  Mayor 
Hogenson asked if there were any other nominations.  There being no more 
nominations, Commissioner Anderson accepted the nomination as Mayor Pro-Tem.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-169 

 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

 
 RESOLUTION APPOINTING 

 MAYOR PRO-TEM 
 



 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that Lynn Anderson is hereby appointed as Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 20, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17- 170      
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK TO ADVERTISE FOR 
 INTEREST INDICATORS FOR THE APPOINTMENT 

 OF A CITY COMMISSIONER 
 

    WHEREAS, a vacancy for a City Commissioner has been created through the 
November 7, 2017 City Municipal election, and 
 

     WHEREAS, per Section 4.4 of the City Charter, the City Commission has 45 days 
after the vacancy occurs to appoint a qualified person to the vacant position to serve until 
a successor is elected at the next general municipal election, and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission directs the 

City Clerk to do the following:   
 

• Post interest indicator form and questions on the City website 
• Advertise in the local newspaper 
• Send out interest indicator forms and questions to all City Board members 
• Send interest indicator form and questions to Commission candidate that 

was not elected  
 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all candidates will submit an interest indicator 
along with their answers to the following questions:  

 
1. Why do you want to serve on the Big Rapids City Commission? 
2. Outline the skills and experiences that would benefit you while serving as a City 

Commissioner. 
3. What do you feel are the greatest challenges facing the City at this time? 
4. How do you see Big Rapids five years from now? 
5. What City issues concern you the most?    

 
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Interest Indicator forms and questions are to 
be posted, or sent out on November 21, 2017 and are due to the City Clerk by December 
8, 2017.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 20, 2017    



 
 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Eppley stated that he was excited to be elected as a City Commissioner. 
 
Mayor Hogenson stated that he was happy to be part of such a great organization. 
 
Mark Gifford stated that the City received a letter from the DNR approving the City’s 

request for State-owned land located along the White Pine Trail in Big Rapids.  The next 
step is for the State to appraise the .06 acre parcel.      
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Thomas Hogenson            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk  
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City Commission 
December 4, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Tom Hogenson called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Lorraine James, and Jonathan Eppley; Mayor 
Tom Hogenson; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; and City 
Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 14 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes of 
November 20, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Innovative Software – Aaron Kuhn, City Treasurer 
 
With the recent retirement of Paul Cole, Income Tax Administrator, City staff wanted to 
examine various ways in which the City could operate the Income Tax Department more 
efficiently. 
 
One of the methods for improving this efficiency was increased software utilization. In 
discussions with Rick Carpenter, President of Innovative Software Services, it was 
conveyed to staff that in recent years, the Income Tax Department has not utilized the 
software to its full potential. By utilizing the full capability of the software and the software 
company, staff can focus on various revenue generating techniques seldom used in the 
past. The increased utilization of the software ensures a more equitable collection 
standard amongst those who live and work in the City. 
 
Some of the proposed capabilities of the software company include:  Entering returns (All 
Types), Auditing returns (All Types), W-2 Posting, W-3 Reconciliation, Letter and Bill 
Processing, and the State Tape Processing. 
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In its current format, the posting of W-2s annually is approximately 3-4 months in duration. 
Having Innovative complete this process for the City would conserve a great deal of time 
and energy. Letter processing to delinquent taxpayers is a procedure that would normally 
take weeks to complete. With utilization of the Innovative software, it would take a matter 
of minutes. 
 
Proposed staffing changes, would result in an increased cost of $62,909 to the City. 
However, the increased software and processing capabilities would result in the ability to 
ensure a more fair and equitable collection standard, which would see fewer non-filers 
slip through the cracks. Based on the projection of Innovative, the City could expect to 
see a growth in annual collections of 10%-15%. This increase would more than cover the 
cost of the software purchase. 
 
There are presently 22 cities in Michigan that levy a City Income Tax. Currently, 21 of the 
22 cities utilize Innovative Software Services (Big Rapids included) as their income tax 
software provider. The lone outstanding city (Port Huron) performs all of their income tax 
operations internally.  
 
Innovative has intimate knowledge of the current income tax software setup as they are 
the City’s current income tax software provider.  
 
The City solicited RFPs for income tax processing services. One bid was received: 
Innovative Software Services, Inc. 
 
Because the cost of the service was not a budgeted item at the onset of the fiscal year, it 
is necessary to amend the budget to compensate for the additional incurred costs. 
 
Commissioner James commented that under the current support staff she was under the 
understanding that Mr. Paul’s title was Income Tax/Assessing administrative assistant.  
Mr. Paul’s current salary of $51,421, why is the City paying his replacement a higher 
figure of $57,211, which is an increase of approximately $6,000?  Mr. Gifford commented 
that the employee that moved into that position is a 20-year employee of the City who 
was making more money at her current position then what Mr. Paul was making when he 
left the position.  Mr. Paul had only been there a couple of years. 
 
Commissioner James asked Mr. Gifford if the employee that moved there had been red 
circled as far as wages go.   Mr. Gifford stated that this employee would be placed on the 
wage scales according to the position’s category and level of expertise.  Commissioner 
James asked if the Income tax assistant was a different level than her old position.  Mr. 
Gifford stated that was correct.   
 
Commissioner James commented that if the Innovative Software resolution is approved, 
it needs to be monitored.  If Mr. Carpenter’s business cannot do what they are projecting 

that they are going to do, the City will be faced with one of two decisions.   
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1. Mr. Paul takes back his original duties in the Income Tax Office.  The City keeps 
Innovative Software Services and their basic support which amounts to about $1,900 a 
year OR 
 
2.  The Income Tax Administrative Assistant is eliminated and a part-time support staff 
will be hired, which is what Commissioner James asked for originally. 
 
If this works, it will be great, but there is no guarantee.  This is all new to the City having 
an outside company be responsible for the majority of the Income Tax Department work 
load.  Commissioner James thinks that this is great, she is just looking at bottom line 
cost to the City. The service that Mr. Carpenter offers through his company is a good   
service. 
 
Commissioner James is hopeful that the assessing department with the help of this 
assistant will have the time to update assessing cards along with other functions that were 
not able to be done.    
 
Commissioner James is concerned that all of the hard work at the airport to save the City 
some money and to restructure the airport may go by the wayside because there is no 
guarantee that Mr. Carpenter’s business will generate any money.  She is not opposed 

to trying this process.     
 
Mr. Carpenter commented that it may take at least six months or longer to see any kind 
of revenue.  His company will be able to start working on the State tapes right away, which 
will take approximately 3 to 6 months to see results.      
 
Each month Innovative Software will send the City a report that will do a comparison 
compared to the same timeframe as the previous year.  This can be done right away.                  
 
b.  Airport Update – Steve Schroeder, Airport Manager 
 

• Steve Schroeder has passed his State exam for Airport Manager and has received 
his certificate.  

 
• The Airport had a State inspection and passed with flying colors.    

 
• Operation Good Cheer was held on Saturday, December 2, 2017 which benefits 

foster youths.  Eagle Village and three area DHS agencies brought in great food 
and an abundance of volunteers.  20 pilots arrived with gifts for kids in our region 
and a good time was had by all.   
 

• AeroMed had a safety training on November 28, 2017, which incorporated the 
City’s fire crews, EMS, and available crews from AeroMed and North Flight.  
 

Commission James asked Mr. Kuhn if the October closing was done on Colt Aviation.  
She would like to see those figures.  Mr. Kuhn stated that it was done and on his desk. 
 
c.  Green Township Fire Contract – Steve Schroeder, Deputy Director of Public Safety 
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The contract with Green Township Fire has a provision that allows either party to re-open 
the contract after one year.  Green Township has elected to do this in order to look at 
other options.  They have decided to request for proposals for fire protection hoping to 
find a cost savings.  The City is preparing a proposal to send to the township.    
 
d. Commission Appointment Interest Indicator Process – Mayor Tom Hogenson  
 
A vacancy has occurred with the election of Thomas Hogenson as Mayor.  Mayor 
Hogenson resigned as Commissioner in order to take the position as Mayor.  The 
Commission has 45 days to appoint a Commissioner per the City Charter.  This 
appointment will be for two years, whereby the Commissioner can than elect to run at the 
City’s municipal election for a four-year term.  The Clerk has posted an interest indicator 
for a City Commissioner appointment on the City’s website, City’s Facebook page, 
advertised in the Pioneer, sent to all City board members, and has sent it to the candidate 
that was not elected.  Interest Indicators can also be obtained at the City Clerk’s office.   
With this interest indicator, there will be five questions that each applicant would have to 
answer.  All interest indicators are due back to the City Clerk by December 8, 2017.    
 

• The Commission will be sent all of the Interest Indicator applicants that are 
received by December 8th by email. 

 
• Commissioners are asked to review these applicants and place them in rank order 

and hold on to them until the December 18th meeting. 
 

• At the December 18th Commission meeting, the Commission will combine 
everyone’s rank order vote. 
 

• If there is a clear decision made just by adding the names up, then an appointment 
can be made.    
 

• If it is not clear, the commission will have a discussion and hopefully appoint a 
commissioner. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Sara Oliver – Ferris Student Government Representative 
 
Ms. Oliver stated that Ferris will be having their winter finals next week and will be on 
break until the middle of January.  The Big Event is in the planning stages.  She wished 
everyone happy holidays.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  None 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-171 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM INNOVATIVE SOFTWARE 

FOR INCOME TAX PROCESSING SERVICES 
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WHEREAS, with the recent retirement of Paul Cole, Income Tax Administrator, City 
staff wanted to examine various ways in which the City could operate the Income Tax 
Department more efficiently, and  

 
WHEREAS, The City solicited Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for income tax 

processing services, whereby one proposal was received, and  
 
WHEREAS, Innovative Software has submitted a proposal outlining the following 

capabilities of the software company:  Entering returns (All Types) , Auditing returns (All 
Types), W-2 Posting, W-3 Reconciliation, Letter and Bill Processing, and State Tape 
Processing, and 

 
WHEREAS, this proposed change would result in an increased cost of $62,909 to 

the City, and  
 
 WHEREAS,  based on the projection of Innovative, the City could expect to see a 
growth in annual collections of 10%-15% and this increase would more than cover the 
cost of the software purchase. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the proposal of Innovative Software to provide income tax processing services in the 
estimated cost of $73,575.10, based on the volume of 2015 returns processed and the 
cost be expensed from Account Number 101-254-930.001. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorized Aaron Kuhn, 

City Treasurer to sign said proposal.   
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  December 4, 2017   
  
RESOLUTION NO.  17-172 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS -  
INNOVATIVE SOFTWARE 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2017/2018 General Appropriations 

on June 5, 2017 per Resolution No. 17-66, and 
 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the following budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 – Purchase 
of income tax processing package with corresponding revenue offset.   

 

 GENERAL FUND Original  Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

101-001-438.100 

(REV) INCOME TAX- COMPLIANCE 19,400 220,000 239,400 

101-254-930.001 

(EXP) 

OPER MAINTENANCE-

SOFTWARE 0 73,600 73,600 

Purchase of income tax processing package with corresponding revenue offset 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2017/2018 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  December 4, 2017   
  
RESOLUTION NO.  17-173 
 
Commissioner Eppley moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS - LIBRARY 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2017/2018 General Appropriations 
on June 5, 2017 per Resolution No. 17-66, and 

 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby approves the following budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 – Donation 
for electrical repair needs at Big Rapids Community Library.  
 
LIBRARY FUND 

Account Number Account Description 

Current 

Budget Change 

Amended 

Budget 

271-000-690.303 (REV) 
DONATIONS- LIBRARY 

RENOVATION 
0 5,000 5,000 

271-267-930.000 (EXP) 

OPERATIONAL REPAIRS & 

MAINTENANCE 3,800 5,000 8,800 

Donation for electrical repair needs at Big Rapids Community Library 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2017/2018 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  December 4, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-174 

 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INCREASE 
IN EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTION FOR FULL TIME  

EMPLOYEE HEALTH CARE 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has been contributing the amount established 
by the State of Michigan hard cap, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has increased the hard cap according to the 
medical care component of the United States consumers price index for the most recent 
twelve-month period, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the hard cap limits have been adjusted to reflect the 3.4 percent 
increase for 2018 that the State of Michigan adopted September 15, 2017. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorizes the 
State of Michigan hard cap increase for employer contribution of 3.4 percent. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  December 4, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-175 

 
Commissioner Eppley moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING DIAL-A-RIDE (DART) TO JOIN THE MICHIGAN DRUG 

AND ALCOHOL TESTING AND TRAINING  
CONTRACT NO. 591B770349 WITH FSSOLUTIONS 

 
WHEREAS, in order for the City of Big Rapids DART to continue to receive 

Federal Funds under the 5311 contract, the City must abide by an Alcohol and Drug Policy 
in accordance with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT), and  
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WHEREAS, Dial-A-Ride has been using FSSolutions for a number of years for 
their Alcohol and Drug testing vendor, and  

 
 WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has now re-newed FSSolutions to serve as the 
State’s drug and alcohol testing vendor for their consortium, which DART is currently part 
of, and 
 
 WHEREAS, each transit agency must complete and return a new contract even if 
they are already using FSSolutions, and  
 

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan and FSSolutions has requested DART to join 
the Michigan drug and alcohol testing and training with contract no. 591B770349.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves DART to join the Michigan drug and alcohol testing and training contract no. 
591B770349 and authorizes the City Manager to sign said contract.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this agreement shall exist for an initial period 
of twelve (12) months from the date of execution and shall be automatically renewed for 
additional one-year periods on each anniversary of that execution unless earlier 
termination is given by written notice to one another.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  December 4, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-176 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley the adoption of 
the following: 
 

PERFORMANCE RESOLUTION FOR 
 GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids hereinafter referred to as the 
“GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY”, periodically applies to the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, hereinafter referred to as the “DEPARTMENT”, for permits, referred to as 
“PERMIT,” to construct, operate, use and/or maintain utilities or other facilities, or to 
conduct other activities, on, over, and under state highway right of way at various 
locations within and adjacent to its corporate limits;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the DEPARTMENT granting such 
PERMIT, the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY agrees that: 
 
1.  Each party to this Agreement shall remain responsible for any claims arising out of 
their own acts and/or omissions during the performance of this Agreement, as provided 
by law.  This Agreement is not intended to increase either party’s liability for, or immunity 
from, tort claims, nor shall it be interpreted, as giving either party hereto a right of 
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indemnification, either by Agreement or at law, for claims arising out of the performance 
of this Agreement. 
 
2.    If any of the work performed for the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY is performed by a 
contractor, the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY shall require its contractor to hold harmless, 
indemnify and defend in litigation, the State of Michigan, the DEPARTMENT and their 
agents and employees’, against any claims for damages to ;public or private property and 
for injuries to person arising out of the performance of the work ,except for claims that 
result from the sole negligence or willful acts of the DEPARTMENT, until the contractor 
achieves final acceptance of the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY.  Failure of the 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY to require its contractor to indemnify the DEPARTMENT, 
as set forth above, shall be considered a breach of its duties to the DEPARTMENT.    
 
3.  Any work performed for the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY by a contractor or 
subcontractor will be solely as a contractor for the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY and not 
as a contractor or agent of the DEPARTMENT.  The DEPARTMENT shall not be subject 
to any obligations or liabilities by vendors and contractors of the GOVERNMENTAL 
AGENCY, or their subcontractors or any other person not a party to the PERMIT without 
the DEPARTMENT’S specific prior written consent and notwithstanding the issuance of 
the PERMIT.  Any claims by any contractor or subcontractor will be the sole responsibility 
of the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY. 
 
4.  The GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY shall take no unlawful action or conduct, which 
arises either directly or indirectly out of its obligations, responsibilities, and duties under 
the PERMIT which results in claims being asserted against or judgment being imposed 
against the State of Michigan, the Michigan Transportation Commission, the 
DEPARTMENT, and all officers, agents and employees thereof and those contracting 
governmental bodies performing permit activities for the DEPARTMENT and all officers, 
agents, and employees thereof, pursuant to a maintenance contract.  In the event that 
the same occurs, for the purposes of the PERMIT, it will be considered as a breach of the 
PERMIT thereby giving the State of Michigan, the DEPARTMENT, and/or the Michigan 
Transportation Commission a right to seek and obtain any necessary relief or remedy, 
including, but not by way of limitation, a judgment for money damages.   
 
5.  The GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY will, by its own volition and/or request by the 
DEPARTMENT, promptly restore and/or correct physical or operating damages to any 
State highway right of way resulting from the installation construction, operation and/or 
maintenance of the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES facilities according to a PERMIT 
issued by the DEPARTMENT. 
 
6.  With respect to any activities authorized by PERMIT, when the GOVERNMENTAL 
AGENCY requires insurance on its own or its contractor’s behalf it shall also require that 
such policy include as named insured the State of Michigan, the Transportation 
Commission, the DEPARTMENT, and all officers, agents, and employees thereof and 
those governmental bodies performing permit activities for the DEPARTMENT and all 
officers, agents, and employees thereof, pursuant to a maintenance contract.   
 
7.  The incorporation by the DEPARTMENT of this resolution as part of a PERMIT does 
not prevent the DEPARTMENT from requiring additional performance security or 
insurance before issuance of a PERMIT. 



10 
 

 
8.  This resolution shall continue in force from this date until cancelled by the 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY or the DEPARTMENT with no less than thirty (30) days prior 
written notice to the other party.  It will not be cancelled or otherwise terminated by the 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY with regard to any PERMIT which has already been issued 
or activity which has already been undertaken. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following position[s] are authorized to apply 
to the DEPARTMENT for the necessary permit to work within state highway right of way 
on behalf of the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY. 
 
Name      Title 
Heather Bowman             Public Works Director 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James         
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: December 4, 2017    
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 17-176 is a true and complete copy of a 
resolution of the City of Big Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of 
said City held on December 4, 2017. 
 
I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of Big Rapids 
and that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor and City Clerk. 

             
______________________ 

       Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk 
       Dated:  December 5, 2017  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-177 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING 

WITH MECEOLA CONSOLIDATED CENTRAL DISPATCH AUTHORITY 
 

 WHEREAS, for the past twenty-three years, the local police agencies have shared 
a centralized database for law enforcement purposes, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this incorporates computer aided dispatch or 911 services, jail, 
records management as well as other projects for day-to-day police use, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has been using the Visionair Suite of products which was 
purchased by Tritech a few years ago and who has now purchased Zuercher software, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, this will be considered an upgrade in the same company that the City 
is already a customer of, therefore it is not necessary to go out for bid, and     
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 WHEREAS, the Meceola Consolidated Central Dispatch Authority will be the main 
signatory for this contract and the City of Big Rapids would be signing this Memo of 
Understanding with the Meceola Consolidated Central Dispatch Authority to be 
responsible for the City’s share of the system costs. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approved the 
attached Memo of Understanding with the Meceola Consolidated Central Dispatch 
Authority and authorized James Eddinger, Director of Public Safety to sign said Memo of 
Understanding.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  December 4, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-178 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF  
PEG BRENNAN TO THE MECOSTA/OSCEOLA  

CENTRAL DISPATCH BOARD 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby recommends Peg Brennan 
be re-appointed to the Mecosta/Osceola Central Dispatch Board, by the Mecosta County 
Commission. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  December 4, 2017   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-179 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION REFERRING A MAP AMENDMENT (REZONING) OF  
830 WATER TOWER ROAD FROM C-1 TO R-3 

TO THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  
 
WHEREAS, Justin Farris with Spectra, owner of the property located at 830 Water 

Tower Road is requesting that this property be rezoned from C-1 to R-3, and   
 
WHEREAS, this would require a map amendment to change the zoning from C-1 

to R-3, and  
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 WHEREAS, it is required for the City Planning Commission to make a 
recommendation on the Map Amendment (rezoning) of 830 Water Tower Road from C-1 
to R-3. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby directs 

the City Planning Commission to conduct a public hearing on a map amendment 
(rezoning) of 830 Water Tower Road and to provide the Commission with a 
recommendation for action. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  December 4, 2017   
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Jim Eddinger, Director of Public Safety, commented that a Ferris student posted a picture 
with a gun.  The picture looked like it was taken inside a dorm room on the Ferris campus.  
When a witness was interviewed the story kept changing.  Ferris went into Lock Down.  
At no time was anyone threatened with this gun.   
 
Tamyra Gillis, City Clerk, informed the Commission that during a recount of the November 
7, 2017 election, the ballot bag from precinct #2 could not be recounted by hand due to 
the fact that 8 ballots were never retrieved from the tabulator on election night.    
 
The Commission took a moment of silence on the passing of former Mayor, Robert T. 
Horan Jr. 
 
Commissioner James reported that the Christmas lights that are on the north side of 
Baldwin Street Bridge are not working.        
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Thomas Hogenson                    Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
December 18, 2017 

 
 

Mayor Tom Hogenson called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Lorraine James, and Jonathan Eppley; Mayor 
Tom Hogenson; City Manager Mark Gifford; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; and City 
Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.    
 
Absent:  None  
 
There were 11 people in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  -  
 
1.  10 (f), resolution appointing a City Commissioner was moved from the last item to 
the first item under General Business.  
 
2.  Redevelopment Ready Communities (MEDC) was tabled from the Study Session 
and General Business due to the people from MEDC did not make it to the meeting.  
This item will be rescheduled. 
 
3.  Resolution Directing City Assessor to prepare the alley special assessment roll was 
revised to say Final Special Assessment roll instead of Amended Special Assessment 
roll. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley that the minutes of 
December 4, 2017 regular meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James,   
Nays:  None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a.  Hanchett Environmental Report – Fleis & VandenBrink  
 
Mr. Steve Kimm of Fleis & VandenBrink gave a presentation on the subsurface 
investigation of the former Hanchett manufacturing property.  There was an industrial use 
deed restriction placed on the property back in the 1990s when Hanchett was trying to 
take care of some environmental issues.  The DEQ required an investigation to gather 
some information to evaluate current site conditions so that an appropriate deed 
restriction can be written.  The highlights of the presentation are as follows: 
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 The DEQ did approve Fleis & VandenBrink’s work plan. 
 Collected 26 soil samples and 6 ground water samples. 
 All samples were analyzed for a variety of potential industrial contaminates.  
 The results of these samples were very favorable, which revealed that it is not a 

highly contaminated site. 
 There is some soil contamination on the site that will have to be addressed prior 

to future development, but it is not a high enough level to preclude any 
development in the future.    

 The final report will need to be submitted to the DEQ.  
 City will need to meet with the DEQ to discuss what an appropriate deed restriction 

would look like for the property. 
 The site should be able to be used for development other than residential.   
 The City does not have to do anything to the site currently.  In Mr. Kimm’s opinion, 

the site is safe.  At the end of the road construction, the site was covered with clean 
soil and material.  In addition, crushed concrete was placed on top of the soil. 

 Any further action required will be determined by the nature of the redevelopment.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Hogenson gave a brief explanation of the City Commissioner appointment 
process.  The Commission was given all of the interest indicators and instructed to rank 
each applicant.  Jennifer P. Cochran was recommended to the Commission for approval.  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-180 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING A  

CITY COMMISSIONER 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with Section 4.4 of the 
City Charter, the City Commission appoints Jennifer P. Cochran to the vacant seat on 
the City Commission created when Thomas Hogenson became Mayor for a term ending 
November 2019 effective January 3, 2018. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 18, 2017    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-181 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION ACCEPTING LAKE & LODGE REALTY 
FOR THE CITY’S COMMERCIAL REAL  

ESTATE AGENT/BROKER  
 

 WHEREAS, the City per ordinance no. 711-09-17, dated October 2, 2017, 
changed language in the Code of Ordinances to allow surplus property to be sold through 
a real estate agent/broker, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited Requests for Qualifications for a commercial real 
estate agent/broker, whereby four proposals were received, and 
 
 WHEREAS, all candidates were interviewed on November 27, 2017, whereby staff 
selected Lake & Lodge Realty as the City’s commercial real estate agent/broker for a one-
year period starting January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018, with a provision of 
extending the contract for up to two (1) year periods by agreement of both parties.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 
recommendation of City staff to utilize Lake & Lodge Realty as the City’s commercial real 
estate agent/broker for a one-year period starting January 1, 2018 through December 31, 
2018, with a provision of extending the contract for up to two (1) year periods by 
agreement of both parties.    
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to sign said 
agreement.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 18, 2017   
 
Mayor Hogenson commented that most alleys are gravel in the City.  He is pleased that 
residents have begun to petition to have their alleys paved.   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-182 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING CITY ASSESSOR TO PREPARE 
A FINAL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL NO. 17-522 

FOR ALLEY IMPROVEMENTS FOR BLOCK 37 OF THE ORIGINAL PLAT, 400 
BLOCK BETWEEN S. STEWART AVENUE AND IVES AVENUE  

AND SETTING OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved the alley improvements for Block 37 
Special Assessment Roll No.17-522 on September 5, 2017, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the actual costs incurred by the City, the original estimates, and the 
actual footages installed are the same for all the parcels in the original estimates, requiring 
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no amendment of the actual square footage of construction and the actual unit costs 
expended. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby directs 
the City Assessor or his/her designate to prepare a final Special Assessment Roll No. 17-
522 to reflect actual square footages and unit costs. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby sets a public 
hearing on Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Commission Meeting Room 
of City Hall to consider any objections to said final roll. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the property owners be notified of said public 
hearing. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 18, 2017   
 
The Charter franchise fee was discussed.  Charter Communication collects the fee from 
City residents and gives it to the City.  It was recommended that the franchise fee stay at 
3%. 
 
Eric Williams commented that the City has a PEG Channel that Ferris operates.  Ferris 
would like to have this channel in HD.  Mr. Williams did ask Charter Communication if 
they could accommodate this, but their response was that they have other paying 
customers that still do not have HD and are currently trying to accommodate them first.     
 
Commissioner Anderson asked if there were options other than Charter Communication.   
Mr. Gifford commented that no other cable company has asked the City for a franchise.  
If another company would like to enter the city, the city, can at that time, grant the 
franchise.  This contract is for 10 years.   
 
Commissioner James recommended putting the 3% franchise fee in the resolution, which 
was added. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING –  7:07 p.m.  
 
Transfer of an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for Original Footwear 
Manufacturing BR Inc. (Formally Wolverine World Wide) 
 
Mayor Hogenson opened the public hearing to consider objections to the Transfer of two 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates for Original Footwear Manufacturing BR Inc. 
(Formally Wolverine World Wide) at 7:07 p.m.  Certificates Numbers 2017-073 and 2010-
187. 
  
The Mayor opened the floor for comments from the audience.   
 
Gail Taylor, Original Footwear representative, spoke in favor of the transfer of Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate Numbers 2017-073 and 2010-187.  Original Footwear has 
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a company in Tennessee and one in Puerto Rico.  She would really like to see this 
company stay in Big Rapids.    
 
Jim Sandy, Mecosta County Development Corporation, commented that he is in favor of 
the transfer of these two certificates.   
 
There were no persons in the audience who spoke against the transfer of Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate Numbers 2017-073 and 2010-187. 
 
There was no telephonic or correspondence in opposition or in favor of these two 
transfers.  
 
The public hearings were closed at 7:11 p.m. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-183 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CABLE FRANCHISE AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 

OR CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT WITH  
CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 WHEREAS, Charter Communications is engaged in the business of the reception, 
application and transmission of television signals to customers and desires to carry on 
such business in the City of Big Rapids, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Charter requires a franchise granting the permission of the City to 
construct, maintain and operate in the streets, alleys and public places of the City of Big 
Rapids, lines, cables, wiring and other apparatus for the purpose of carrying on its 
aforementioned business, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has deemed it desirable that the services offered by Charter 
should be available to residents of the City of Big Rapids, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City desires to continue to receive franchise revenues and clarify 
the responsibilities of the City and Charter, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the attached Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement has 
been proposed in the form required by state law, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, 
 
1.  The City hereby grants to Charter the right, power, authority and privilege to build, 
construct, maintain and operate in the streets, alleys, and public places in the City of Big 
Rapids, lines, cables, wires, poles, arms, and other apparatus for the purpose of operating 
and extending to the citizens of Big Rapids a cable television system by receiving, 
amplifying and distributing television signals to said citizens. 
 



6 
 

2.  The City and Charter agree to the terms and conditions set forth in the Uniform Video 
Service Local Franchise Agreement, effective December 18, 2017. 
 
3.  This Agreement shall remain in effect for ten (10) years from the effective date hereof,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement with a 3% 
franchise fee and directs Mayor Thomas Hogenson or City Manager Mark Gifford to sign 
on behalf of the City of Big Rapids.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 18, 2017    
 
Commissioner Anderson commented that while abatements are difficult, in this situation 
where a much smaller company has purchased a much larger company, she believes 
that there is no other way than to approve these transfers.      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-184 

 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING TRANSFER OF INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES  

EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE NO. 2017-073 FOR  
ORIGINAL FOOTWEAR MANUFACTURING BR INC. 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seg., after a duly 
noticed public hearing held on June 21, 2010, this City Commission by resolution 
established Industrial Development District No. 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved an application from Wolverine World 
Wide, Inc. requesting and Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate No. 2017-073 for New 
Facility investments located at 1005 Baldwin Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Original Footwear Manufacturing, BR Inc. has filed an application for 
a transfer of Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 2017-073 with respect to New 
Facility for $840,000 real property of a New Facility located within the Industrial 
Development District No. 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant and the Assessor, and a representative of the affected 
taxing units were given written notice of the transfer application and were offered an 
opportunity to be heard on said application; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Original Footwear Manufacturing BR Inc. has substantially met all the 
requirements under Public Act 198 of 1974 for the transfer of Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate 2017-073; and 
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 WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad 
valorem taxes within the City of Big Rapids, after granting this certificate, will not exceed 
5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and 
real property thus exempted; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Big Rapids City Commission that: 
 
1. The City Commission finds and determines that the granting of the transfer of an 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate amount 
of certificates previously granted and currently in force under ACT 198 of the Public Acts 
of 1974 and ACT No. 255 of the Public Acts of 1978, shall not have the effect of 
substantially impeding the operation of the City of Big Rapids, or impairing the 
financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem property taxes in City 
of Big Rapids. 
 
2. The application from Original Footwear Manufacturing, BR Inc. for a transfer of 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 2017-073, with respect to a New Facility on the 
following described parcel of real property situated within the Industrial Development 
District No. 5 to wit:  
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR PARCEL 54-17-11-124-005 
 

A. 
 

Lots Four (4) and Five (5) of Block Twelve (12) of Grand Rapids and Indiana 
Railway Company’s and Continental Improvement Company’s Second 
Addition to the City of Big Rapids, Michigan. 
 

B. 
 

All that rectangular parcel of land situated in the City of Big Rapids, being 
part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 11, Town 15 North, Range 10 
West, bounded and described as follows viz.:  Beginning at a point in the 
Northwesterly line of Baldwin Street, at  the distance of 50 feet bearing 
North  58 degrees, 23 minutes East along said Northwesterly line of Baldwin 
street from the point of intersection with the center line of the main track of 
railroad of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railway Company, known as the 
Grand Rapids Branch, Fort Wayne Division; Extending from said beginning 
point the following four courses and distances, the first two thereof being 
along remaining land of said Railway Company:  (1)  North 31 degrees, 37 
minutes West on a line parallel with and distant 50 feet Northeastwardly at 
right angles from said center line of the main track of railroad, 900.0 feet; 
(2) North 58 degrees, 23 minutes East 250.0 feet to the Southwesterly line 
of land of other owners, in the prolongation North 31 degrees, 37 minutes 
West of the Southwesterly line of Catherine Street; (3)  South 31 degrees, 
37 minutes East along said prolongated line being along part of the 
Southwesterly line of land of other owners, and along said Southwesterly 
line of Catherine Street, 900.0 feet to the point of meeting with said 
Northwesterly line of Baldwin Street;  and (4)  South 58 degrees, 23 minutes 
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West along said Northwesterly line of  Baldwin Street, 250.0 feet to the 
place of beginning. 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR PARCEL 54-17-11-124-003 
 

A. 
 

ALL THAT PARCEL  of land, being Block Six (6) and part of Block Five (5) 
of the “Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company and Continental 
Improvement Company’s Subdivision of Big Rapids” situated in the City of 
Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, bounded and described according 
to a plan of survey made by Mid-Michigan Engineering & Survey Company 
dated March 13, 1980, as follows, viz: 
 
BEGINNING at the intersection of the Northerly line of Baldwin Street and 
the  Easterly line of Fourth Street;  thence North 32 degrees 03 minutes and 
38 seconds West, 491.00 feet along the Easterly line of Fourth Street to an 
iron rod; thence North 57 degrees 56 minutes 22 seconds East, 105.85 feet 
to an iron rod; thence South 32 degrees 03 minutes 38 seconds East, 
491.00 feet parallel with and 15 feet distant from the centerline of the main 
tack of the railroad of the former Penndel Company to an iron rod; thence 
South 57 degrees 56 minutes 22 seconds West 105.85 feet along the 
Northerly line of Baldwin Street to the point of beginning. 
 

be and the same is hereby approved. 
 
3. The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate when issued shall remain in force for the 
remaining years approved under Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate No. 2017-073 
with an end date of 12/30/2023. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None     
 The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 18, 2017    
 
I hereby certify that the forgoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a resolution 
adopted by the Big Rapids City Commission, County of Mecosta, Michigan, at a regular 
meeting held on December 18, 2017. 
 
____________________ 
Clerk’s signature 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-185 

 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Eppley, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING TRANSFER OF INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES  

EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE NO. 2010-187 FOR  
ORIGINAL FOOTWEAR MANUFACTURING BR INC. 
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seg., after a duly 
noticed public hearing held on June 21, 2010, this City Commission by resolution 
established Industrial Development District No. 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission approved an application from Wolverine World 
Wide, Inc. requesting and Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate No. 2010-187 for New 
Industrial Facility investments located at 1005 Baldwin Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Original Footwear Manufacturing, BR Inc. has filed an application for 
a transfer of a New Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 2010-187 with respect to 
New Industrial Facility for $43,345 real property and $834,521 for personal property for 
12 years expiring 12/30/2022 of a New Industrial Facility located within the Industrial 
Development District No. 5; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant and the Assessor, and a representative of the affected 
taxing units were given written notice of the transfer application and were offered an 
opportunity to be heard on said application; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Original Footwear Manufacturing BR Inc. has substantially met all the 
requirements under Public Act 198 of 1974 for the transfer of a New Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate 2010-187; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad 
valorem taxes within the City of Big Rapids, after granting this certificate, will not exceed 
5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and 
real property thus exempted; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Big Rapids City Commission that: 
 
1. The City Commission finds and determines that the granting of the transfer of an 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate amount 
of certificates previously granted and currently in force under ACT 198 of the Public Acts 
of 1974 and ACT No. 255 of the Public Acts of 1978, shall not have the effect of 
substantially impeding the operation of the City of Big Rapids, or impairing the 
financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem property taxes in City 
of Big Rapids. 
 
2. The application from Original Footwear Manufacturing, BR Inc. for a transfer of 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 2010-187, with respect to a New Industrial 
Facility on the following described parcel of real property situated within the Industrial 
Development District No. 5 to wit:  
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR PARCEL 54-17-11-124-005 
 

A. 
 

Lots Four (4) and Five (5) of Block Twelve (12) of Grand Rapids and Indiana 
Railway Company’s and Continental Improvement Company’s Second 
Addition to the City of Big Rapids, Michigan. 
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B. 
 

All that rectangular parcel of land situated in the City of Big Rapids, being 
part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 11, Town 15 North, Range 10 
West, bounded and described as follows viz.:  Beginning at a point in the 
Northwesterly line of Baldwin Street, at  the distance of 50 feet bearing 
North  58 degrees, 23 minutes East along said Northwesterly line of Baldwin 
street from the point of intersection with the center line of the main track of 
railroad of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railway Company, known as the 
Grand Rapids Branch, Fort Wayne Division; Extending from said beginning 
point the following four courses and distances, the first two thereof being 
along remaining land of said Railway Company:  (1)  North 31 degrees, 37 
minutes West on a line parallel with and distant 50 feet Northeastwardly at 
right angles from said center line of the main track of railroad, 900.0 feet; 
(2) North 58 degrees, 23 minutes East 250.0 feet to the Southwesterly line 
of land of other owners, in the prolongation North 31 degrees, 37 minutes 
West of the Southwesterly line of Catherine Street; (3)  South 31 degrees, 
37 minutes East along said prolongated line being along part of the 
Southwesterly line of land of other owners, and along said Southwesterly 
line of Catherine Street, 900.0 feet to the point of meeting with said 
Northwesterly line of Baldwin Street;  and (4)  South 58 degrees, 23 minutes 
West along said Northwesterly line of  Baldwin Street, 250.0 feet to the 
place of beginning. 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR PARCEL 54-17-11-124-003 
 

A. 
 

ALL THAT PARCEL  of land, being Block Six (6) and part of Block Five (5) 
of the “Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company and Continental 
Improvement Company’s Subdivision of Big Rapids” situated in the City of 
Big Rapids, Mecosta County, Michigan, bounded and described according 
to a plan of survey made by Mid Michigan Engineering & Survey Company 
dated March 13, 1980, as follows, viz: 
 
BEGINNING at the intersection of the Northerly line of Baldwin Street and 
the  Easterly line of Fourth Street;  thence North 32 degrees 03 minutes and 
38 seconds West, 491.00 feet along the Easterly line of Fourth Street to an 
iron rod; thence North 57 degrees 56 minutes 22 seconds East, 105.85 feet 
to an iron rod; thence South 32 degrees 03 minutes 38 seconds East, 
491.00 feet parallel with and 15 feet distant from the centerline of the main 
tack of the railroad of the former Penndel Company to an iron rod; thence 
South 57 degrees 56 minutes 22 seconds West 105.85 feet along the 
Northerly line of Baldwin Street to the point of beginning. 
 

be and the same is hereby approved. 
 
3. The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate when issued shall remain in force for the 
remaining years approved under Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate No. 2010-187 
with an end date of 12/30/2022. 



11 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 18, 2017    
 
I hereby certify that the forgoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a resolution 
adopted by the Big Rapids City Commission, County of Mecosta, Michigan, at a regular 
meeting held on December 18, 2017. 
 
____________________ 
Clerk’s signature 
 
The City Commission approved the Wastewater Treatment Agreement between the City 
and the Charter Township of Big Rapids.  In this agreement, the City agreed to replace 
the existing lift station located at North State Street.  After the work is completed, the lift 
station will be maintained by the Charter Township of Big Rapids.   
 
Commissioner James asked if there was enough money budgeted to take cover the 
expense of the improvements to the lift station.  Mr. Kuhn stated that the $33,600 for the 
proposed design, bid and inspect has been budgeted.  In the current year budget there 
was only 50% of the cost for this project budgeted.  When the project is bid out, Mr. Kuhn 
will be bringing it back to the Commission for a budget amendment approval.  There are 
enough funds to support this project.  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-186 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK 
FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE NORTH STATE STREET LIFT STATION  

 
WHEREAS, per resolution no. 17-158, dated November 6, 2017, the City 

Commission approved the Wastewater Treatment Agreement between the City of Big 
Rapids and the Charter Township of Big Rapids, and  

 
 WHEREAS, in the agreement the City agreed to replace the existing lift station 
located at North State Street, and 
 
 WHEREAS, after the work is completed, the lift station will be maintained by the 
Charter Township of Big Rapids, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fleis & VandenBrink has submitted a proposal to design, bid and 
inspect during construction the replacement of the North State Street Lift Station, along 
with the replacement of the generator and a new control panel installed above grade in 
the amount of $33,600.  
     
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
proposal from Fleis & VandenBrink to design, bid and inspect during construction the 
replacement of the North State Street Lift Station, along with the replacement of the 
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generator and a new control panel installed above grade in the amount of $33,600 and 
the cost be expensed to Account No. 598-567-967.034.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Eppley, Hogenson, James  
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 18, 2017    

 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

 The next City Commission meeting will be on a Wednesday (January 3, 2018) due 
to the Christmas holiday.  At this meeting Jennifer P. Cochran will be given her 
oath of office and take her seat as the new City Commissioner.  

 
 Mr. Gifford commented that the Rules of Procedures for 2018 are at each 

Commissioners seat.  These need to be reviewed so they can be discussed at the 
January 3, 2018 Commission meeting under Study Session.  Any revisions will be 
made at this meeting and adopted at the January 16, 2018 meeting.  

 
 There will be a Commission retreat January 25, 2018 at the Big Rapids Housing 

Commission.  Time to be determined at a later date. 
 

 Commissioner James stated that the Christmas lights on the North side of Baldwin 
Street Bridge are working. 

 
 Commissioner Eppley wished everyone a safe and happy holiday and reminded 

everyone that this would be the last weekend for the Salvation Army’s red kettles.  
 

 Commissioner Anderson wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year and reminded people to shop local. 

 
 Mayor Hogenson commented that the Ferris architectural design class (Small 

Town Studio) did a mixed-use presentation for the Hanchett site.  They showed 
some wonderful ideas for this site. 

 
 Mayor Hogenson stated that the United Way‘s campaign is going very slowly.  The 

way United Way gets funding is by people electing to have it taken out of their 
paycheck.  

 
 Mayor Hogenson thanked all of the applicants who applied for the City 

Commissioner position.     
 

 Mayor Hogenson wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Thomas Hogenson            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk  
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